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This seminar will discuss the development of a multi-year, mixed methods
research study in design education. It will be begin with a discussion of the
presenter’s prior studies on communication teaching and learning in design
courses, with an emphasis on the role of situated cognition and activity theory in
project-based learning environments. This research will highlight both the role of
communication in design education and the parallels between communication
learning and design learning. Drawing on current research in both design
education and teacher expertise, the talk will then describe the need for and
development of core research questions, the selection and refinement of
research methods, and the expected findings. It will conclude with a discussion of
the implications of this work for both classroom practice and future research.
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