STUDENT WORK HIGH

THE ALLEY REVIVED+ SENECA, S.C.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Ram Cat Alley has a history of being filled with life. The town began as
arailroad junction in 1873. Ram Cat Alley quickly became a shipping
point for cotton farmers from the area. These farmers would line up
their wagons for blocks waiting for the train’s arrival. With its growing
popularity the town added a passenger terminal, hotels, and parks.
This was the beginning of people using Ram Cat Alley as a gathering
place. In 1908 Fred Hopkins Meat Market was established and became
a community hub. Today there are bars, restaurants, shops, and office
buildings, but there are also abandoned buildings, a park that isn't
used, and the life that once filled Ram Cat Alley is gone. This project
proposes a flexible park space that is inclusive and attractive to all
generations. The various green spaces invite children to play, young
adults to enjoy their drinks outdoors, and people experiencing homeless
to yield their own food. The space encourages community involvement

Pacific Plaza is 3.74 acre
community park located
in Dallas, Texas. It was
designed by SWA Group
Landscape Architects
and opened to the

Lawrenceburg Civic Park
is a 2.5 acre community
park in Lawrenceburg,
Indiana. It was designed
by MKSK Studio and
opened to the public in

public in October of June of 2019.
through shared spaces and aims to return the life to Ram Cat Alley. 2019.
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Millar Park is 2 acre
community park located
in Chattanooga,
Tennessee. It was
designed by Eskew
Dumez Ripple &
Spackman Mossop
Michaels.
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CHILD DAY CARE
CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL

PRELIMINARY DESIGN CONCEPT
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BIKE & OUTDOOR RENTAL

WELLS FARGO BANK

WALNUT STREET BAKERY
USED BOOKSTORE
ALLEY APARTMENTS
‘OPEN LAWN SPACE
ALLEY HOTEL
LOCAL BAKERY

MEDICAL OFFICES
PUBLIC LIBRARY

SPLASH PAD.

THE FASHION SHACK
PARKING GARAGE PEDESTRIAN ENTRANCE & EXIT

ARTS OFF THE ALLEY STAGE / GATHERING AREA

SECTION A
VANGELIS BISTRO
BONATERRA
BREWS ONTHE ALLEY
SHIPLEY'S FURNITURE

KOI POND

SOUTH SPORTS PROMOTIONS

AXONOMETRIC SITE PLAN

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS

PARKING GARAGE VEHICULAR ENTRANCE & EXIT

PARKING GARAGE PEDESTRIAN ENTRANCE & EXIT

RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS LOCAL ART MUSEUM
‘SENECA HISTORY MUSEUM
LOBLOLLY ARTS

THE SPOT ON THE ALLEY

‘GREEN SPRINGS GIFT SHOP

PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

HISTORICAL BUILDINGS. 2

VEGETATIVE LAWN AREAS

VEHICULAR TRAFFIC

PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC- STONE PAVING

SRS CAROLINA HOME REAL ESTATE INC.
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ALLEYS WITHIN ALLEYS e LT . BB s

SENECA, SOUTH CAROLINA
LARC 4540 - URBAN DESIGN - FALL 2020 - ELIZABETH ROONEY
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

“Alleys within Alleys" is the idea to uncover and rediscover the hidden and unique characteristics that make
outh Carol ique pls the world. The project focuses on reconnecting the
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In order for downtown Seneca to be a walking experience the best thing was to make downtown Seneca a POINTS OF EXPERIENCE A4

CIRCULATION, GATEWAYS, AND PASSAGEWAYS BUILDINGS, GREENSCAPES, HARDSCAPES
pedestrian only area. The main street that runs through downtown Seneca along with the side streets that
lead intothe d Ilb d ith dis —

in the streets ® = EXISTING CONDITIONS

As people explore the downtown alleyways lead into unique plazas where there are gathering areas where
people can seat, eat, and socialize and green spaces. The central park was redesigned behind the idea of
g ty b ty centers that creates one long l alley. Each building

hub where people can gather, play, experience, and socialize.

Overall,
system and creating an inviting green system for an enjoyable downtown walking experience.

SITE CONTEXT

The site is located in Seneca, South Carolina
and consists o four blocks which i rferreci o
as downtonn Sereca. Within the four blacksis
acentral park that extends to equal two blocks
in the center of downtown.

DESIGN PRECEDENTS

While thinking about redesigning downtown Seneca | looked into precedents that were focused on
igningall designi open spaces, and looked how green roofs
interact with open spaces and the purposes of different green roofs.

w2 A~ T Three different precedents
influenced my parkand urban
space design of downtown
Seneca: Red Hoek Point
(Brooklyn, NY), Parsons Alley
(Duluth, GA), and Rooftop Park
(Rotterdam, Netherlands)
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SENECA CITY: REIMAGINING A HISTORIC DOWNTOWN

EMBRACING ACCESSIBILITY AND COMMUNITY WHILE PRESERVING CULTURE | MEGAN YATES | PROFESSOR CHANG | URBAN DESIGN STUDIO

PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS CASE STUDIES ——————————————  CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT
The sit for this project, downtown Seneca, has the potenial for improving  After complefing the analysis e L forthis
the quanity and quality of recreational assets. Following the inifial visitto  project were selected due fo how Th pt of this pro the existing elements while fok-

ing on a refreshed approach o the main sieet of Seneca. The overall
goal was to maintain @ balance between pedestrian and vehicular
2- Greenspace Access ciruclation with an emphasis on access fo greenspace. Each block has
3- Communily-Focused Spaces its own park or parkle, with o significantincrease of shaded spaces fo
e incegse pedestion conforiabilly during he wormer morihs The -
unity passive.
ond acive recreation, as well as encouraging the appreciation of the
beautful nature in Seneca. There was a need for increased accessibil-
ity, so clear circulation for pedestrians was a priority.

the ste,my team ond | compiled data and developed our sie analysis.
Seneca experiences circulation issues due fo the prioriization of vehicu-
lor access over pedestrian access. Along with the deteriorating roads and
sidewalks, the downfown region has poor lighting during the night and
an unnecessary number of parking spaces for the number of daily visitors
1o the downlown region. Laslly,the stle of the greenspaces around the
eight city blocks are less than ideal, with poor maintenance and a lack of
shade and seting for visiors, challenging the well-being of the
community.

condifions of the site. The criteria conmled of five ob|eclwes:
1- Pedestrian Priorifization

4- Stree Revil
5- HmoncAppncmnm

ECONOMIC ANALYSIS & INVENTORY 4

LINEAR SKETCH OF A RESTORED DOWNTOWN SENECA
¥ LR

EXPLODED SITE ELEMENTS

Tree Canopy

Buildings
FINAL NORTON-THOMPSON PLAZA

Pedestrian
Circulation

REVITALIZATION MASTER PLAN

SITE 3: P STREET REVITALIZATION
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SENECA CITY AXONOMETRIC MASTER PLAN

“nottoscole

NORTON-THOMPSON PLAZA & PROMENADE

RAM CAT ALLEY

REIMAGINING A HISTORIC UTOPIA | MEGAN YATES | PROFESSOR CHANG | URBAN DESIGN STUDIO

Vehicular
Circulation

Greenspaces

PLANTING PALETTE

The redesigned Seneca plant selection heavily focuses on
using nolive & naturalized species while also serving polli-
notor species throughout the downtown region.
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AXONOMETRIC LEGEND

1. West-Side Parking
2.Ram-Cat Alley

3. Seneca Cily Promenade

4. Norton-Thompson Housing & Ploza
5. Seneca City Center Lown

6. Linear Pork

7. Seneca City Event Lawn

8. Eost-Side Parking

RAM CAT ALLEY

Overall,this concept s relatively simple inifs intention. The goal is o create a liveable, resilient space that stands the test of fime, while remaining fa-
mlhm folog e residens . Wih contoled dwvnuge systems that water the sreet frees and plantings, this site repurposes all runoff to maintain its

[ The all-decidk street ide shade in the warmer months and allow the sun to reach the buildings to cut heat costs in the
wintertime

For the Norton-Th Housing & Plaza, the feel and multi-family housing incorporates the courtyard-like area of the pork
and the mulfi-use spaces on the first floor of the apariment units fo cater to the community of Seneca. The winding pathway that runs down the cen-
ter of the plaza mitigates issues that result from the 12-foot change in topography. It is wheelchair accessible and cotered towards elderly users. Each
green ‘pod" has ot least one park bench to allow users fo rest in the shade. Green buffers are highly important for the Norton-Thompson Plaza, as it
Softens the edge between the main street and the park

Larger parking lots buffer the lower side of Seneca, and the iree buffer runs along the railway o lessen noise pollufion. The train stafion (ot pictured
in master plan] remains the same os a historic landmark, and will have improved signage and will be better maintained. Additionally, improved solar
lighting systems and recycling units will be evenly positioned throughout the sie.

In addiion o these assets, there are 396 parking spofs across the enfire downfown sirip, and two of he streets have been reduced o one-ways fo
mitigate traffic issues. The pavement at infersections is made of hexagonal stamped pavers that pay homage fo the original sidewalks of downtown
Seneca in the 19205 and 1930s. These intersections, along with the promenade that runs the enire length of the downtown strp, create a visual dif-
ference for pedestrians and drivers alike.
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