J. RICHARD COTTINGHAM

CAPT John Richard Cottingham, CEC, USN (ret.), P.E., P.L.S., is a
retired naval officer, successful civil engineer, licensed general contractor,
and serial entrepreneur. He was born in Lumberton, NC to John C. and
Elizabeth Cottingham. Raised in Dillon, SC, Richard attended Clemson
University and received his BS in Civil Engineering in 1966, and MS in
Civil Engineering from Georgia Tech in 1973. He is also a graduate of
the Armed Forces Staff College and the NAVFAC Executive Institute.

After graduation from Clemson, Richard served two tours in Vietnam with
the Navy Seabees and served in numerous assignments in the U.S. and
overseas with awards and recognition for combat action and meritorious
service. He retired as a Captain from the Navy Civil Engineer Corps in
1988, to serve as Regional Manager and Executive Vice President of Law
Engineering, a national consulting engineering firm, and was later elected
by the shareholders to the Law Engineering Board of Directors. He later
founded and served as President of Titan Atlantic Group, an employee-owned firm offering engineering,
surveying, and construction. Titan employed 125 and had offices in Charlotte, Raleigh, and Greenville,
NC. The company was acquired in 2002 by Terracon Inc., one of the largest engineering companies in the
United States.

Richard is a long-time supporter of Clemson University and in 1998 received the Alumni Association’s
highest award, the Distinguished Service Award. He has served on Clemson University’s Alumni
National Council, the Foundation Board, and as IPTAY Regional Chairman for central and eastern NC.
He was President of the Triangle Clemson Club and past member of the President’s Club. Richard also
served as a Director of the Finance Corporation for Clemson’s Conference Center Complex. He is an
honorary member of the national civil engineering honor society Chi Epsilon, and was a Charter member
of the Walker Course at Clemson. Richard is an IPTAY Life Endowment donor and has been a proud
member of IPTAY for over 50 years. In 2015, he and his wife, Nancy, established the J. Richard and
Nancy W. Cottingham Distinguished Professor of Civil Engineering Endowment. He regularly serves as
a guest lecturer for CE and ME seniors and juniors.

Other honors include being named a “Fellow” by the Professional Engineers of NC (PENC), the National
Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE), and the American Consulting Engineers Council (ACEC). He
served as President of the Consulting Engineers Council of North Carolina, and won seven state-wide
Engineering Excellence Awards for projects over a 10-year period. In 1996, he was selected as PENC’s
“Engineer of the Year” for the state of North Carolina. He served as a member of the Board of Directors
of the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying (NCEES) for six years, and was
named national President in 2000. Richard received the NCEES Distinguished Service Award in 2003
and their DSA with Special Commendation in 2014. He has also served as a Director on the Oconee
Medical Center Foundation Board. Richard sits on the Civil Engineering Advisory Board and the
SCDOT County Transportation Committee. He became an Eagle Scout in 1959.

Richard’s retirement has been as busy as his professional career. One of his biggest accomplishments
was the planning, permitting, design, and construction of the highly successful Lighthouse Restaurant on
Lake Keowee. He is now an engineering consultant and has served as a construction arbitrator with the
American Arbitration Association.

Richard and his wife of 50+ years, Nancy, recently have named the Hospice of the Foothills House “The
Cottingham House”, and are the proud parents of two children: Andy, a graduate of Clemson, and Carrie
a graduate of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and Duke Law, currently working as
Assistant General Counsel at Clemson University.




