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James Dickey’s life was a colorful one.  He was a great father, who cared about his children, but many also thought that he was a jerk, drunk, and a liar.  Many people saw different sides of James Dickey, as Bronwen stated in her speech on Wednesday, September 15, 2004.  Bronwen Dickey’s speech which was entitled, “The Truth as a ‘Lie’: James Dickey and the Spirit of Poetic Revelation.” Bronwen did not necessarily use her father as a role model, but she did respect him.  Her father made life interesting by embellishing stories, and always making whatever activity was going on fun.  Bronwen said that the thing that her father hated most was to be bored; therefore he would even go to the point to strike an argument just so that he would not be bored.  Bronwen bluntly stated, “Dad simply liked to make shit up!” Does this make James Dickey a jerk?  

A jerk is defined as someone that is an annoyingly stupid or a foolish person.  James Dickey may have been annoyingly stupid, but he was by no means a foolish person.  In order to be a great poet or to be a great anything for that matter one must look beyond what is known and go into the unknown.  If writing about the unknown entitles one to being a liar, than so be it. James Dickey would not have been the creative, ingenious poet that he was if not for his imagination.  What is a poem, if not out of the ordinary?  A poem is not a poem unless one has to dig deep inside there soul to figure out what the poem meant to the poet and what the poem means to themselves. Chris Dickey explains this well when he stated in his speech, “We take disparate images and imagine them as something new.  They are out of focus until we write them down.” James Dickey had a way of being able to let people look deep in their souls.  

James Dickey is not a perfect, model father.  Dickey is a human.  Humans make mistakes, Dickey however probably made more than the average human.  Bronwen said of her father, “When he was a father, he was a great father.”  He made mistakes, colossal ones for that matter, but he also made his daughter, Bronwen Dickey, the woman she is today.  He influenced her to write, to become the type of poet and that she aspired to be other than the type of poet that society sought after.  She does remember her father as being a drunk, and a liar.  However, she overshadows that and remembers him as being someone who made a difference in her life.  Bronwen Dickey does not care what antagonists think about her father, all that she cares about is her recollection of him.  

No matter how many people disagree with the type of poetry James Dickey wrote or the type of man he was no one can argue with the fact that James Dickey was a remarkable poet, who wrote many first-class works during his life.  One of James Dickey’s greatest novels was titled Deliverance.  It was published in 1970 and was a defining moment for him both personally and artistically. Deliverance is a novel whose setting is in the Southern part of the Appalachia.  The story is about four business men from Atlanta who travel to the Appalachia to find themselves caught up in disaster.  The novel ends with death and disaster.  

James Dickey was a drunk for a majority of his life, as are most great poets.  There seems to be an immeasurable link between alcoholism and poets. Many of the great poets in American history have also been alcoholics.  James Dickey regardless of his dependence on alcohol was able to become one of the greatest poets in American history.  Dickey ended up dying from alcoholism, but not before he destroyed both of his marriages because of it.  James Dickey was a poet, novelist, critic, and a lecturer and certainty made a distinct mark in many people’s lives.  

