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| am a horti-
culture major at
Clemson  Univer-
sity entering my
junior year. Intern-
ships are manda-
tory in order for
horficulture  ma-
jors to graduate
and | found the
perfect place at Winding Hills Stables in
Northport (Long Island town) New York.
My partner Vincent Galatolo and | de-
signed our project to focus on hydro-
ponics and vermicomposting at a horse
farm. We chose Winding Hills based on
the sheer volume of manure at our dis-
posal. The farm itself also has a great
natural habitat for landscaping and gar-
dening.

The projects we chose were projects
that required skill sefs neither my partner
orltruly had such as carpentry. We chose
the projects so we would have brand
new experiences and would hopefully
learn new skill sets. We spent additional
time building our large vermicomposting
system since we never built anything like
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it. It can hold up to five hundred pounds
of manure that will be broken down by
worms and then will be sold as worm
castings for the garden. | am very sat-
isfied that our time was predominantly
spent focusing on the horticulfural proj-
ects. The extra time was helpful

My time at Winding Hills allowed me
fo make connections between classes
and the internship work. | constantly
racked my brain for classroom informa-
tion to use for my project. For example, |
had to use Dr. Vincent's Horticulture 101
proper planting information so | would
know which kinds of landscape plants
would thrive in the barn’s environment.
| choose plants that were drought toler-
ant and were perennials so they would
be easy to care for and they would
return year after year. | used the same
concept of proper planting for choos-
ing crops for the summer garden at the
barn. Dr. Faust’s Horticulture 2100 Plant-
ing in the Spring class had me prepared
for plant diagnoses in the garden. Dr.
Faust showed us slideshows of different
plant nutrient deficiencies and diseases
and tested us visually in the laboratory
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with diseased plants. This prepared me
well for up keeping the summer garden
and landscape plants | installed. | was
able to look at my crops' foliage and
see which nutrients they were lacking so
| could properly fertilize them as well as
tell which of my landscape plants were
becoming heat stressed. | used this visu-
al guide my entire internship at Winding
Hills to keep my plants healthy the whole
summer. Up keeping the vermicompost-
ing bin required me to use my knowl-
edge from Dr. Vincent's Horticulture 101
class about how to properly vermicom-
post. | used my knowledge about keep-
ing the appropriate amount of “greens”
and *browns” and made sure the mo-
nure pile was turned regularly to keep it
from overheating and kiling the wormes.
| learned from Dr. Vincent that we must
have the proper amount of nitrogen rich
compost (greens such as weeds) and
carbon rich compost (browns such as
cardboard) in order to keep the popu-
lating worms alive. Without constant use
of this knowledge, my worms would not
have repopulated enough to put in the
large vermicomposting bin.
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A horticulture intern at Winding Hills
needs to be flexible and cautious. First
off, the humidity in Long Island is very
high and makes it much more swelter-
ing than it actually is. Long pants were
a necessity to avoid poison ivy and in-
sect bites and landscaping requires
one to be directly in the sun. Therefore,
anyone who cannot tolerate heat well
may have difficulty being out in the sun
six or more hours at a time for five days
a week. Also Long Island is constantly
threatened by rain. We had to stop work
numerous fimes and wait for the rain to
die down or have to even come back
later because it wouldn't stop. Work was
not only stopped by weather, but also
by horses. They are by nature very skittish
and will go wild when scared. | frequent-
ly had to stop working on projects or quit
working in a certain area all together
because of the horses. One of them
nearly bucked a farm hand because |
opened a garbage bag and was later
told horses hate the sound. Imagine
constantly having to be careful with ev-
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ery single movement around these huge
animals while there are children and
parents all around. One misjudgment or
wrong move that scares the horse, and
someone near him or her could poten-
tially be harmed.

Naturally my best strength for this
project was my diligence and plant
care knowledge. My knowledge of
plants made it easier o care for them
and pick low maintenance plants that
are aesthetically pleasing. This indepen-
dent project required a lot of research
and frial and error. Since | wanted the
projects to be successfully completed, |
took weeks before my internship to learn
about the processes required since | had
no prior knowledge. This diligence made
everything smoother and compensated
for my lack of skills in other areas. My
partner and | both were new to build-
ing and using power tools. Thankfully
we had the designs for our hydroponic
vegetable tower completely ready. |
couldn't imagine having a hard time
with the tools as well as not being sure as
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to how | put things together. The tower
required a pump and hose that was ca-
pable of sending water eight feet up fo-
wards the lid of the tower, in order to ef-
ficiently water the plants’ roots that are
hanging down in the tower. We spent
more fime than expected building both
the fower and vermicomposting bin due
to being careful and having issues actu-
ally putting things together. | need to get
more comfortable with building design
as in franslating the drawing on paper
into the final product. It was very difficult
for me at times to see how something
should be put together sturdily such as a
wall for the bin.

I would like to do another internship if
| can do something involving hydropon-
ics. | would really like fo work at a hydro-
ponic facility that grows food. There is
one in Japan that is in a Sony semi-con-
ductor facility that would be incredible
to intern atf. | am definitely open to go-
ing o another internship in order to build
my resume and to gain new experience.



