
Transparency in Reporting COVID-19 Cases on Campus 

In February 2020, when COVID-19 was still only a threat instead of a daily 
reality, we began receiving daily coronavirus updates by email. With subject 
lines like “SPECIAL INSIDE CLEMSON: Clemson remains free of COVID-19 
cases” they reassured us that our campus had no imminent threat of 
infection. The last such email came on March 20, when there were still no 
cases to report. In that same email, we were also informed by 
administration that, “As we move into modified operations beginning next 
week, we will cease sending daily updates and only communicate with the 
full campus community on an as-necessary basis.” 

Since then, there have been no direct notifications to faculty informing us of 
cases on campus. The Clemson University coronavirus website 
(https://www.clemson.edu/coronavirus/) makes no mention of confirmed 
cases. If it were not for news media monitoring the Athletic Department site, 
the Clemson family might not know of the 47 confirmed cases (so far) 
among our student-athlete population.  

Although the U.S. Department of Education has absolved universities of 
tracking or reporting confirmed cases of COVID-19 on campuses [1], we call 
on Clemson University to join other campuses around the nation in following 
the spirit of the Clery Act to protect the wellbeing of the Clemson family and 
to allow Clemson community members to make informed choices.  

The Clery Act does not apply solely to reporting crimes on campus. It also 
includes the requirement [Clery Act 668.46(e)(3)] that, “If there is 
an immediate threat to the health or safety of students or employees 
occurring on campus, as described in paragraph (g)(1) of this section, an 
institution must follow its emergency notification procedures.” Further 
guidance from the U.S. Department of Education clarifies the intent through 
examples, the first of which is, “outbreak of meningitis, norovirus, or other 
serious illness.” [2, Section 6-2] 

Given the high risk of contagion and the potential for serious health risks 
including death, we request that Clemson use the Clery Act emergency alert 
system to provide daily or weekly updates to the Clemson family of the 
number of confirmed and suspected cases on campus. Doing so would go a 
long way towards increasing “transparency, communication and 
accountability” [3, Section I.D] and establishing trust in the administration’s 
claims of prioritizing the health and safety of students, faculty, and staff.  

  



Sincerely, 

Pamela Mack, Associate Professor, Department of History and Geography 

Cynthia Pury, Professor, Department of Psychology 

Sean Sather-Wagstaff, Professor, School of Mathematical and Statistical 
Sciences 

Peter Laurence, Associate Professor, Department of Architecture 

Neil Calkin, Faculty Senator, College of Science and Professor, School of 
Mathematical and Statistical Sciences 

Eliza Gallagher, Assistant Professor, Department of Engineering and Science 
Education, School of Mathematical and Statistical Sciences, and Department 
of Education and Human Development 

Stephen Lewis, Senior Lecturer, Department of Parks, Recreation, and 
Tourism Management 

Mariela Fernandez, Assistant Professor, Department of Parks, Recreation, 
and Tourism Management 

Matthew Saltzman, Associate Professor, School of Mathematical and 
Statistical Sciences 

Rachelle L. Beckner, Project Coordinator, Tigers United University 
Consortium and Robert H. Brooks Sports Science Institute 

Deborah Tysor, Lecturer, Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism 
Management 

Lauren Duffy, Associate Professor and Undergraduate Coordinator, 
Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Management 
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