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“Fact, Fiction, and Foreign Policy” by Christopher Dickey


I must say I was pleasantly surprised by the insight and perspective of Christopher Dickey’s speech concerning terrorism and America’s role on Iraq. I was previously unaware of his work; in particular the almost foreshadowing piece entitled Innocent Blood, which spoke on the possibilities of terrorist actions in America. Dickey examined the lack of imagination in Washington, refusing to believe that a few suicidal zealots could have any affect in America, suggesting feelings of racism and superiority. Perhaps the most disturbing was the data concerning a 1995 report that predicted an increase in terrorist actions in America, but because terrorism wasn’t one of the buzz words or slogans in Washington, the thought of a strike against us was simply ignored.

Writers and reporters, such as Christopher Dickey, have attempted to make the public and the government aware of the world’s sentiments toward America, but our “imagination gap,” or inability to admit some inferior Middle Eastern population could attack us, simply fueled our ignorance. Dickey tried to view terrorism through the eyes of the terrorist, writing about the religious beliefs that compelled them, and speaking to the feelings of America’s lack of concern for others –suggesting that the terrorists view America as a nation of two emotions, anger and pity. Dickey possessed an almost frightening insight into the mind of a terrorist, writing about the exact feelings expressed four years later in 2001. Nevertheless, his writings were primarily ignored by the government’s decision makers. Dickey suggests that perhaps another reason for the lack of concern in Washington was the manner in which the reports were given. Often times the reports concerning the threats of terrorism were presented in a hysterical manner providing further skepticism for the decision makers.

After discussing his writings prior to September 11, 2001, Dickey progressed to his feelings and work post-9/11, The Sleeper, concerning primarily the military occupancy of Iraq. Dickey spoke to America’s belief in the need for “awe” and its resorting to strategies of “fear and respect.” However, contrary to this view, Dickey suggested that this sense of awe may be lost forever, and that, rather than trying to intimidate everyone again, or occupation of Iraq has accomplished just the opposite. With the Iraqi people able to see out inadequacies in securing their homeland and providing for them, the World’s view of America as indestructible has evaporated. Dickey provides further proof for the problems with prolonged military occupancy, pointing to the still war-torn nation of Palestine that the Israeli’s have occupied since 1967.

Dickey summed up his speech, by simply pointing out that Iraq and the “other” people of the world simply want understanding and respect from America. They feel as though America, the nation running their country, is disconnected from them; they want to control their own lives. “We will never know how to end this war until we understand the people of the world, and we need to understand who we are to understand who they are.” Dickey spoke with passion and intellect, and even though I may not fully agree, primarily with his opposition to Bush, I can understand and respect his views and insights.
