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LANDSCAPE OF MEMORY

National Museum of African American Hlstory & Culture

5 ACRES

Surroundings Circulation

Open Space Lawn and Water Feature

The museumn’ s architects have incorporated moving experiences into the exterior spaces. The alternating horizontal bands of grass and
stone in the reading grove evoke agricultural furrows receding into the horizon, while the colorful flowers and foliage -pale pink, yellow,
deep red, and dark green- pay homage to the vibrant hues of the multicolored bottle trees that enliven the yards of African Americans in

the rural south.

Madison Drive

Material
The gramite mirrors the sky and
the clouds to create a water
like reflection. In addition, this
long, curved wall of reflected
blue evokes the histarical Tiber
Creek, whase waters onca fowad
through the site.

Planing

Benches
Benches provide a place
for visitors 1o rest and ad
mire the exterior of muse
urn before proceeding to
the north entrance or the
south side and Washington

Accessibility monment. |
The two entries inta the
site are marked by a gen-
thy eurving plinth of highly
polished s1ane and an en-
try fountain of moving and
408l water

South Plaza

Water Feature
Expressing the tububence of
hestiory, wabes moves over & b
Tured SLONe Surlacd owards 3
il rellecting pocd represent
e the calm nature of reihency.
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PARIS, FRANCE 7

On its completion in 1987, Parc de la Villette
astounded Parisians with its Avant guard style T
and loud, red architecture. Constructed on a b N
decommissioned cattle yard and slaught.erhouse = ] s
in the northeastern corner of Paris, the park | N
represented a new strategy of urban organization; N
one based on culture rather than nature.

In the 1870s, Barron Hausmann shifted the
wealth of Paris to the west, isolating the ‘working
«class on the eastern side. This rift and isolation
of the industrial trade continues to this day, as
the Northern and Eastern peripheries of Paris
remain largely industrialized. To counteract the
ongoing class segregation, Parc de la Villette
was constructed to mediate social and cultural
differences.

Bernard Tschumi, the architect and designer,
ght to create a new ‘urban image by

‘developing a new identity for the park. By

rejecting the traditional open lawn in favor

of a more pragrammatic approach, Tschumi

constructed a formal, premeditative scheme.

With its themed gardens and central architectural

elements, the park was intended to be a meeting

‘point.

The park itself is organized around a grid of nodes,
or follies. Major path routes in and around the
park connect these follies with surfaces. or areas Tl =
of distinct program The Cité des Sciences is one <. y A
such surface. As the only structure completed TS5
prior to the park revitalization, the museum's focus y &5
on discovery reflected a crucial step towards the

rethinking of nature versus culture.

“Park de la Villette was designed to improve the city’s physical and economic
health by providing a learning environment based on interactive engagement.”
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