
Volume XXVI                                                                   2006/2007

Shakespeare and the 
American South



Contents

Essays

Christy Desmet  Southern Shrews: Marriage and Slavery in American 
 Appropriations of Shakespeare ................................................................ 6
Robert Sawyer  Jerry Lee Lewis: Whole Lotta Shakespeare Goin’ On  ..... 29
Alexander Harrington, Justin Ames, Margaret McGill, and Corrina Miller  

“Spayk the Speech Oy Prithee”: Dialects of Shakespeare’s England 
 and the American South ......................................................................... 38
J. Gavin Paul  Border Wars: Shakespeare, Robert Lepage, and the 
 Production of National Sentiment .......................................................... 45
Maurice Hunt  Cassio’s Coat ...................................................................... 61
Dan Harder  The Tempest in the Trivium .................................................... 70

Performance Reviews

Michael W. Shurgot  The 2007 Season at London’s Globe Theatre ...........77
Michael W. Shurgot  Oregon Shakespeare Festival 2006 Season .............92
Craig Barrow  The Experimental and the Traditional: The 2006 Alabama 

Shakespeare Festival’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream and the 2006 
 Stratford Festival’s Henry IV, Part 1 ......................................................102
Craig Barrow  A Midsummer Night’s Dream by the American Shakespeare 

Center On Tour (2006) ..........................................................................109
John R. Ford  Clemson Shakespeare Festival XV (2006) I Married 
 Kate: The National Players Perform The Taming of the Shrew ............113
Allison K. Lenhardt  The Clemson Players Production of Henry V, 
 (2006) ....................................................................................................118

Book Reviews

Elizabeth Renker  Kim C. Sturgess, Shakespeare and the American 
 Nation ............................................................................................... 122
Christy Desmet  Kenneth Burke on Shakespeare, ed. Scott L. Newstok ....124
Carolyn Jess-Cooke  Lawrence F. Rhu, Stanley Cavell’s American 
 Dream: Shakespeare, Philosophy, and Hollywood Movies ...................128



Scott L. Newstok  Amy Scott-Douglass, Shakespeare Inside: The Bard 
Behind Bars ..........................................................................................131

Poems

James B. Nicola  London at Night .............................................................. 28
Thomas Crofts  Unplug the Vegetables ...................................................... 37
Gerald George  Hamlet Amplifi ed ............................................................... 60
Thomas Crofts  On Learning of a Famous Poet’s Syphilis ........................135

List of Illustrations

Fig. 1: Illustration from American Anti-Slavery Society, Facts for the 
 People of the Free States .........................................................................8
Fig. 2: Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne in The Taming of the Shrew (1935) ....9
Fig. 3: Ada Rehan as Katharine in The Taming of the Shrew (1887) ............12
Fig. 4: “Katherine” from Charles Heath, The Heroines of Shakespeare ........13
Fig. 5: Clark Gable and Vivien Leigh, Poster for Gone With the Wind 
 (1939) ......................................................................................................20
Fig. 6: Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton in The Taming of the Shrew 

(1967) ......................................................................................................21
Othello: Jerry Lee Lewis as Iago, with The Blossoms: Fanita James, Jean 
 King, and Darlene Love ..........................................................................33
Othello: Eamonn Walker as Othello and Zoe Tapper as Desdemona, 
 Globe Season 2007 ................................................................................76
The Merchant of Venice: John McEnery as Shylock and Pippa Nixon as 
 Jessica, Globe Season 2007 ..................................................................80
Love’s Labour’s Lost: Gemma Arterton as Rosalind and Paul Rider as 
 Boyet, Globe Season 2007 .....................................................................89
Two Gentlemen of Verona: David Kelly as Launce and Terwilliger the Dog 
 as Crab, Oregon Shakespeare Festival (OSF) 2006 ..............................93
Merry Wives of WIndsor: G. Valmont Thomas as Falstaff, OSF 2006 .............95
The Winter’s Tale: Alexander Barnes, Miriam Laube, et al. as Mamillius, 
 Hermione, and Ladies, OSF 2006............................................................98
King John: Emma Harding as Arthur and Robynn Rodriguez as Constance, 

OSF 2006 ..............................................................................................101
A Midsummer Night’s Dream: Christopher Spencer Wells as Bottom and 
 Ellen Lauren as Titania, Alabama Shakespeare Festival 2006 ...............103
Henry IV, Part 1: David Snelgrove as Prince Hal, Stratford Shakespeare 
 Festival 2006 .........................................................................................106
A Midsummer Night’s Dream: Chris Johnston as Francis Flute and Kevin 

Pierson as Bottom, American Shakespeare Center On Tour 2006 .......110
The Taming of the Shrew: Jacob Troy as Lucentio, Laura Rocklyn as 
 Bianca, and Andrew Pecoraro as Hortensio, National Players at 
 Clemson Shakespeare Festival (CSF) 2006 .........................................114



The Taming of the Shrew: Emilia Carlson as Katherine and Nick DePinto 
 as Petruchio, National Players at CSF 2006 .........................................116

Announcement for Shakespeare at Clemson XVII (2008)...............................4
Letter from the Editor .......................................................................................5
Call for Papers for The Upstart Crow Vol. XXVII (2008) ..............................136

We are grateful to our contributors for making every effort to trace all copyright-
holders, but if any have been inadvertently overlooked, the publisher will be 
pleased to make the necessary arrangement at the fi rst opportunity. We also 
thank the several festival sponsors for their cooperation and assistance in the 
reproduction of images from recent performances. 



Announcing

Shakespeare at Clemson XVII (2008)
Politics and the Citizen

Tuesday, January 29 - Friday, February 1

PERFORMANCE

Julius Caesar
Jan 30 - Jan 31, 8 p.m.

Aquila Theatre Company
$18 adults / $10 students (general seating)

ALBERT HAMILTON HOLT COLLOQUIUM

Politics and the Citizen in Shakespeare
Feb 1, 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Reception to follow

TICKETS AND INFORMATION:
Brooks Center Box Offi ce
(864) 656-RSVP (7787)

Monday-Friday, 1-5 p.m. and 90 minutes before curtain time
www.clemson.edu/shakespeare



Dear Readers,

I am proud to introduce Volume XXVI (2006/07), one of the most robust 
volumes of The Upstart Crow in recent years. The special feature of this 
issue is “Shakespeare and the American South,” a topic of growing interest 
to Shakespeare scholars, as well as to scholars working in other fi elds and 
disciplines. 

The volume kicks off with an exciting contribution by Professor Christy Desmet, 
University of Georgia on ideologies of race and gender in American appropria-
tions of Taming of the Shrew. Other essays, by Professor Robert Sawyer, East 
Tennessee State University, and Professor Alexander Harrington, Clemson 
University (in collaboration with a research team of students), also consider the 
relationship of Shakespeare to the American South. The book review section 
enjoys a new coherence, thanks to Professor Henry Turner, Rutgers University, 
who selected an intriguing line-up of books on Shakespeare and America and 
recruited strong scholars to review these books.

This issue, as always, cultivates diverse approaches to the study of 
Shakespeare. An essay by Maurice Hunt proposes a novel signifi cance 
for Cassio’s armored coat in Othello, while J. Gavin Paul investigates how 
the innovative director Robert Lepage has helped to fashion a “Canadian 
Shakespeare.” These are just two examples of the depth and eclecticism 
that The Upstart Crow seeks to foster in its critical offerings.

Our performance review section continues to thrive, with essays that address 
a wide range of recent Shakespearean performance: from the 2007 season at 
London’s Globe Theatre to major North American Shakespeare festivals to the 
bourgeoning American Shakespeare Center.

Finally, you may notice that this volume is marked with a compound year, 
2006/07. We have recently made changes to our production schedule, and so, 
beginning with this issue, we are making the volume year correspond more 
closely with the actual date of publication. Next year’s issue, Volume XXVII, 
will have the volume year of 2008.

Thank you for continuing to read and support The Upstart Crow. I hope that 
you enjoy this issue.

Elizabeth Rivlin
Editor


