Preparing for Hurricane Season

Hurricane season is upon us again. The following tips may be helpful:
Horses:

» Make arrangements in advance to prepare your horse trailer in case of an
emergency.

« Know where you can take your horses in an emergency evacuation.

- Contact your local animal care and control agency, agricultural extension agent,
or local emergency management authorities for information about shelters in your
area.

« Place your horses/ Coggins tests, veterinary papers, identification photographs,
and vital information such as medical history, allergies, and emergency telephone
numbers in a watertight envelop or zip-lock type freezer bag.

« Keep halters ready. Each halter should include the following information: the
horse’s name, your name, your telephone number, and another emergency
telephone number where someone can be reached.

« Prepare a basic first-aid kit that is portable and easily accessible.

« Be sure to have on hand a supply of water, hay, feed and medications for several
days for each horse you are evacuating.

« It is important that your horses are comfortable while being loaded onto a trailer.
If your horses are unaccustomed to being loaded onto a trailer, practice the
procedure now so they become used to it.

There may be times when the evacuation of your horses is impossible during an
emergency. The following suggestions can aid you in your hurricane preparation efforts:

Pets

« Make sure every animal has durable and visible identification.

- Create a list of emergency telephone numbers.

« Reinforce your house, barn, and outbuildings with hurricane straps and other
measures.

« Modify your fencing and open gates so that animals may move to high ground in
a flood and to low-lying areas during high winds.

« Install a hand pump and obtain enough large containers to water your animals
for at lease a week after a hurricane.

« If you have boats, feed troughs, or other large containers, fill them with water
before any high wind event. This prevents them from blowing around and also
gives you an additional supply of water.

« A generator with a safely stored supply of fuel may be essential, as electrical
equipment is necessary for the well being of your animals.

- Secure or remove anything that could become blowing debris.

« Pets should always be evacuated. Because evacuation shelters do not accept pets,
you must plan ahead to ensure that your pets will have a safe place to stay.

« Contact hotels and motels outside your immediate area to check policies on
accepting pets during an emergency. Call ahead for a reservation as soon as you
think you might have to leave your home. You can always cancel.



» Check with friends, relatives, or others outside your immediate area. Ask if they
would be able to shelter you and your animals or just your animals, if necessary.
» Make a list of boarding facilities and veterinary offices that might be able to
shelter animals in emergencies; include 24-hour telephone numbers.

« Ask your local animal shelter if it provides foster care or shelter for pets in an
emergency. This should be your last resort, as shelters have limited resources and
are likely to be stretched to their limits during an emergency.

« All pets should wear a sturdy collar or harness with he following information
attached: the pet’s name, your name, your telephone number, and another
emergency telephone number where someone can be reached.

« Prepare a disaster kit to take with you. It should include:

« Medications and medical records stored in a waterproof container and a first aid
kit.

- Information on medical conditions, behavior problems, and the name and
number of your veterinarian in case you have to board your pets or place them in
foster care.

« Sturdy leashes, harnesses, and carriers to transport pets safely and to ensure that
your pets can not escape. Carriers should be large enough for the animal to stand
comfortably, turn around, and lie down. Include blankets or towels for bedding
and warmth.

« Current photos, and descriptions of your pets to help others identify them in case
you and your pets become separated.

« Food and water for at least three (3) days for each pet, bowls, cat litter and litter
box, and a manual can opener.

For additional information,
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