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The presentation explains how Japanese script has been handled in non-Japanese
localized version of operating systems and introduces the difference between double-byte
and Unicode and its implications to end-users including email applications for future
Japanese computing. Japanese teachers who don’t work in Japan have had problems
using various computer applications just because inputting and reading in Japanese has
been often impossible or cumbersome. There are multiple encoding systems and that
makes Japanese computing much more difficult than in Western languages. Even today
many teachers use Windows 95/98/Me US versions that don’t allow Japanese computing
easily. The solution came with newer Operating Systems (OS). Windows 2000, XP
and Mac OSX all use Unicode to deal with Japanese characters. Unicode is a result of
an effort to set standards. How is it different from conventional process as double-byte?
What about backwards compatibility? Can we use the worksheets we took so much
time and effort to create in the older machines? And is Unicode really the solution?
Mojibake problems in email are often difficult to trouble-shoot, but that is partially
Unicode to blame.  Your multilingual-savvy support technicians wonder why all
Japanese documents and applications are not in Unicode yet. ~ Why not? Will we
eliminate all mojibake problems with Unicode?
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http://www kaiteki-net.com/nettrouble/mojibake/

CJKV Information Processing by Ken Lunde, O'Reilly
http://www.praxagora.com/lunde/cjkv-ip.html
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