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r. Jean Moorcroft Wilson Woolf is a biographer and critic of World War

| poets such as Siegfried Sassoon and Isaac Rosenberg. A lecturer at the
University of London (Birkbeck College), she is married to Cecil Woolf (a
nephew of Leonard and Virginia Woolf). Together they run their own publish-
ing company, Cecil Woolf Publishers. In addition to her several books about
Leonard and Virginia Woolf, Wilson has written biographies of WWI poets
William Watson and Isaac Rosenberg as well as an acclaimed two-volume
biography of Siegfried Sassoon. In 2003, she also edited Authors Take Sides:
Iraq and the Gulf War, containing the views of more than 170 writers on the
two most recent wars in Iraq.

Dr. Wilson was the second international speaker in Clemson University’s
Distinguished British and Irish Studies Series, presenting talks on Virginia
Woolf and Anti-Semitism as well as Leonard Woolf and Collective Security.
Her talks (on April 6-8, 1994) were co-sponsored by the English, History,

and Political Science Departments, as well as the Strom Thurmond Institute and the South Carolina Humanities
Council. The following year, she returned to Clemson as a plenary speaker at the Sixth International Conference
on Virginia Woolf. Her paper, “Conceived with Kindness: The Woolf family Perspective,” appears in Virginia
Woolf International: The South Carolina Review 29.1 (Fall 1996) and may be accessed through the Virginia Woolf
International section of our website.

EVENT INFORMATION:

Wednesday, April 6, 1994 at 3:30 PM in the Self Auditorium at the Strom Thurmond Institute

“Virginia Woolf and Anti-Semitism”

Friday, April 8, 1994 at 2:30 PM in the Vickery Hall Auditorium

“Leonard Woolf: Pivot or Outsider of Bloomsbury”




INTRODUCTION FOR JEAN'S TALK ON LW: PIVOT OR OUTSIDER

I'm pleased tc present to you aur guest, Jean Moorcroft Wilson, who will
speak this afternoon on "Leonard Woolf: Pivot or Outsider of Blooms-
bury?* I'm sure most of you have heard of Virginia Woolf, Leonard
Woolf's famous wife, who ranks among the foremost English novelists in
the Modern period, or roughly that time bounded hy world wars I and II.

Most of you recall the famous titie of Edward Albee's play, Who's Afraid

of Virginia Woolf? Evidently, Leonard Woolf was not afraid. I hope

some of you heard Dr. Wilson speak on Wednesday at the Thurmond Insti-
tute. Or, if you caught her talk yesterday afternoon in the Moot Court-
room in Brackett Hall, you are well prepared for today's lecture. Leon-
ard Woolf was a prolific journalist and a capable editor. He was Titer-
ary editor at the Nation and Athenaeum, sometimes guest editor of War

and Peace and the International Review, and founding co-editcr of tha

Political Quarterly. He was a novelist, a playwright, a League of Na-

tions publicist, a social critic, and a political advisor to the Labour
Party serving on government committeas on foreign and colonial affairs.
Together, Leonard and Virginia Woolf founded the Hogarth Press and pub-
lished works by T. S. Eliot, E. M. Forster, Katherine Mansfield, Robert
Graves, and other literary figures--but also works on international
government, British colonial policy, economy, ethics, psychology, cul-
tural and foreign affairs, and troubling events of the times. When Hit-
ler's chief government security office drew up its search list, antici-
pating an invasion of Britain in the early years of World War II, the
Woolfs' names were on it and expected to be persecuted, ‘as did many of

their friends in and out of the fabled Bloomshury Group.






