LIVESTOCK JUDGING PROGRAM

Objectives

The Livestock Judging Program is designed to provide 4-H members an
opportunity to:

evaluate quality of livestock.

compare animals.

develop skills in speaking.

develop an ability to think and give reasons for placement of animals.
develop team spirit through competition.

Official Rules

1.

There is a Junior and Senior division in Livestock Judging. Juniors must
be age 5 and must not be 14 on January 1 of the current year. Senior
contestants must be at least 14 years old and must not be 19 years of age
on January 1 of the current year. Previous limitations due to college
enrollment have been rescinded except where regional or national policy
prohibits participation.

4-H members who have previously attended National 4-H Congress are
eligible to compete in state judging events.

Teams entering the state judging contests will be made up of 4-H members
from the same county, unless 4-H’ers are members of a multicounty club.

Counties may enter up to 2 Senior teams. There is no limit to the number
of Junior teams or individuals that a county may enter.

Teams will be comprised of 3 or 4 members. With 4-member teams, the
contestant with the lowest overall score will be designated as the alternate.
Only the top 3 scores are counted for team competition.

The contest will consist of classes of beef, swine, and possibly sheep. All
classes will be comprised of 4 animals and the animals will be designated
by numbers 1-2-3-4. Classes will be selected by the contest
Superintendent and his/her committee.

Contestants will be given 10 minutes to judge nonreason classes and 15
minutes for reason classes. Maximum points will be 50 for each placing
and 50 for each set of reasons.



Junior and Senior 4-H’ers will judge the same classes of animals. Juniors,
however, may not be required to give reasons. If reasons are required for
Juniors, they will be limited to only one set of oral reasons.

All contestants may use a clipboard and/or note pad of their choice.
However, no livestock judging guides or other judging information will be
allowed.

10. Seniors are not permitted to use notes while giving oral reasons.

11. Team Member Replacement: In the case of team member dropouts from

the state winning team, alternates will be selected by the county coach and
state specialists concerned. If more than 2 members of the winning team
are not able to make the trip to the designated contest, the next highest
team in the contest will make the designated trip.

12. First Place Team: Individual members of a 1st place state winning

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

livestock judging team will be allowed to compete again in this judging
event provided they meet age and membership criteria. When an
individual has participated on 2 state winning livestock judging teams,
they will not be allowed to compete again. Teams with a member or
members who have participated in the National 4-H Livestock Judging
Contest will not be awarded the trip. The teams are competing for state
awards only. The highest team without a previous national judging contest
participant will be awarded the trip.

The Hormel System will be used to score placing combinations for each
class.

Ties will be broken using the following procedures:
e 1Ist Option — High total score on reasons.
e 2nd Option — Most scores of 50 on placings.

Participation in 4-H judging events is open to all 4-H members.

These state judging team regulations were effective as of
February 1, 1977; revised February, 2007.

Livestock Judging Guide for 4-H members is available from the Bulletin
Room.




Incentives and Recognition

State: 1st Place Team — Trip to the National 4-H Livestock Judging
Contest, Louisville, Kentucky (Senior team) provided the team does
not have a previous national contest participant
Individual Team Members — Plaques (Junior and Senior)

High Individual - Plaques to Juniors and Seniors

Clemson University Contact

Harold D. Hupp — Animal and Veterinary Sciences
Donnie R. King — Agricultural Education Program

4-H/FFA State Livestock Contests: Saturday - April 5, 2008
T. Ed Garrison Arena

Below is the schedule. FFA registration is from 9:30 AM to 10:00 AM. 4-H
registration is from 9:30 AM until 11:00 AM. The FFA CDE starts at 10:00
AM and the 4-H Judging Contest starts at 11:00 AM. To be in the 4-H State
Livestock Judging Contest the contestant must have an enrollment card at the
county office, the county office must submit a team enrollment form for the
county with team members and it must be signed by the County Extension
Agent. The county office should E-mail/FAX Donnie King
(dking@wclemson.edu or Fax — 864/656-5675) a team roster by Wednesday,
April 2. A similar procedure is for FFA contestants being a valid member of
the FFA team, the contestant must be a FFA member and the teacher must
register the team at the Livestock CDE link at scaged.org.

9:30 -10:00 FFA Registration — Pre-register on the Livestock CDE Link at
scaged.org

9:30 -11:00 4-H Registration — Donnie King — dking@clemson.edu or FAX
— 864/656-5675

10:00-11:00 Grading and Keep Cull — (FFA only)

Grading Feeder Steers, Grading Market Steers, Grading Market
Hogs,

Keep Cull (Swine & Beef)

11:00-12:30 5 - Placing Classes — (Both 4-H & FFA)
Market Steers
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Breeding Heifers with EPDs
Breeding Gilts
Market Swine

Yearling Ewes

12:30-1:00 FFA Begin Reasons Preparation

12:30- 1:45 4 Placing Classes — (4-H only)
Breeding Heifers
Breeding Gilts
Market Swine
Breeding Heifers

1:00 FFA Reasons -- 1 Beef, 1 Swine

1:45 - 2:15 4-H Reasons Preparation -- (Required for Seniors, recommended
for Juniors)

2:15 Senor 4-H Reason -- 2 Beef and 2 Swine
Junior 4-H Practice Reason -- 1 Beef

AWARDS TO FOLLOW FINAL TABULATIONS

The snack bar at the Livestock Complex will be open from 7:30 AM until.
There are two drink machines at the complex.



