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There have been dramatic changes in the regulatory environment since the
passage of the Telecommunication Act of 1996. This report provides a brief overview
and history of telecommunications regulation and the 1996 Act. This report reviews the
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and innovations in telecommunications that are important for rural areas. A key
contribution of this report is the development of a checklist of issues that rural areas
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This paper highlights cooperative projects between local governments in
Michigan and Michigan State University with the intended objective of further
expanding broadband telecommunications services to the state's rural areas.
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This paper reviews an empirical study of governmental actors in rural Texas
courts. The study uses multiple data collection and analysis techniques to more
completely describe governmental actor’s information behavior. The objective of the
paper is to fully understand the challenges inherent to e-government. The authors
argue that for e-government to achieve its potential, a substantial and in-depth
understanding of governmental actors jobs responsibilities, key information, and
communication patterns is necessary.

9. Hollister, D. (2001, Spring). The fiber optic railway town: Chattanooga at a technical
crossroads. Retrieved on July 17, 2007 from
http://www.chattmag.com/www/docs/2.101.



11. Lentz, R., & Oden, M. (1999, September). The telecommunications complex in the
Mississippi Delta region, 1988-1996: Implications for economic development policy.
Jackson, MS: Enterprise Corporation of the Delta.

13. National Research Council, Committee on Broadband Last Mile Technology,
Computer Science and Telecommunications Board, Division on Engineering and
Physical Sciences. (2002). Broadband: Bringing home the bits. Washington, D.C.:
National Academy Press. Retrieved on July 17, 2007 from
http://books.nap.edu/books/0309082730/html/index.html

This report reviews the diverse issues related to the so called “last-mile” or “first-
mile” (depending upon the perspective) Internet connectivity problem. The report
discusses the technology, economics, politics, and strategies surrounding the current
broadband debate. The paper concludes with recommendations geared towards
improving broadband’s deployment and use.
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This book reviews how states have changed their approach to
telecommunications regulation and planning since the breakup of AT&T in 1984. The
book examines the major issues of telecommunications regulation, along with the
relationship between telecommunications and economic development. Finally the
book describes and evaluates the telecommunications experience of nine states.
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This report examines state and local programs aimed at the development of
advanced information technology infrastructure for their region. The goal of this
project is to examine the importance of state and local roles in further advancing
technology infrastructure. In particular the report highlights state level innovation that;
promotes competition, utilizes state universal funds to encourage universal service,
and improves rural telecommunications infrastructure. This report also identifies the
importance of innovative telecommunications infrastructure and the role of state and
municipal governments in promoting deployment.




