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Don’t Wait.... Be READY

Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD)

January 1, 2017 marks the beginning of significant changes to the availability and use of feed grade and water
soluble antibiotics. One change that will occur is production uses of antibiotics, such as increase rate of gain
or improved feed efficiency will no longer be permissible. This will impact several antibiotics but will not
impact the compounds known as ionophores which include Bovatec® and Rumensin®.

Another significant change is many feed grade and water soluble antibiotics, which are currently available
over-the-counter, will require a Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) or a prescription from a veterinarian before a
producer can obtain and use the antibiotics. Specifically, a VFD will be required for feed grade antibiotics and
a prescription for water soluble antibiotics. It is important to note that due to label changes, a VFD or a
prescription will be required for these antibiotics regardless of the species the antibiotics are used in.

Since veterinarian involvement is paramount for obtaining and using these antibiotics in the future, producers
need to be aware that a veterinarian must have a Veterinarian-Client-Patient-Relationship (VCPR) with a
producer before they can issue a VFD or prescription. In summary, a VCPR means the veterinarian has
recently seen and is personally acquainted with the keeping and care of the animals by virtue of an
examination or by medically appropriate and timely visits to the premises where the animals are kept.
Producers that intend to use feed grade and water soluble antibiotics once the changes occur should contact
their veterinarian and discuss if they have a VCPR established and if not, what the requirements are.

A list of antibiotics that will transition from over-the-counter availability to VFD or prescription status can be
found on the following page. This list and other information related to the Veterinary Feed Directive can be
found at the following website:

http://www.fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/DevelopmentApprovalProcess/ucm071807.htm

e The VFD rule places strong emphasis on the Veterinarian-Client-Patient-Relationship (VCPR)
e Producer, feed distributor and veterinarian must retain copies of VFD form for two (2) years
e VFDs will be for specific approved medications in approved doses only. No Extra-Label Drug Use (ELDU) is
permitted.
e VFD applies only to antibiotics/antimicrobials
0 Does not apply to dewormers, injectable antibiotics, ionophores, coccidiostats, etc.




This list represents the antimicrobials approved for use in or on animal feed. Upon completion of their transition from
OTC to VFD, all feed uses of the following drugs, alone and in a combination, will require a VFD as of January 1, 2017.

Drug name

Examples of Proprietary Name(s)

chlortetracycline (CTC)

Aureomycin, CLTC, CTC, Chloratet, Chlorachel, Chlormax, Deracin, Inchlor, Pennchlor,
Pfichlor

chlortetracycline/
sulfamethazine

Aureo S, Aureomix S, Pennchlor S

chlortetracycline/
sulfamethazine/penicillin

Aureomix 500, Chlorachel/Pficlor SP, Pennchlor SP, ChlorMax SP

hygromycin B

Hygromix

lincomycin

Lincomix

oxytetracycline (OTC)

TM, OXTC, Oxytetracycline, Pennox, Terramycin

oxytetracycline/

Neo-Oxy, Neo-Terramycin

neomycin

sulfadimethoxine/ Rofenaid, Romet
ormetoprim

tylosin Tylan, Tylosin, Tylovet

tylosin/sulfamethazine

Tylan Sulfa G, Tylan Plus Sulfa G, Tylosin Plus Sulfamethazine

virginiamycin

Stafac, Virginiamycin, V-Max

This list represents the antimicrobials approved for use in water. Upon completion of their transition from OTC to R,

all uses of the following drugs will require a prescription from a veterinarian as of January 1, 2017.

Drug Name

Examples of Proprietary Name(s)

chlortetracycline

Aureomycin, Aureomycyn, Chlora-Cycline, Chloronex, Chlortetracycline,
Chlortetracycline Bisulfate, Chlortet-Soluble-O, CTC, Fermycin, Pennchlor

erythromycin

Gallimycin

gentamicin Garacin, Gen-Gard, GentaMed, Gentocin, Gentoral

lincomycin Linco, Lincomed, Lincomix, Lincomycin, Lincomycin Hydrochloride, Lincosol, Linxmed-
SP

lincomycin/ Lincomycin S, Lincomycin-Spectinomycin, L-S, SpecLinx

spectinomycin

neomycin Biosol Liquid, Neo, Neomed, Neomix, Neomycin, Neomycin Liquid, Neomycin Sulfate,

Neo-Sol, Neosol, Neosol-Oral, Neovet

oxytetracycline

Agrimycin, Citratet, Medamycin, Oxymarine, Oxymycin, Oxy-Sol, Oxytet,
Oxytetracycline, Oxytetracycline HCL, Oxy WS, Pennox, Terramycin, Terra-Vet,
Tetravet-CA, Tetroxy, Tetroxy Aquatic, Tetroxy HCA

penicillin

Han-Pen, Penaqua Sol-G, Penicillin G Potassium, R-Pen, Solu-Pen

spectinomycin

Spectam

sulfadimethoxine

Agribon, Albon, Di-Methox, SDM, Sulfabiotic, Sulfadimethoxine, Sulfadived,
Sulfamed-G, Sulforal, Sulfasol

sulfamethazine

SMZ-Med, Sulfa, Sulmet

sulfaquinoxaline

S.Q. Solution, Sulfa-Nox, Sulfaquinoxaline Sodium, Sulfaquinoxaline Solubilized, Sul-Q-
Nox, Sulquin

tetracycline

Duramycin, Polyotic, Solu/Tet, Solu-Tet, Supercycline, Terra-Vet, Tet, Tetra-Bac,
Tetracycline, Tetracycline Hydrochloride, Tetramed, Tetra-Sal, Tetrasol, Tet-Sol, TC
Vet




