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On Wednesday September 15, 2004, Bronwen Dickey, daughter of the late James Dickey, opened the Dickey Festival at Clemson University with a speech revealing the true James Dickey. Bronwen, a student at Duke University, was an integral part of the “Dickey the Writer” celebration at Clemson University. Clemson feels a strong connection with Dickey because he attended Clemson University for a semester before enlisting in the armed forces. The celebration drew a crowd of around one hundred people and was held in the Strom Thurmond Center, as well as other facilities on Clemson’s campus. Wayne Chapman, the chairman of the festival, opened the event and introduced Bronwen Dickey.


Most biographers misunderstood “Dickey the Writer,” Bronwen pointed out to the audience of Clemson students and faculty, friends and family of James Dickey, and members of the community. The claims that Dickey was a liar and a violent man were the claims Bronwen concentrated on throughout her talk. 


Bronwen opened by telling the audience a little about her relationship with her father. He was talkative, vibrant, strong-willed, and determined. He was also a very attentive father. He showed Bronwen how to throw knives, he read poetry to her, he attended all of her recitals, and he taught her how to play chess. She respected her father a great deal, calling him her mentor and the dominant force in her life. 


Bronwen was only fifteen when her father died. She told the crowd that his death was very hard on her because he was a wonderful father. She refuted the fact that her father was a violent man. 

It is common knowledge that biographers, as well as most non-fiction writers, are looking for something interesting that will sell a story. If Dickey was a violent man or had any private secrets, a biographer would want to exploit Dickey to make for an attention-grabbing novel. Bronwen did admit that her father had moments of violent behavior, but she also said that she would never characterize him as a violent man. 


What Bronwen did concentrate on was the fact that her father was a liar. Biographers characterized James as an eccentric who made up many of his stories and wrote lies within his work. Bronwen embraced the idea of her father as a liar. Dickey was a liar and admitted to such. Dickey taught that lies make life, and especially his poetry, more interesting. Bronwen imitated her father by saying, “Who would want to read the truth?” The lies in his poetry made the poems more interesting and appealing to readers. He examines many themes, such as the primal nature of man and the mingling of civilized and uncivilized worlds. His poems are often very imaginative. For example, his poem “The Heaven of Animals” takes a look into the paradise and afterlife awaiting all animals. While no one knows if animals go to Heaven, or what it would be like, Dickey embellishes an idyllic paradise. In his poem “Falling,” Dickey follows an unlucky stewardess from the moment she is sucked out of the airplane to the moment her body is discovered. The happenings that he presents might not be feasible, but they make the poem interesting. 

Bronwen provided insight into “Dickey the Man” more than “Dickey the Writer.” In presenting Dickey as something other than a writer, Bronwen allowed the audience to 

understand Dickey on more dimensions. By understanding Dickey the man, the audience can better understand Dickey the writer. 

