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Roots

“The cultures of The Bahamas and southern America share some traditions that
suggest an African Past. The distinct Bahamian culture mixes African, British,

and American influences. Culturally and linguistically, Eleuthera owes much to
Gullah people who live in coastal Islands offshore South Carolina, and Georgia.

What is Contemporary Culture?

The current shared themes, beliefs and values of the society.
It includes present practices, trends, as well as political and
social beliefs.

MUSIC AND DANCE

Goombay Junkanoo

Influenced by calypso as wellas furk and soul music. Consists of many.
orfl histes and h

Rake n’ Scrape
Earliest indigenous form of music in the Bahamas, Popular folk music that originated on Cat Island whnrc it b\cndcd
songs were used as a form of social commentary and way to hand n
down traditions. Haunting melodies are played through a goatskin
drumbeat rhythm

European and African music cultures. Us
‘musicals, plays, operas Important instruments used are carpenter saws,
pork barrels with sheep skin,accordion and guitars

Junkanoo started offassireet dancing tumed into a giant parade to
celebrate bahamian cuture

[
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Junkanoo

Sning Day (Dec.26)and New Years Day

Starting at sunrise, the paradlers rush in argnmzed o
and are judged on costume theme and perform:

Goat skin drums, cow bellswhisties, and costumes are all part
of the festival that Bahamians prepare for allyear.

Eleuthera All That Jazz Festival
ot
Brings in prestigious international musicians to the Bahamas
with most of the concerts taking place in the Governor's
Harbour area. Proceeds benefit the Haynes Library which is a
“beacon for the community”

Pineapple Festival
e

One of the biggest events n Eleuthera and the fest s held in
Gregory Town to celebrate Eleutheras famous pineapples
and farmers. There is music food, Junkanoo performances,
contests,and pineapples!!

APol(er Run Bahamas

that benefits the Bahamas National
Trust. Over 70 Boats ride in a convoy departing from Nassau
Harbour and traveling to the northern islands of Eleuthera

winning prizes along the way

Fishermen’s Festival
Midy

Annual event recognizing the importance of the Crawfishing
Industry to the tiny island community of Spanish Wells Event
bids farewell to those fishermen who would be leaving for
the opening of the Bahamian Crawfish Season (1t August)

Green Castle Haulers Festival
July 10-14

Celebrates net fishing for Jack fish which is important for
food, income and culture. ive days of fun, hard work, and
celebration to honor this technique and cultural traditon

Tarpum Bay Homecoming

Jly 27 - August 2

“Back to the Bay” features musical performances, unique
ntests, dances, local cuisine and common Junkanoo

activities. A large community gathering to bring together all

locals as wellas atracting tourists o appreciate Tarpum Bay.

Bahamians are:
deeply religious
Christinity is the

Traditional plant
medicine practiced
in the Carlbbean
region which s a
cultural mixture of
indigenous practices
and other influences

but freedom of
relgion is practiced
throughout

country

Excursions Through Outdoor Glass Window Bridge

Center in Tarpum Bay

Bahamian art forms are influenced by many
aspects of lfe like social struggles, ifestyle,
religion, and natural island surroundings,
Junkanoo's dramatic designs and vibrant
colors are have a big impact on the art world

Tradiitional crafts also include creating

beautfully intricate straw hats and baskets

These abstract and more literal forms of art

draw inspiration from African roots and all
areas of nature.

CUISINE

Food in Eleuthera ranges
from seafood, to wings to
barbeque dishes

Conch Salad

Conch Fiitters

As the national food,
conch is an intregal aspect
of a Bahamian diet. Conch
is used for fitters, salads,
stews and more!

Johnnycakes Guava Duff Goombay Smash

Eleuthera has
many beautful
attractions that

make it unique

place tolive and
work for locals and

an alluring place:
tovisi for touriss.

Ocean Hole

‘The natural beauty

and opportunities

all contribute to the
culture of idand

Chaters Tarpum Bay Beach Swing

Strong sense of identity and unique
traditions; Contributing to authenticity;
Promote diversity and individuality.

Lack of community effort to keep traditions
thriving can stop future cultural development
and make them disappear

Betters local economy, attracts visitors to
experience culture and partake in family
of the island; Promotes ecology and.
preservation essential to keep culture alive

Faiing to welcome advantages of tourism and
marketing the natural beauty of the islind; Lack
of signage and direction for visitors

TOURISM  CULTURE

Tarpum Bay Pier

Protect, preserve, celebrate; Highlight and
share culture; Exposure for locals; Widespread
promotion of festivals draws more locals,
descendants, and visitors

There are threats of disappearance without
continuing support for local events and
traditions

New construction leads to declining ecological
preservation and natural beauty; Outside
influence threatens local culture and unique
nuances

Making natural attractions more accessible for
awareness (signage); More appreciation and
awareness

Erma Roccherta| Aleandra Ugan | LARC 25101 Hala Nassar | 11 Sept 2023
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POLLUTIO

While the air quality in the Bahamas is
considered to be good at an average of 27 AQI,
water pollution is unfortunately common.
The tourism in the area contributes greatly to
plastic washing up on beaches and threating
marine life. It is estimated that by 2025, the
Bahamas will have 685 million

|
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The Bahamas are part of a Oolite
Limestone platform that has been raised up
over millions of years. Each islands sands
are unique, with Eleuthera’s taking on a
pink color due to the shells of coral insects
that live off the coast. Minerals such as
Calcite and Aragonite are primarily found
on the surface, and Dolomite, Gypsum, and
Halite reside underneath the islands.

HYDROLOGY

‘The surrounding water is the
Bahamas’ most abundant
resource

Because there are no lakes or rivers
on Eleuthera, fresh drinking water
is diffiult to obtaain

Coastal erosion due to longshore:
drift occurs frequently

Better methods of gaining
access to fresh water such as
desalination could greatly
benefit the island

Hurricanes and storms frequently
batter the island, threatening
humans, plants, animals, and

structures

Due to its lo

cation on the water, Tarpum Bay is
extremely susceptible to flooding. The frequent hurricanes
greatly impact the area and the infrastructure of the town.
As global warming becomes more of a crisis every day, the

effects are seen especially well in the areas around the
Bahamas and Tarpum Bay. Sea level and temperatures

continue to rise and threaten not only the town and people
who live there, but also flora and fauna that reside in the

area as well.

Erosion of coastal areas is another problem

that the Bahamas currently face. Processes like
the Longshore Effect and the erosion of sand
dunes deteriorate natural barriers that protect
the town from strong winds as well as flood-
ing. Luckily, the planting of sand dune vegeta-
tion and the implementation of structures like
groynes have helped to negate these effects.

DURING A STORM

ASTE MANAGEMENT

SOIL

POLLUTION

Air quality is considered to be
good with little to no pollution

Water pollution s extremely
common

Plastic debris from tourism
washes up on beaches

New government policies are
adressing and fighting use of
plastics

Volunteer cleanups are
regularly organized

Plastic debris not only
threatens the natural beauty
of the island, but also the
species that inhabit it

The soil in Eleuthera typically ranges
between 7.5 and 8.5 on the pH scale. The
soil is difficult to keep fertile and has few
nutrients because of how young the
limestone is, as well as the fact that the
actual soil is lodged between shallows of
limestone.

WASTE
MANAGEMENT

Research has been done on waste
‘management in the Bahamas

Facilities needed to effectively
dispose of waste have been built

Management of the facilities
is weak and oftentimes
expensive

Preexisting infrastructre can
be revitalized into a more
effecient system

Current system of dumping.
and burning trash leads to
pollution and uncontrollable
fires

The Bahamas are said to
produce about 300,000
tons of solid waste per
year. The main strategy of
this is to dump the waste
in formal sites and then
burn the material.
However, this can lead to
uncontrollable fires and
pollution of drinking
water.

BAHAMAS

GEOLOGY

Qualities of the limestone
provide for unique and
beautiful rock structures

The island of Eleuthera is
primarily flat and has a very
low elevation

Calcite has more uses than
most minerals, including use
in construction and soil
treatment for agriculture

Tarpum Bay’s location on the
coast makes it suscpeptible
to coastal erosion which can
lead to flooding

SOIL

Despite limestone presence,
soil is still created through the
erosion process

‘The soil contains a lack of
nutrients and is lodged in
shallows of limestone

As limestone ages, its nutrient
components increase which
‘means soil quality could get

better over time

The soil is difficult to grow
most plants in and is often
easily eroded
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Eleuthera, The Bahamas

Built Form and Character——z, =™ ol P

Residential

dustrial places in Eleu-
/ & o (hera, as you can see il Is
Houeatona he least represented on
the map. You can also fell
9 @ Resors/Towrm | (s fstand is very
° Agriculiure small as well.
Site
* It's Imporant for us o know about urban form and character because Harbour island IS te place
We wan o compliment tis Island instead of foally changing it ﬁﬂnhgﬂnﬁlfegzﬁ:?mﬁﬁo
* 1115 Imporiant (o undersiand ihe past, present, and fufure land use so because of (e pineapple Represeled i (s nap are (e big skands tat are

located in Eleuthera. As you look af (he map, you can
tell there is mostly residential areas in eleuthera as
well as resorts. This is maybe because of all the tour-
ism (hat goes on in Eleuthera. You can also see {hat
there isn’t much agriculture here, there larms are very
Tittle in size. There is a lof of education areas here,
and most of it Is high school education.

we could make it more advanced. Understanding tese things helps fields.

With planning and the development o (his area.
* I's important to understand the architecture that s already there, so us

as designers will not put something there that does not belong. We
‘wan to fit the historical context of the location.

Popular Tourist Destinations

* Fleuthura is home fo very little educational institutes, and
1o school has a higher level of education than just high

school.
lass Window Bridge

The Island School
‘These are the beautiful sites that
fourist come (0 see and enjoy.
The Glass Window Bridge and the
Pink Sand beaches are the most
popualar sites in elenthera.

Pink Sand Beaches

* Education has became good in Eleuthera as
(he literacy rate is at 96% and about 92% of
students atending school.

* The overnment of the Bahamas has taken a {
more involved role in education. Education
Tete 1 aso ree, and befween al e Schools . : T bt e R e et
;"f““:e'::sme Whele Bhamas tere are 66,00 North Eleuthera High School Bath.

— oy . |Agriculture
e Y Pineapple Farms

* Elenthera is known (o have the world’s sweetest pineapples “sugar-

Rock Sound Ocean Hole

* There is an annual festival named aiter these pineapples called “Pine-
apple Fest.”

= * Eleuthera are able (o produce these pineapples because o their rich
@ clay soil.

Ramora Bay Resort
Eleuthera is toured a lot, so they offer these nice resorts Other Farms
(hat are mainly known for (heir views, (o comiort (e * The farms on eleuthera are small fo mid-size, and most of the labor is
needs of (hese visitors. done by hand.

* Besides the famous pineapples, they also grow things like tomatoes,
* The French Leave Resort is localed in the middle of Har- sweel peppers, onions, elc.

bour’s Island and spanish wells. It is known for his view
of the pink sand beaches and turquoise water.

* Valentine’s Resort is one of the best resort companies
in the whole Bahamas and is one of the most visited.

* Ramora Bay Resort i also in Harbour Island, and is
Known for their nice patio views.

Valentine’s Resort and Marina

Markeim Smith
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Culture is defined by Boston University as the way of lfe including arts, beliefs, and institutions of a population that are passed down from generation to generation. It has
been called “the way of lfe for an entire society.” This includes codes of manners, dress, language, religion, rituals, art, norms of behavior, laws and morality, and systems of
belief. Culture is something that enhances our quality of life, bonds us with our neighbors and surroundings, and increases overall well-being for both individuals and com-
munities. Culture is such a precious and fragile aspect of human life that must be fostered and preserved for us, our ancestors, and our future gencrations.

.
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The Bahamas have variety of cultural influence spanning Britain, Haiti, the coastal Car- ~ With 100,000 square miles of water, the country as a whole consumes seafood regular-
olina islands, and predominately, West Africa. English is the official language of The Ba- Iy and they know how to prepare it well. It is commonly fried, baked, stewed, steamed or
hamas, but they have regional and class related dialects. Bahamian Dialect and English  boiled. The national dish of The Bahamas is conch, also known as hurricane ham, because
Creole are spoken widely on Eleuthera. There is no difference in the linguistic structure it can outlast any preserved meat and are good in an emergency.

of Gullah and the Sea Island Creole that is spoken in the Caribbean and in Africa. Along

with their language itself, the southern Gullah culture and the Bahamians also share a
great story telling tradition. The Bahamas host one of the largest collection of folk-tales in
the hemisphere that speak to an African origin and pass down lessons from generation
to generation. Not only does the Gullah community share their language, cuisine, and
folklore, they also share and expertise in basket weaving. 90% of the nation profess a reli-
gion, 70% of them protestant.
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Goombay is the traditional music of the Bahamas. It consists of musical traditions
from African and European influences blended together. One form is called “rake and
scrape” and uses goombay goatskin drums and scrapping saws. Another style of music
in the Bahamas is calypso, which is an Afro-Caribbean music that uses drums, Latin

P guitars, trumpets, and vocalists.

Junkanoo is the most popular folk art expression in The Bahamas. It originated from
an African tribal chief who demanded the right to celebrate with is people after being
captured into slavery, and after emancipation, it evolved to a massive parade with cos-
tumes, themed music, and dance. Eleuthera Pineapple Festival is another widely cele-
brated festival that originated in Eleuthera. It originated from the tradition of old cap-
tains placing a pineapple on their gatepost when they arrive home from sea. It is now
celebrated as a homecoming event for decedents to return home and for farmers to
display their hard work. Another tradition is Coconut Festival that began in 1998 and
is now held as a homecoming event similar to pineapple festival. It uses the nations
abundant coconut supply to make culinary dishes, drinks and crafts. There is also mu-
sic, dancing, and coconut barking contests.

There are little remains of the native Lucayan art
work, but in the 18th century art reemerged and land-
scape painting became very popular. It wasn’t until
the second half of the 20th century that native Baha-
mian artists gained recognition for their work. This
emergence stemmed from improvements in educa-
tionand ics after declaring ind

from Britain. Since independence, Bahamians have
attempted to define national vernacular in art. Ex-
pressionists are dedicated to raising awareness of the
Bahamas’ African heritage and culture. In the last sev-
eral years, The National Art Gallery of the Bahamas
has encouraged local artist to create engaging pub-

lic murals. A recent theme was “tellin’ we story” that
served to inspire young artist to create murals that fo-
cus on historically significant events from The Baha-
mas. The goal is to inspire the community and revive
the area through the color, life, and story-telling abili-
ties of the art

i, . . ST vl ’m b,
practice its traditions and celcbrate its design . the risks fading
Colletive respect for the beauty oftheir holidays Opportunity to create spaces forfsti- without the resources to hold events,
environmen and nature Eleuthera islacking the same amount vals, celebrations, relgious worship, ec. practices, and gatherings
Connection to our rootsin South of artapprecation space, whether that + Alack of artwork misses an opportunity
Carolina gives us a famillaity and is galley location orariss themselves students can learn cultural practces like 10bring life and meaning into our spac-
Somewhat ofa common ground compared to the inner ishands basket weaving and wood carving -
A younger generation who s excited (o + Declinein pineapple production Potentialfor a space where communi-

ty members can fish and learn how (o

s s the birth place, history goes back traditionally prepare food
Possibiliy o reintroduce the pincapple
crop that has declined in recent years
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Climate - Sea Level Rise - Hurricanes - Nature Preserves - Air Quality

Strengths \Weaknesses Opportunites Threats
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