tAPRIL 15—10:00 am at the
' Heath Pavilion with a tour of
 the Braille, Butterfly, and
' Chocolate Gardens. Meeting

» will be held at the Pavilion at :
' the end of Garden Street. :
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Jeannine Jones
Anne York

Nancy Wilson

Bobbie Adams

C. N. Howard

Barbara Burchstead

Joyce Brady

Jackie Jurecek

Robin O’Brien
Claire Black
Peggy Curtis
Betty Harvin

| Please read guidelines
on page 3 regarding
the Iris Festival plant
sale. This will be our
only fund-raiser this
year so we need to do
it up right!
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President Paula Berg called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. at the North Hope Center. The min-

utes were approved as published. Betty Brig
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Braille Garden: Nancy Jones reported that things look good.

Butterfly Garden: Robi n O’ Brien has taken soil sampl es

results came back yesterday with a pH of 4.8. The butterfly bushes will be replaced. Amanda will go
shopping with her to obtain new plants. She thanks all those who had shown up for the work day to
plants pansies and snapdragons.

Chocolate Garden: The seedlings in the greenhouse are doing well. Lonnie is too busy at this time to
do the arbor so other plans will be made.

Iris: Joyce stated that there will be a work day soon to fertilize and weed so the iris will bloom in time
for the Iris Festival.

Volunteer Park: Shi r |l ey Artus said the park is —resti
Habitat for Humanity: Sue King reported that Winnie Gee, Ann York, and Sandy Granger met with
the families at Lowe's and selected plants.
we will plant on March 28, weather permitting. The families have been quite excited and involved in

the process.

Trips: Joyce announced that the State MG Convention in Beaufort has been cancelled until October of
2010. She asked for a show of hands to see whether the membership is interested in a fall trip. Possi-
bilities will be presented next month.

Gloves: Rhoda has gloves.

Garden Tour: It has been cancelled for this year. There are however, many prospects for gardens for a
tour next year.

OLD BUSINESS:

Ruth Ann gave a report on the second MG leadership conference. Tim Davis, our state coordinator,
has been receiving some flak lately because he has been asked to standardize the training program and
enforce the things that have been on the books. Some training classes may be offered online. He is try-
ing to get groups more involved doing educat
reau. Tim stated that there are 30 Master Gardener organizations but not that many agents. (And Tony
Melton is retiring soon from Florence where he serves four counties.) He said that the hours worked
prior to 2008 could be entered into the computer and considered when giving awards such as milestone
pins. He said that our program is modeled after what is used in other states.

Ruth Ann said that we need to update the storage bin of information sheets we use at the Iris Festi-
val and the County Fair. She reminded membe
so that the Sumter contingency would be readily recognized. Master Gardeners using the Lexington
entrance will be admitted ¥ price. She stated that our gift baskets look lovely and thanked all those who
contributed. Amanda will be doing two flower arrangements. Ruth Ann and Nancy will bring our
Christmas tree that was decorated for Tuomey hospital at Christmas.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Bobbie Adams told us about a Master Naturalist Class that is being offered, running from March 28
to June 6, and is field trip oriented. She thought it was very worthwhile. For further information call
Diane Curlee at 1-803-534-2409 (ext 118).

Paul a Berg reported that the SC Midland
held at the Columbia Conference Center. The cost is $50. For information call 1-803-520-7437.
NEW BUSINESS:

Marlene Malcolm told members to prepare for the Iris Festival, May 22-24. Pot up your passalong
plants now. She passed out work sheets so that members can sign up to assist in our main fund raiser
for the year.

Tomasyne was thanked for a job well done as our refreshments chair.

Carol Boyd said that Paul Smith is ordering Fafard #2 for planting and will order extra for members.
The cost is $10/bag. See Carol after the meeting and place your request.

Ma s



Paula said that the Shepherd Center needs eight people to give true this time of year. DO NOT PUT THE FRESH MOWN
programs on various gardening topics. It runs from March 26 until NEW GRASS CLIPPINGS DIRECTLY ON THE PLANTS.
May 14. Several people volunteered for this project. Too much nitrogen destroys nutrients. If you already have a

On Monday, March 23 from 12-2 p.m. free hot dogs and hamburg-  good 3 inches of mulch on your beds, then, by all means, go
ers will be served at King Feeds (formerly Southern States) and our ahead and cast the grass on top, loosely and lightly. If, however,

membership is invited. New co-owner John Hyatt is a member of you have a newly dug bed that is bare dirt (and ONLY a newly
Class 19. dug bed should have bare dirt showing —have you no shame?),
Earlene gave an informative talk on Organic Gardening. She mi x the grass clippings with
passed out information on plant nutrition and stressed the use of natu-  them aside —a corner of the yard will do. Otherwise, you run the
ral products. Spraying chemicals can destroy the microscopic soillife  r i sk of —burningll whatever yo
that feeds the plants. She answered questions from the members. It So what else did we go over today? Several things |
was enjoyed by all those attending. |l earned. Laur el Oanky60iyesrs. ®k —s h
The meeting adjourned at 11:28 for refreshments. for my generation; bad for the grandchildren. If you are going to
Respectfully, put in a tree, it should have the decency to at least out-live more
Sue King than three generations. | feel | have been betrayed! How dare a
tree have a smaller |ife span
moral obligation to last at least 100 years. Anything less than
that defiles the name of —tre
objects are defined by the mental image we have of that object.
A —treel, t o me, is a stately
wonder that should certainly be around, barring some natural
disaster, to shade the great-gr e at s . Anyt hing
the nomenclature: tree. Alas, we live in an imperfect world. 1
hope my Laurel Oak doesn’t ge

surely stunt itself if it does. | say words of praise to it tomorrow.
Maybe | can entice it to live a few more decades if | do.

Another bit of information was how shallow rooted ma-
ples can be. | knew that. Upheavals of sidewalks have attested to
the fact. Nevertheless, even though I have tripped on broken

) . _ cement and fallen through cracks of concrete, the idea never sank
The cedar wax wings came today and stripped the holly bare; past the outer membrane of the cerebral cortex. So, of course, |

And, though I stood not far away, they didn’t even care. planted mine next to the sidewalk. Hello! At least it is in a
They gorged themselves on berries, an orgy of delight. mul ched bed so it doesn’'t dry

I wonder where they’ve traveled from to have such an appe- out in the lawn.

tite. . We talked about dogwoods (those lovely cornusek

(I bet they’ll sleep well tonight!). ) being an under story tree, how they like to be at the edge of a
They have no Pepto-Bismol, seltzer or chamomile, forest. How, even though they have shallow roots, they are never
They’Il have to rest a day or two, or fly a crooked mile. seen growing in swampy areas. They do not like their feet wet.
Do they fly north to visit friends or are they flying home? How their shape can change from open and airy in the situation
After this frenzied feast, at the very least, I think Id tele- they liked best, under story in a forest, to thick and round in full
phone. sun. We talked about the different varieties: the Redtwig dog-
wood (cornus sericealso cornus stoloniferathat needs cutting
back every year for the red stems to appear; the kousa dogwood
(cornus kouspthat produces flowers AFTER the leaves have

Now is the get-ready-here-it-comes month. It is the
planting-digging-weeding-1-never-have-enough-time-for-the-yard
month. But like Christmas, ready or not, Spring comes. And appeared; the cornus florida our native dogwood that everyone is
what a delight when it arrives. Winter never likes letting go. We familiar with but was threatened about ten years ago of succumb-
ducked a freeze this weekend,qfHibased feilaf dogh®dd oPcBriusy riffdersehfad I S ¢
when we had that awful late April freeze that did so much dam- dogwood produced by Rutgers University when it crossed the
age. Keep your vigilance until the end of April. Mother Nature florida with the kousato get a more disease resistant variety.

is a fickle lady. We discussed the importance of placing a plant with its

The new master gardener s’ ygbdiht and et in MiRdd BoW oftenQve dlaft ¥shrupt h €

yard. They are a game group. Tornado warnings were issued. under a window only to move it a few years later when it reaches
Rain storms were everywhere, but undaunted and with many a the second story. And in that same vein, how important it is to

smile here they came. | enjoy them every year. And_ I learn more put a plant where it will be happiest. The cast-iron plant
about my own yard from Amanda which is why 1 enjoy her giv- (aspidistrg likes FULL shade. weigelas and spireas love full
ing the tour. This year, time and again, she stressed the impor- sun. How rhododendrons did better in some sun rather than in

tance of good soil. She and | share many beliefs and that is one. full shade. How a plant not in its proper environment is more
Having good soil is paramount to having healthy plants. So this prone to disease.

spring, before the vegetable seeds go in the ground, before the We found a gall on a live oak limb which Amanda, with

bravery far surpassing her diminutive stature, broke open for eve-
ryone to see the —critterll in



We found a gall on a live oak limb which Amanda,
with bravery far surpassing her diminutive stature, broke open
for everyone to see the —cr

caterpillars and the remedie

could more easily prey upon them, leave them alone and wasps
will take care of them (laying eggs whose contents hatch and
do unspeakable horrors that
fiction movie pale in comparison).

Speaking of feeding, what a feast was prepared for
everyone: fruit, cakes, brownies. No one left hungry. The
—t ourll |l asted from 9:00 am
until 11:30 am. They ALL made it, even Nora. What troupers!
And what good sports!

There was much more, but you must attend next year.
Put it on the calendar when the new class schedule comes out.
The tour is open to everyone. Maybe, when you were taking
the class, you took the tour; but, trust me, it is never the same.
I learn new things every year. How blessed we are to have
such knowledge available to us!

Even with the threatening weather, it was a day to
enjoy — just like every day. Take the time,
sip some tea,
savor the wine,
think of me —

and enjoy. Betsy A.

Live Oak Gall

(

The Iris Festival will be here before we know it.
Please read the guidelines for bringing plants to sell

tterll insi@@uUrbootle t al ked about
S . break up the —mestl so pre

GUIDELINES FOR PLANT SALES

woYstyurpmsk € an —XI rated scienc

2. List the number of each type of plant you will be selling.
3. Please place the common and the botanical name of each

torgthte pdjalntllis ygu ng giye th,MageBGard_eBeEPéa@t It
ale chairman and place the common’and botanical names on a
marker in each plant container. If you need help determining the
botanical name, contact another Master Gardener. The botanical
name will appeal to experienced gardeners and the common name
to inexperienced gardeners. A common name can sometimes ap-
ply to more than one species of plants; the common name may
also vary by geographical area.
4. Provide growing information for each plant, such as full sun,
shade, height, water.
5. Waterproofing the name and information is helpful. Plastic
tags written with a #2 pencil are waterproof. There are other op-
tions.
6. Price your plants to sell.

7. List special information, such as draws butterflies, humming-
birds, food for birds, deerproof, etc.

Please give written directions on your plant list as to your wishes

if your plant(s) does not sell. Do you want to pick them up, give
them away or put them in the trash? Are you agreeable to having

the price reduced if they don

Helpful Hints for a More Professional Plant Sale

Pot your plants up early in order for them to be estab-
lished for the Iris Festival plant sale.

Fertilize (weekly) and water your plants so they will be
in peak condition for the sale.

Evaluate your plants honestly; weak, immature plants do
not sell and are a reflection on us as Master Garden-

he

ers. Ask yourself or you

you buy this plant?l
Avoid bringing invasive plants. This list would include,
but not be limited to, the following:
Popcorn Tree
Japanese Climbing Fern (Ligodium japonicum
Chinese Wisteria (Wisteria sinensjs
Privet (Ligustrum
Chameleon Plant (Houttuynia cordata

Buyers are looking for plants that are different, not com-
mon; these plants can be priced higher.

Flowering plants in bloom are more appealing to the buy-
ers. Provide photos.

Buyers will buy vines, shrubs, and trees, as well as per-
ennials and annuals. Shrubs and trees should not be
immature seedlings less than a foot in height.

Pull weeds out of pots, clip dead leaves, stake and tie up
plants that are not upright if they warrant it. It may
be that the plant would be better to remain in your
home nursery until the next sale.



Continuing our presentation of the mem-
bers of Trainee Class 20:

Peggy Geddings, a nurse by
training, has been gardening
for about 35 years and finally
decided to get some training
on handling insects and dis-
eases, plant location and
proper soil management —
naturally, through the MG
program. She and husband
Noman have four children
and two cats; she likes to fish,
boat, read, and travel, and
enjoys growing vegetables
and blueberries.

Rebecca Tutt moved to Sumter when she got married in
2008. Along with husband
Matthew and a 7 year old
son, Rebecca has a 12 year-
old dog and a 9 month-old
bearded dragon (had to look

has gardened with her
mother since she was a
child, and has done lawn
work, some vegetable and
flower growing, and wants
to learn more about garden-
ing. A college psychology
major, she enjoys crochet-
ing, sewing, and spending
time with her family bike

riding and jogging.

Vicki Mann, a Califor-
nia native and Business
Management and Ad-
ministration graduate,
came to Sumter via the
USAF. Now retired, she
likes to spend time kay-
aking, reading and
spending time with her
two grandchildren and
numerous pets: dog, cat,
ferret, four snakes and
two rats. She has gar-
dened in Alabama, Eng-
land, Ohio, and Charles-
ton, and would enjoy
learning to be a better : /
gardener, meet other

gardeners, and possible get a job working with plants.

thatup—i t ' s a | i :

Tom Lowder, a former farmer
and certified crop advisor, was
born and raised on a cotton, corn,
and soybean farm. He has a col-
lege degree in Agricultural
Mechanization and Business,

and works for the State of SC
Dept. of Labor, Licensing, and
Regulation. He currently grows a
variety of vegetables, has two
cats, and enjoys golf and grilling.
He’ s hoping th
will increase his knowledge of
gardening and allow him to grow
some new and different plants for him and wife Angie.

Virginia Murdoch, from Dallas, has an advanced degree
in history and art history, and wants to teach others to have
» modern day Victory gardens.

| She has a box with 80 packages
of vegetabl e
never met a vegetable or herb |
didn’t Iike.l
to her gardening efforts. From a
gardening family, she was run-
ning a rototiller at 14, and
learned a lot from an elderly MG
in Birmingham who had a green-
house. She likes to walk, sew,
read, and dance, and runs
Kitchen Madonna Omnimedia.
Along with husband Kevin, she has one son and three step-
sons.

Jeannette Jones, a Vir-
ginia native with one child,
enjoys growing perennials
and daylilies. She has three
dogs, and likes to crochet,
read, and watch movies and
TV. A friend from Tuomey
suggested she take the Mas-
ter Gardener course, so we
hope she’ ||
worthwhile suggestion!

Look for more bios here next
month—this is a big class!

seed



Return of the Natives
By Bobbi Adams

This is such a beautiful time of year. Saturday | went with
another master gardener friend and master naturalist to
Mepkin Abbey for the third in a series of classes on gardening
with native plants. If you have read my column long enough,
you know that I truly love best in the plant world that which
God placed here unimproved. So | was not surprised that the
latest fad in the plant world, the world of landscape designers
and architects is a move towards planting things which are

native to our area.

The first speaker, J.R. Kramer, landscape architect, married
design of gardens with basic principles of artistic design. You
know I loved the integration of art and botany. The emphasis
was on native plants and especially native grasses. But why

go native?

First of all, it gives us a sense of place. Who can imagine the
low country without Sabal palmetto and live oaks draped
with Spanish moss? In our area, a sense of place is created by
beautiful dogwoods and other species of oak, which include
laurel and willow oaks. Yellow jessamine adorns both

ecotomes.

Conservation of water is the second point. Water is very
limited. Despite the recent rains we are still in incipient
drought conditions. Charlotte wants to take water from the
Catawba River which empties into Lake Wateree and then
dump the wastewater into another river system. Expanses of
lawns, with non native grasses use millions of gallons of water
in what is a fast disappearing commodity. And commodity it
is as we pay for it. An audience member made the point also,
of the noise pollution made by lawn mowers, weed trimmers,

edgers, and chain saws.

Thirdly we have reduced wildlife habitat by planting lawns
with non native species which require huge outlays on main-
tenance. Clemson research is showing that leaving linear
meadows between planted row crops reduces the need for

pesticides.

Fourthly, going native reduces
our dependence on pesticides,
herbicides and fertilizers. |

chuckled recently when | heard

one of the Our Day segments on
public radio. Someone called in ‘ ' !
and remembered the good old

days when chickens ran loose

and got all the bugs in the vege-

table garden. No need for pesticides there.

Grasses are something | know little about. J.R. Kramer and
Thomas Angell, a native plant landscape architect, distributed
lists of native grasses. | have native river oats (Chasmanthium
latifolium), recently planted pink muhly grass or sweet grass
(Muhlenbergia capillaries) and giant bluestem (Andropogon
glomeratus). All of these require little water and take full sun
without fertilizer. 1 am looking forward in this season of renewal

and rebirth to their first appearance in my garden.

Garden RuleWhen weeding, the best way to make sure
you are removing a weed and not a valuable plant is to| pull
on it. If it comes out of the ground easily, it is a valuabl
plant.

Tips from the corps...

Member Bob Artus has submitted a couple of his gardening hints
that he thought might be of interest to our group.

First, for a free and convenient watering can, drill a couple dozen
1/8Il holes in the cap of a
and place them in spots easily accessible to plants that are out of the
range of the irrigation system or just plain difficult to water.

Second, Bob fills a 30 gallon barrel with water, adds 10 gallons of

either chicken, cow, or horse manure, stirs, and has liquid fertilizer

for his garden.

And | ast, if you have a rain b
addition to your yard, consider wrapping it with plastic lattice.
(And why not grow a vine on the lattice?)

Just keep in mind these are
tips, just ones that one of our gardeners has used with success.

| aur

not



SUMTER MASTER GARDENERS EASY erous in donating items for the buckets that it is only right

that they be recognized for their contributions to this effort—
TO SPOT AT RIVERBANKS and keep in mind that they gave in multiples of six:
Michelle Herod—buckets and blueberry jam
Claire Black—Plum jam
Jo Ellen Miller—fabric pocket tissue holders, embroidered
linen tea towels
Kate Kennedy—handmade soap
Carol Boyd—rosemary nuts, okra pickles
Sandy Granger—Vintage hankerchiefs
Sugared pecans—Sue King
Lizard pins—Nancy Jones
Arrowhead plants, hand tools—JoAnne Crowson
Watering bottles, pressed f|
lates—Ruth Ann Bigger
Peach, fig jams—Suzanne Jackson
Buttermints in decorative tins—Jeannette Price

The first annual MG Jamboree , held Saturday, March 21,
was well attended by Master Gardeners from all over SC.
According to Vicky Bertagnolli who was responsible for set-
ting up the event, over 360 Master Gardeners came in
through the garden entrance; the number who came in the
Zoo entrance is undermined but we know of a few for sure
who did. Beautiful weather provided a wonderful backdrop
for a variety of displays on different aspects of gardening, a
multitude of vendors, and the lovely gardens themselves. The
reported attendance for Riverbanks Saturday was a whopping
8500! A cursory headcount of our membership came out to
at least 20.

From the many comments made, the Sumter MG association Also included were our gardening gloves, reusable, collapsi-
was perceived as a hard-working but fun group of folks. The I—PIe vin ases and the aprons for the buckets. We came in
ht

comment from Vicky was V\EIIab f$FO%\ﬁealloctatéH'foPtr95 role% q‘d&f%}redt he
e

Sumter group and | thoughoﬁcketworﬁ\ ast $4€
all will consider displaying and demonstrating again next Do make plans to put this event on your calendar for next

year .| year when it is announced.

The many hats sported by our members drew lots of appre-
ciative comments, a number of attendees were seen trying to
write down directions for some of our Christmas gardening
ornaments (—We're doing a Bélgrﬂv&i e V%llﬁ gé+ a‘nd |l ove t
some of those!l), and our ahgé?Nf’né{/S ng%f:vs fS é’

hands down the most coveted door prize. So many were gen-

Pictured below sporting their garden themed hats are :
Front ron—Linda Mungia, Amanda McNulty, , and Joyce

oodi es

oheée osJoA

‘ Believe it or

———— not, there
would probably
be a market for
decorated hats
if anyone was

i nclini

we had several
' requests for our
chapeau-
¥ sources!
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