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This talk will emphasize the impacts of realism and its power for tapping into students’ passion for learning … 
and that of teaching faculty.  We know nationally, there is a growing call to better prepare students to 
understand and solve problems that are ill-defined and complex, to work in interdisciplinary teams, and to 
communicate better, both in written documents and in presentations.  Contrived ‘problems’ and the use of case 
problems can be used to address these needs, but are far removed from the richness of realism brought by 
real problems with real partners.  Often, it is in the senior year that students have such experiences for the first 
time.  Yet, this is very late in the educational process.  If students were exposed to realism throughout their 
education, they would find their passion and direction sooner, gain the confidence and knowledge of how to 
tackle difficult problems.  Indeed, from my experiences, providing many more opportunities for students to 
learn in the context of real problems and real partners sooner and repeatedly increases their ability to think, 
appreciate what they have learned, and seek to mentor others as they find their passion for new knowledge 
and where they fit in this world.  This talk will provide highlights of how realism can be incorporated and how to 
assess the impacts of such.  Tips are offered for creating and maintaining the collaborations and partnerships 
needed.  Finally, attendees will have the opportunity to consider how their passion might be incorporated into 
realism that fosters learning. 
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