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This paper describes an ongoing exploratory study examining the complex relationships involved in student
and faculty engagement in an innovative program that promotes curricular and cultural change in doctoral
education. It demonstrates the experience of graduate students and faculty exposed to the curricular
innovation as they engage in and potentially expand the boundaries of learning across traditional disciplines.
The current phase of this longitudinal study includes three cohorts of students and a number of faculty who
have participated in the project as well as a comparison group of students not participating in the innovative
curriculum. This phase of the study documents student (and their faculty mentor’s) perceptions of their learning
experience as well as their activities in communicating and collaborating across academic disciplines and
national/international borders in academic and industry settings. In the spirit of “citizen scholars,” this study
places graduate student experiences at the center of societal change utilizing the lens of higher education
reform. Using a longitudinal, mixed methods approach, it explores the relationship between integrating
educational opportunities and developing communities of learners at the boundaries of disciplines.
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