
 
                                               

LAAB Site Visit Schedule 

Clemson University BLA & MLA Programs 
November 10-14, 2024 

 
Hala Nassar, Ph.D, FCELA 
Professor & Program Director  
School of Architecture  
College of Architecture, Art and Construction  
Clemson University 
Email: hnassar@clemson..edu  
Cell: (864) 207-6404 
 
Jim Stevens, Ph.D,  AIA 
Professor & School Director  
School of Architecture  
College of Architecture, Art and Construction  
 Clemson University  
Email: jsteve@clemson.edu  
Cell: (252) 671-2516 

 
Landscape Accreditation Board Site Visit Team 

Team Chair/MLA Educator 
Keith Christensen, Ph.D., ASLA, RLA 
Department Head and Professor 
Inclusive Planning & Design 
Landscape Architecture & Environmental Planning 
(LAEP) 
College of Agriculture and Applied Sciences 
Utah State University 
The Fine Arts Visual (FAV) Building, FAV 228 
1171 E Highway 89 
Logan, UT 84322 
435 757-2926 
Keith.christensen@usu.edu 

 

Academic Administrator  
R. Brooks Jeffery 
Associate Vice President for Research 
(Retired) 
Professor Emeritus of Architecture 
College of Architecture Planning & Landscape 
Architecture 
The University of Arizona 
P.O. Box 210066  
Tucson, AZ 
520-240-7619  
rbjeffer@email.arizona.edu 

 

BLA Educator 
Jack Ahern, Ph.D., FASLA 
Former LAAB Board Member (2016-2021) and Chair 
(2021) 
Emeritus Professor 
Department of Landscape Architecture and Regional 
Planning 
University of Massachusetts Amherst  
Amherst, MA 01003 
413-230-1610 
jfa@ipo.umass.edu  
 

 

Practitioner 
Beth Greenleaf Kirmmse, RLA 
Project Manager 
Fuss & O’Neil 
317 Iron Horse Way 
Suite 204 
Providence, RI 02908 
860-917-9360  
Beth.kirmmse@fando.com 
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Saturday, November 9 
Time TBD Keith Christensen 
Time TBD R. Brooks Jeffery  

 
Sunday, November 10 

Time TBD Jack Ahern 

Time TBD Beth Greenleaf Kirmmse 

1:30 pm— 2:30 pm  ROVE Team members meeting with Program Director Hala Nassar 
at the Martin Inn  

2:30 – 4:00 pm  Tour: Dr. Hala Nassar, walking tour of Clemson Campus, Cooper Library, 
Gunnin Library, Lee Hall, Studio and Seminar spaces, laboratories, and a 
brief orientation of landscape architecture student work. 

4:00—5:15pm  
 

Lee Hall II Reception space 
Light refreshments 
Attendees: ROVE team, Landscape Architecture faculty, staff, and 
invited guests. 

5:30 pm  Dinner ROVE team with Hala Nassar, Lara Browning & Jim Stevens  
Blue Heron in Pendelton 

 
Monday, November 11  

7:30 am – 8:30 am  Breakfast Meeting with Tenured Full Professor Hala Nassar 
Attendees: Hala Nassar 
Location: Sunnyside Café/ Patrick Square, Clemson, SC 

9:00 am – 9:30am  Meeting with Provost of Clemson University  
Attendees: Robert “Bob” Jones  
Location: 210 Sikes Hall  
Escort: Lupe Franchi Meet 8:45 AM at Lee Hall 

9:45 am – 10:15 am  Meeting with School of Architecture Director  
Attendees: Jim Stevens  
Location: 3-126 Lee Hall  
Escort: Lupe Franchi 

10:15 am – 10:30 am    Break  
10:30 am – 11:00 am  BLA Curriculum overview 

Attendees: Senior Lecturer and Coordinator of Undergraduate BLA program, Lara 
Browning   
Location: 3-101 Lee Hall 

11:00 am – 11:20 am  Faculty meeting with Senior Lecturer Lara Browning  
Location: 3-101 Lee Hall 

11:30 am – 12:00 pm  Meeting with 1st Year BLA Students 
Location: Wedge  



12:00 pm - 1:50 pm  Lunch with recent alumni and practitioners Melissa Morales (2023), Evan 
Libensperger (2023), Kinzer Hurt (2024), Alex Leonard (2024), Hannah Durham 
(2024), Alex Cabe (2022), Haylee McManus (2023), Emma Strong (2022), Patrick 
Gregory (2023). 
Location: G06 

1:50 pm— 2:00 pm Break 
2:00 pm – 2:30 pm  MLA Curriculum overview  

Attendees: Tenured Full Professor and Coordinator of Graduate 
MLA program, Hala Nassar   
Location: 3-101 Lee Hall 

2:30 pm – 2:50 pm  Faculty meeting with Tenured Full Professor Hala Nassar   
Location: 3-101 Lee Hall 

2:55 pm – 3:30 pm  Meeting with 2nd year BLA Students  
Location: Wedge  

3:30 pm – 3:45 pm  Break  
3:45 pm – 4:30 pm  Meeting with 3rd Year BLA Students  

Location: Wedge  
4:30 pm – 5:00 pm  Informal check-in with Program Director Dr. Hala Nassar 
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm  Break  
6:00 pm Team Dinner and Executive Session  

Location: TBD  
 
 
 
Tuesday, November 12  

7:30 am – 8:30 am  Breakfast Meeting with Tenured Full Professor Hala Nassar 
Attendees: Hala Nassar 
Location: Sunnyside Café/ Patrick Square, Clemson, SC 

9:00 am – 9:30am  Meeting with Dean of College of Architecture, Art, and Construction   
Attendees: Ece Erdogmus 
Location: 1-118 Lee Hall   
Escort: Jordan Livingston Meet at 8:45 AM in Lee Hall 

9:45 am – 10:15 am  Meeting with SoA Office Staff Shay Vinson, Kayla Rutherford and Regina Foster 
Location: 3-101 Lee Hall 

10:15 am – 10:30 am    Break  
10:30 am – 10:50 am  Faculty meeting with Tenured Full Professor Mary G. Padua   

Location: 3-101 Lee Hall 
10:50 am – 11:10 am  Faculty meeting with Tenured Full Professor Tom Schurch   

Location: 3-101 Lee Hall 
11:10 am – 11:30 am  Faculty meeting with Tenured Associate Professor Paul Russell     

Location: 3-101 Lee Hall 
11:30 am – 11:50 am  Faculty meeting with Assistant Professor Matthew Nicolette    

Location: 3-101 Lee Hall 
11:50 am— 12:00 pm Break 
12:00 pm— 12:30 pm Meeting with Staff Fiscal Analyst Esther Kaufman 

Location: 3-101 Lee Hall 



12:30 pm – 1:20 pm  Lunch with Clemson Architecture Foundation (CAF) Sam Hern, Natasha Sexton, 
Todd Richardson, Rick Del Monte & Rhett Crocker 
G-06 

1:20 pm— 1:30 pm Break 
1:30 pm – 2:00 pm  Meeting with Amy Vogelgesang 

Director of Development, College of CAAC 
Location: 3-101 Lee Hall 

2:00 pm – 2:30 pm  Meeting with Staff Administrative Coordinator Michelle Marchesse 
Location: 3-101 Lee Hall 

2:30 pm – 2:45  Break  
2:45 pm – 3:15 pm  Meeting with Elysee Newman, CAAC Associate Dean of Research  

Attendees: Elysee Newman  
Location: 1-150 Lee Hall  

3:15 pm – 4:00 pm  Meeting with SoA Joel Brown Lab Manager, DDS and Woodshop 
Location: 1-264 Lee Hall DDS and Basement of Lee II, G-04/G-05  

4:00 pm- 4:30pm  Meeting with Gunnin Library Director Ann Holderfield  
Location: At the Gunnin Library 

4:30 pm – 5:00pm  Informal Check-in with Program Director Dr. Hala Nassar 
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm  Break  
6:00 pm Team Dinner and Executive Session  

Location: TBD  
 
 
 
 
Wednesday, November 13 

7:30 am – 8:30 am  Breakfast Meeting with Tenured Full Professor Hala Nassar 
Attendees: Hala Nassar 
Location: Sunnyside Café/ Patrick Square, Clemson, SC 

9:00 am— 9:30 am Associate Dean of Graduate School 
Dr. Jeff Hallo 
Location: E-106 Martin Hall 
Escort: Kai Koopman Meet 8:45 AM in Lee Hall 

10:00am – 10:20am  Faculty meeting with Tenured Associate Professor Hyejung Chang  
Location: 3-101 Lee Hall 

10:20 am – 10:40 am  Faculty meeting with Lecturer Hannah Slyce  
Location: 3-101 Lee Hall 

10:40 am – 11:00 am    Break  
11:00 am – 11:20 am  Meeting with MLA Cohorts (3 cohorts – 20 min each in G06 Lee Hall)  

Meeting with 3rd year MLA students 
11:20 am – 11:40 am  Meeting with 2nd year MLA students 
11:40 am – 12:00 pm  Meeting with 1st year MLA students 
12:00 pm—12:30 pm Break  
12:30 pm – 1:30 pm  Lunch with Landscape Architecture Faculty  

Location: G-06 Lee Hall  
1:30 pm— 2:15 pm  Zoom meeting with SC-ASLA Executive Board Members, Jamie Hairfield, Holley 

Owens, Michael Ethridge, Barrett Armstrong & Chris Owings 



Location: G06 
Karen Parker 

2:15 pm— 2:30pm  Break 
2:30 pm— 3:00 pm Meeting with Staff SoA Communications Coordinator Bea Bates 

Location: 3-101 Lee Hall 
3:10 pm—3:30 pm  Meeting with 4th Year BLA Students  

Location: Wedge 
3:40 pm— 4:00 pm Meeting with Assistant Professor Kawthar Alrayyan 

Location: 3-101 Lee Hall 
4:00 pm – 4:20 pm Meeting with Lecturer David Pearson 

Location: 3-101 Lee Hall 
4:30 pm Informal Check-in with Program Director Dr. Hala Nassar 
Afternoon  Team Executive Session as desired  
6:00 pm Team Dinner and Executive Session  

Location: TBD 
 
Thursday, November 14  

7:45am – 8:45 am  Breakfast Meeting with Program Administrator to advise of team findings 
Attendees: Hala Nassar 
Location: Sunnyside Café/ Patrick Square, Clemson, SC 

9:00 am – 9:30am  Review of Team Findings with Provost of Clemson University  
Attendees: Robert “Bob” Jones  
Location: 210 Sikes Hall  
Escort: Celia Castellano Meet 8:45 AM in Lee Hall 

9:45 am— 10:15 am Review of Team Findings with Dean of CAAC  
Attendees: Ece Erdogmus 
Location: 1-118 Lee Hall   
Escort: Celia Castellano 

10:30 am – 11:00 am  Review of Team Findings with Program Administrator Hala Nassar & School of 
Architecture Director Jim Stevens 
Attendees: Hala Nassar & Lara Browning & Jim Stevens  
Location: 3-126 Lee Hall  
Escort: Celia Castellano 

11:00 am – 11:15 am    Break  
11:15 am – 12:15 pm Report of team findings to Landscape Architecture faculty, staff & students 

Location: Wedge 
12:15 pm Lunch, followed by departure from campus.  

Box Lunch for Visiting Team  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


