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Groundwater Use and Reporting Act 
Legislative Declaration of Policy 

“The General Assembly declares that the general welfare and public interest require 

that the groundwater resources of the State be put to beneficial use to the fullest 

extent to which they are capable, subject to reasonable regulation, in order to 

conserve and protect these resources, prevent waste, and to provide and maintain 

conditions which are conducive to the development and use of water resources.”



Capacity Use Area Designation 45-5-60(A)  

In the State where excessive groundwater withdrawal presents potential adverse effects 

to the natural resources or poses a threat to public health, safety, or economic welfare 

or where conditions pose a significant threat to the long-term integrity of a 

groundwater source, including salt water intrusion, the board, after notice and public 

hearing, in accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act, shall designate a 

capacity use area. 
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Groundwater Management Planning 45-5-60(B)  

After notice and public hearing, the department shall coordinate the affected 

governing bodies and groundwater withdrawers to develop a groundwater 

management plan to achieve goals and objectives stated in [Legislative 

Declaration of Policy] . 

In those areas where the affected governing bodies and withdrawers are unable 

to develop a plan, the department shall take action to develop the plan. 



Groundwater Withdrawal Permitting 45-5-60(C) 

Once the board approves the groundwater management plan for a designated 

capacity use area , each withdrawer shall make application for a groundwater 

withdrawal permit . The department shall issue groundwater withdrawal permits 

in accordance with the approved plan. 



Strategy #1: Identify areas where a leveling and/or reduction in 
pumping is appropriate.

Prior to each permit renewal cycle, SCDHEC will consider the best available 

information on the geologic and hydrogeologic characteristics of the aquifer(s) 

and groundwater withdrawals of the area to protect against or abate 

unreasonable, or potentially unreasonable, adverse effects on the aquifer(s) and 

water users. 















Strategy #2: Review of permit applications based on 
demonstrated reasonable use.

Proposed withdrawals will be evaluated considering reasonableness of use and need, 

aquifer(s) being utilized, potential adverse effects on adjacent groundwater withdrawers, 

previous reported water use, anticipated demand for the proposed activities, availability 

of alternate water sources and reported water use at facilities with similar activities. 

Applications for groundwater withdrawal will incorporate a “Water Use Plan” or a “Best 

Management Strategy” detailing actual or proposed water use activities and all 

conservation techniques for site specific water management.



Reasonable Use 
Determination by 
Water Use Type

Water Use Type General Reasonable Use Guidelines

Aquaculture (AQ)

• Size of operation (acreage)

• Depth of holding ponds, lagoons, or lakes

• Refill rates

Golf Course (GC)

• Based on current systematic and industry

based standards

• Application rates

• Acreage irrigated

• Duration of irrigation

Industry (IN)

• Based on current systematic and industry

based standards

• Variability based on size and type of industry

Irrigation (IR)

• Based on current systematic and industry

based standards

• Crop type

• Irrigation method

• Acreage irrigated

• Duration of irrigation

• Stress period buffering

Thermo Power (PT)

• Based on current systematic and industry

based standards

• Availability of alternative water sources

Nuclear Power (PN)
• Based on current systematic and industry

based standards

Water Supply (WS)

• Based on current systematic and industry

based standards

• Population served

• Per capita use

Other (OT) • Variability based on size and type of industry



Strategy #3: Establish a comprehensive groundwater 
monitoring program.

SCDHEC will pursue partnerships with local entities, groundwater users and other 

agencies (both Federal and State) to facilitate the most effective use of resources in 

designing and maintaining a monitoring network for the Trident Area





Strategy #4: Establish a conservation educational plan 
for the general public & existing withdrawers.

Water conservation has increasingly become a cornerstone to the development of 

water management strategies. An effective, viable water conservation program should 

incorporate the following:

• Provide public education and outreach programs;

• Determine and enhance water use efficiency;

• Determine water losses and establish corrective actions; 

• Prepare for water shortages and provide appropriate responses. 





Strategy #5: Regulation and Planning

As the results of the modeling effort and the updates to the State Water Plan 

become available, they will help inform potential regulatory and policy changes 

and will be incorporated into this Groundwater Management Plans.

Adaptive Management Strategy 



Permitting Process

1. An application and required documentation is submitted to the Department by a potential 
groundwater withdrawer

2. Department reviews application for completeness

3. Department performs a technical review of permit

4. All new and modified permits are Public Noticed / to TAC for comment

5. A Permit to Construct is issued if new wells are requested to be installed

• Is not a Permit to Withdraw, only authorized construction of the well(s)

6. Permit to Withdraw is issued

• If a new well was installed, the Department requires well records be submitted prior to 
issuance of a permit







• Site Map showing proposed 
withdrawal locations 

• Proposed well construction 
diagram 

• Additional Information may be 
needed on site specific basis 

*No fee for application 


