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Kevin McIlvoy is the Editor in Chief of the literary magazine Puerto del Sol. He teaches in the 
English Department at New Mexico State University as well as in the creative writing pro-
gram at Warren Wilson College. His novels include A Walt (1981), Th e Fifth Station (1987, 

1989), Little Peg (1991), and Hyssop (1998, 1999). His short stories have been collected in Th e Com-
plete History of New Mexico (2005) and have appeared in such literary journals as Th e Southern Review, 
Ploughshares, TriQuarterly, Th e Missouri Review, and Chelsea. 

Professor McIlvoy earned his MFA in creative writing at the University of Arizona, his MA at Colo-
rado State University, and his BA at the University of Illinois. He received a National Endowment 
for the Arts Fiction Fellowship and has won a number of prestigious awards for his teaching at New 
Mexico State University, including the Westhafer Teaching Award (1999), the New Mexico Council 
of Teachers of English Excellence Award (1998 and 1996), the Dennis Darnall Faculty Achievement 
Award (1996), the New Mexico State University Donald C. Roush Award for Teaching Excellence 
(1989), and the Burlington Northern Foundation Faculty Achievement Award (1987).

He sums up his approach to fi ction as follows: “Th e writing I most value—and envy—is that in which 
the author’s visceral commitment to the fi ctional character is complemented by her/his conscious artist-
ry. I believe that at every stage in a writer’s career the fi rst must take precendent over the second in order 
for the work to have moment-by-moment integrity and intensity. . . . What I teach best is risk-taking.”
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