M.Ed. Student Affairs Testimonials

Wen Xi, Class of 2018

I am currently a residence director at Pace University-Pleasantville in New York. In my role, I
work with first year students and help facilitate our residential curriculum along with first-year
interest groups we have in my building. I am also a member of and chair several committees in
our department such as RA training, Professional Staff Selection, and RA Class. At Pace, [ have
also been able to conduct multiple assessment projects, presentations, and work with other
campus partners and advise student groups.

HOW HAS CLEMSON PREPARED YOU?

Clemson’s higher education program was a life changing experience for me and my time in the
program has both made me a competitive candidate while job searching but also helped me
become a more well rounded individual. The intense focus on the practical experience via
internships and practicums during my program experience helped me explore multiple facets of
student affairs such as residential life and multicultural affairs but also afforded me the
opportunity to dabble in academic affairs such as academic advising and support and academic
integrity. This program provided me the foundational knowledge I needed to start my career but
also helped scaffold my experience via hands on learning.

ADVICE TO CURRENT GRADS



One of the highlights of the program is the faculty. My advice is to get to know the faculty, not
just your faculty advisor. Each faculty member is an expert in their work but offers a unique
perspective that will be invaluable to your future career. Take the time to build those
relationships and don’t be afraid to get to know them as a person and not just faculty. One last
piece of advice is to go all in during your time at Clemson. Dive into your experience, the good
and bad parts of it and use those experiences to help you grow as a better professional. There
won’t be many times in your career you are able to make mistakes and learn from them in this
way as you can in graduate school so take advantage of it!

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVEMENT

After graduate school, I have had the chance to attend multiple conference in different regions of
the Northeast along with presenting at conferences based on residential education or student staff
leadership. I have also been able to chaperone students to multiple leadership conferences along
with volunteering to be a part of regional committees and panels. I have also participated in case

study competitions and won or placed in them along with published submissions to journals and
books.

Wonjae Kim, Class of 2019

Program Coordinator for the Multicultural Vision Program
Iowa State University

How has Clemson prepared you?

Clemson became a huge learning laboratory for me to learn and fail and succeed. I was able to
not only discover who I wanted to be, but was provided an environment filled with faculty,
supervisors, and colleagues that supported my growth every step of the way.

Advice to Current Grads

Understand that this experience is temporary. No matter where you end up, if you stay at
Clemson or move elsewhere, your experience as a graduate assistant is temporary. Enjoy the
experience, but know that you will have other mountains to climb.



Professional Involvements
ACPA — Commission on Admissions, Orientation, and First-Year Experience

Adric Hardy, Class of 2018

Assistant Director

Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities
UNC Greensboro

In my current role, I work with students that have allegedly violated the Student Code of
Conduct or Academic Integrity policy. This role allows me to have intentional, one-on-one
conversations with students about decision making, ethics, federal and state laws, career goals,
mental health and much more. I co-supervise our Conduct Team and serve as the Hearing Officer
for Student Conduct and Academic Integrity hearings. Prior to my current position, [ was a
Conduct Specialist at The University of Texas at Dallas where I investigated and adjudicated
cases of alleged student misconduct and academic integrity violations. In that role, I also worked
with students of concern and students experiencing crises.

How Has Clemson Prepared You?

My time at Clemson prepared me for my career in ways I did not fully recognize until I began
working as a full-time student affairs practitioner. While at Clemson, I was a Graduate Assistant
in Student Accessibility Services, where we served students with documented disabilities. My
assistantship helped me identify the passion I have for working with students on the Autism
Spectrum and mental health concerns. More specifically, I became interested in the intersection
of students with mental health concerns or students on the Autism Spectrum that allegedly



violated the University’s Student Code of Conduct. With the help of some phenomenal
supervisors, faculty and mentors at Clemson, I was able to tailor my experiences to prepare me
for the job search in a highly competitive functional area. My time at Clemson allowed me to
enter the job search with confidence and competence. I have a great amount of gratitude for the
people I met, the connections I made and the many things I learned while at Clemson.

Advice to Current Grads

Know yourself, know your worth and remember why you chose to do this work. There will come
a time when the case studies are your reality and your participation isn’t for a grade, but for your
career. Know that you are more than capable and deserving of any opportunities that will soon
come your way. The field of higher education and student affairs is being challenged, shaken
and stirred. In many ways, [’m sure you too have been challenged, shaken and stirred throughout
your time at Clemson. Take note of how you got through your challenges in grad school and use
them as fuel in your career. The field needs dedicated professionals that are committed to serving
and supporting students. This is the time where we must dig deep within ourselves and remember
why we chose to do this work. As long as you can remember your “why,” this career path will
never be just a job.

Dion T. Harry, Class of 2020

e Currently an Academic Advisor for the General Engineering Advising Center at Clemson
University

o Will be starting PhD at North Carolina State University in the Doctor of Philosophy in
Educational Leadership, Policy, and Human Development (Higher Education
Concentration) in Fall 2020

How Has Clemson Prepared Me



This program has equipped me with the knowledge and confidence to do the work to help
make higher education not only a quality learning environment for students, but also an
environment that is equitable and inclusive for people of all backgrounds and identities.
Additionally, this program has opened my eyes to the multiple avenues within higher
education. Perhaps the biggest impact were the opportunities to conduct research
alongside our faculty. These opportunities, in addition to in class experiences, introduced
me to the scholarly side of higher education and prompted my interest in pursuing my
doctoral degree and eventually the professoriate.

Advice to Current Grads

Make the most of your time here at Clemson, especially the time you have in your
assistantships and field experiences! These experiences are an excellent complement to
the already great learning experiences you will have in the classroom! Also, embrace the
process and challenge yourself. Step outside your comfort zone and learn about
communities and topics you may not be the most knowledgeable about or comfortable
discussing. There will be times that you are challenged, but it’s worth it and will make
you a better professional in the end!

Professional Organizations Involvement

I am heavily involved with the Southern Association for College Student Affairs
(SACSA). Since December 2018, I have served as the Social Media Coordinator for
SACSA, where I coordinate the delivery of news and updates across the association’s
social media outlets, including association and conference updates, professional
development articles and opportunities, and ways for members to get involved. I have
also had involvement within the Southern Association for College Admissions
Counseling (SACAC) and have presented at SACSA and ASHE (Association for the
Study of Higher Education) annual conferences during my time in the program!

Lexie Johnson, Class of 2020



I graduated from the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga with my Bachelor of Social Work
in 2018. I came to Clemson University to be closer to family and to take part in the well-known
Student Affairs program! I just recently graduated from Clemson University with my M.ed and [
have accepted an Area Coordinator position at The University of Richmond!

While being in the Clemson Student Affairs’ program, I was exposed to a lot of new experiences.
I was able to work as a Graduate Community Director in housing, intern at Southern Wesleyan
University’s Career Department, and do research on Black Women at Predominantly White
Institutions. Doing all of this has given me a wider perspective on how to help students push
forward and be successful in college! I loved being in this program, the professors were so
helpful and caring. The curriculum included multiple areas within social justice and provided a
space for us to process new information while being challenged to think outside of the social
norm.

Different incidents happened on and around campus that was difficult to deal with as a student of
color, but I was so glad to have professors that dedicated their time to support and mentor me.
The professors taught me through their own actions how to support my future students while
they stand up for things they believe in.

Advice: My advice to anyone who enters this program is to put all of your effort into learning
the curriculum, so you’re able to be active in class discussions. The discussions are where the
learning really happens (outside of your assistantship & internships of course), so be present and
be engaged. It’s also a good idea to make friends outside of the program, so you’re able to have a
well-rounded experience! Lastly, If you feel like you are doing a good job and the professors feel
the same, then don’t let people discourage you. Never stop learning and never stop pushing
forward!

How Clemson prepared me:



Clemson provided me various opportunities and platforms that allowed me to engage with not
just people within my department or field, but people from the community and from different
walks of life. Clemson also provided me the space to learn, but the program gave the sustenance
to continue to grow and learn and I’m forever thankful.

Advice for current grads:

My advice to current grads is two-fold. We all come with lived experiences, let’s allow these
lived experiences to come out in fruitful conversation and action. Also, not everything/everyone
you come across you’ll agree with. I would encourage you to create spaces where you can have a
dialogue (not a discussion or debate) and come to an understanding.

Organizations:

ACPA & SCCPA
NASPA
NACADA

Phi Kappa Phi



