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Order of Ceremonies
Processional

Stage Party

National Anthem
(Please stand as you are able)

Opening of Ceremony 
University Marshal

Welcome and Introductions
John Lopes

Associate Provost and Dean of the Graduate School

Graduate Address
Alexander Schad 

Business Administration - Executive Leadership

Remarks
John Lopes

Associate Provost and Dean of the Graduate School
and

Robert H. Jones
Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

Conferring of Degrees
President James P. Clements

Alma Mater
(See last page for lyrics; 

please stand as you are able and remain standing  for the recessional of the stage party)
 

https://www.clemson.edu/graduate/contact/directory.html
https://www.clemson.edu/graduate/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/graduate/contact/directory.html
https://www.clemson.edu/graduate/contact/directory.html
https://www.clemson.edu/provost/leadership/meet-the-provost.html
https://www.clemson.edu/president/
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Executive Officers
James P. Clements..................................................... President

Robert H. Jones...........................Executive Vice President for 
Academic Affairs and Provost

Maxwell Allen........... Senior Vice President and Chief of Staff

Tracy Arwood....................................Associate Vice President 
and Chief Ethics and Compliance Officer

Felicia Benton-Johnson...............................Vice President for  
Inclusive Excellence

Doug Hallenbeck................ Vice Preisdent for Student Affairs

Julio Hernandez........................ Assistant to the President for 
Community Outreach and Engagement

Matt Holt.................................... Dean, College of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Life Sciences

Chip Hood............................... Special Advisor to the Board of 
Trustees and General Counsel

Tanju Karanfil.................. Senior Vice President for Research, 
Scholarship and Creative Endeavors

Lisa Knox.................. Associate Vice President and Executive 
Director for the Office of Institutional Excellence and 

Deputy Athletic Director/Chief of Staff

Angie Leidinger..... Senior Vice President for External Affairs 
and Senior Adviser to the Board of Trustees

Sharon Martin......................Vice President for Marketing and 
Communications

Graham Neff.............................................Director of Athletics

Brian O’Rourke...................... Vice President of Advancement

Rick Petillo.......................... Senior Vice President for Finance 
and Chief Financial Officer

April Purvis..................................... Executive Secretary to the 
Board of Trustees

Brian Voss........ Vice President and Chief Information Officer

The Graduate School
John Lopes.................................. Associate Provost and Dean 

Natasha N. Croom............................................Associate Dean

William Ferrell..................................................Associate Dean

Jeffrey C. Hallo.................................................Associate Dean

Board of Trustees
Kim A. Wilkerson, Chair............................................ Cayce, SC
John N. McCarter, Jr., Vice Chair........................Columbia, SC
David E. Dukes....................................................Columbia, SC
Nikki R. Haley................................................ John’s Island, SC
Ronald D. Lee............................................................. Aiken, SC
Louis B. Lynn.......................................................Columbia, SC
Patricia H. McAbee.............................................Greenville, SC
E. Smyth McKissick, III......................................Greenville, SC
Robert L. Peeler..................................................Lexington, SC
Cheri M. Phyfer................................................ Bay Village, OH
Mark S. Richardson...........................................Charleston, SC
William C. Smith, Jr.............................................Columbia, SC
Joseph D. Swann.................................................Greenville, SC

Trustees Emeriti
John J. Britton.........................................................Sumter, SC
Leon J. Hendrix, Jr...................................... Kiawah Island, SC
Thomas B. McTeer, Jr..........................................Columbia, SC
David H. Wilkins.................................................Greenville, SC
Allen Wood........................................................... Florence, SC 

Deans
Sean Brittain............................................. Associate Provost and 

Dean of Undergraduate Learning
John Lopes............................................... Associate Provost and 

Dean of the Graduate School
Matt Holt...................................................College of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Life Sciences
Ece Erdogmus.............................. Dean, College of Architecture, 

Art and Construction
Nicholas Vazsonyi ......... Dean, College of Arts and Humanities
Leslie Hossfeld..............................  Dean, College of Behavioral, 

Social and Health Sciences
Wendy York..............................Dean, Wilbur O. and Ann Powers 

College of Business
Kristin M. Gehsmann.......................Dean, College of Education
Anand K. Gramopadhye.............. Dean, College of Engineering, 

Computing and Applied Sciences
Cynthia Y. Young.................................. Dean, College of Science
Steven Marks................... Dean, College of Veterinary Medicine
Christopher Cox................................. Dean, University Libraries

Graduate Student Government
Kazi Jewel Rana.............................................................President

Jordyn Brooks.......................................... Interim Vice President

https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://www.clemson.edu/administration/bot/board.html
https://libraries.clemson.edu/
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College of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Life Sciences

Paula Agudelo 
Associate Dean of Research

Matthew Interis 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

Thomas Dobbins 
Associate Dean of Outreach and Engagement

Charles V. Privette, III......................................... Agricultural Sciences 
Jim Strickland, interim.....................Animal and Veterinary Sciences 
Julie Northcutt, interim......Food, Nutrition, and Packaging Sciences 
Kyle Barrett, interim.........Forestry and Environmental Conservation 
Carlyle C. Brewster........................Plant and Environmental Sciences 

College of Architecture, 
Art and Construction

James C. Stevens...............................................School of Architecture 
Valerie A. Zimany.................................................... Department of Art 
Tom Leathem...........................................Nieri Family Department of

Construction and Real Estate Development
 

College of Arts and Humanities
Michael LeMahieu 

Associate Dean for Undergraduate and Graduate Studies
Amit Bein  

Associate Dean for Research and Faculty Affairs

William Stockton.......................................................................English 
Stephanie Barczewski..................................... History and Geography 
Lisa Melonçon.............................................. Interdisciplinary Studies
Joseph Mai............................................................................Languages 
Linda Dzuris................................................................Performing Arts 
Ben White...................................................... Philosophy and Religion 

College of Behavioral, Social 
and Health Sciences

Bryan Miller  
Associate Dean for Research

Joel Williams 
Associate Dean for Graduate Studies

Denise M. Anderson 
Associate Dean for Undergraduate Studies, 

Faculty Success  and Well-Being
Lior Rennert 

Associate Dean for Health Sciences

John Whitcomb........................................................ School of Nursing 
Deana Sellnow............................................................ Communication 
Robert Barcelona.......... Parks, Recreation and Tourism Management 
Joseph Daniel Ura...................................................... Political Science 
Patrick H. Raymark.............................................................Psychology 
Wiley Jenkins...................................................Public Health Sciences 
Katherine E. Weisensee..........................Sociology, Anthropology and 

Criminal Justice

Wilbur O. and Ann Powers 
College of Business

Carl W. Hollingsworth 
Senior Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

Jennifer Siemens 
Associate Dean for Faculty Excellence

Scott Baier 
Acting Associate Dean for Research

Robin Radtke....................................................School of Accountancy 
Robert Tamura, acting........................................................ Economics 
Angela G. Morgan..................................................................... Finance 
Charles “Chip” Tonkin.................................Graphic Communications 
Craig Wallace....................................................................Management 
Danny Weathers................................................................... Marketing 
Gregory M. Pickett......................................................................... MBA 

College of Education
Celeste C. Bates  

Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Studies
Michelle P. Cook 

Senior Associate Dean for Undergraduate Studies 
and Faculty Engagement

Kristen Cuthrell.........................Education and Human Development 
Hans W. Klar......................................Educational and Organizational 

Leadership Development
David Fleming................................................. Teaching and Learning

College of Engineering, Computing and 
Applied Sciences

Daniel L. Noneaker 
Senior Associate Dean of Strategic Initiatives 

and Faculty Affairs
Thompson Mefford 

Associate Dean for Undergraduate Studies
Melissa C. Smith 

Associate Dean for Graduate Studies and Inclusive Excellence

Delphine Dean.............................................................. Bioengineering  
David A. Bruce.................... Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering  
Jesus M. de la Garza......................School of Civil and Environmental 

Engineering and Earth Sciences 
Brian Dean...........................................................School of Computing 
Hai Xiao....................................Electrical and Computer Engineering  
Melissa C. Smith, acting..............Engineering and Science Education 
R. Joe Watkins..................................................... General Engineering
Kevin M. Taaffe.................................................Industrial Engineering 
Kyle S. Brinkman.......................... Materials Science and Engineering
Laine Mears........School of Mechanical and Automotive Engineering

(continued on next page)

Associate Deans, School Directors, and Department Chairs

https://www.clemson.edu/cafls/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cafls/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cafls/faculty_staff/profiles/pagudel
https://www.clemson.edu/cafls/faculty_staff/profiles/mginter
https://www.clemson.edu/cafls/faculty_staff/profiles/pagudel
https://www.clemson.edu/cafls/faculty_staff/profiles/tdbbns
https://www.clemson.edu/cafls/agricultural-sciences/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/avs
https://www.clemson.edu/fnps
https://www.clemson.edu/fec
https://www.clemson.edu/pes
https://www.clemson.edu/caah/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/caah/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/caah/academics/architecture/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/caah/academics/art/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/caah/academics/ncdp/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/caah/academics/ncdp/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/caah/about/facultybio.html?id=2206
https://www.clemson.edu/caah/academics/english/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/caah/academics/history-and-geography/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cah/academics/interdisciplinary-studies/programs/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/caah/academics/languages/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/caah/academics/performing-arts/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/caah/academics/philosophy-and-religion/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cbshs/
https://www.clemson.edu/cbshs/
https://www.clemson.edu/cbshs/about/profiles/index.html?userid=blm2
https://www.clemson.edu/cbshs/about/profiles/index.html?userid=DANDER2
https://www.clemson.edu/cbshs/about/profiles/index.html?userid=DANDER2
https://www.clemson.edu/cbshs/departments/nursing/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cbshs/departments/communication/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cbshs/departments/prtm/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cbshs/departments/political-science/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cbshs/departments/psychology/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cbshs/departments/public-health/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cbshs/departments/sacj/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cbshs/departments/sacj/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/business/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/business/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/business/about/profiles/CHOLLIN
https://www.clemson.edu/business/departments/accountancy/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/business/departments/economics/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/business/departments/finance/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/business/departments/graphics/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/business/departments/management/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/business/departments/marketing/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/business/departments/mba/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/education/
https://media.clemson.edu/education/vitas/celestb.pdf
https://www.clemson.edu/education/about/administration.html
https://www.clemson.edu/education/about/departments/education-human-development/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/education/about/departments/educational-organizational-leadership-development/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/education/about/departments/educational-organizational-leadership-development/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/education/about/departments/teaching-learning/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/departments/ece/faculty_staff/faculty/dnoneaker.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/departments/mse/people/faculty/mefford.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/departments/ece/faculty_staff/faculty/msmith.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/departments/bioe/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/departments/chbe/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/departments/ceees/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/departments/ceees/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/departments/computing/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/departments/ece/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/departments/ese/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/departments/ge/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/departments/ie/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/departments/mse/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/departments/mse/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/departments/mse/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/departments/mse/index.html
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Graduate Address

For each doctoral commencement ceremony, one graduating student is chosen by a 
panel of graduate students and postdoctoral scholars to deliver the Graduate Address. 

Today's speaker is Alexander Schad, who is graduating with a Ph.D. in 
business administration with a concentration in executive leadership.

The text of Alexander's speech will be available here shortly after the conclusion of 
today's ceremony. 

College of Science
Stephen E. Creager 

Associate Dean for Discovery, Graduate Education,  
Space Optimization and Faculty Affairs

 
Calvin L. Williams  

Associate Dean for Undergraduate Excellence 
and Global Engagement

Karolina Mukhtar................................................... Biological Sciences 
William T. Pennington......................................................... Chemistry 
David F. Clayton........................................Genetics and Biochemistry 
Colin Gallagher........ School of Mathematical and Statistical Sciences 
Chad Sosolik....................................................Physics and Astronomy

 College of Veterinary Science

Brian Butler 
Associate Dean of Clinical Programs 

 
Nicki Wise 

Associate Dean of Academic Affairs

A Slideshow of Photos Submitted by Today's Graduates
Click or tap to play.

https://clemson.edu/graduate/academics/graduation-program/graduate-address/august-2025-graduate-address.pdf
https://www.clemson.edu/science/
https://www.clemson.edu/science/about/leadership.html
https://www.clemson.edu/science/about/leadership.html
https://www.clemson.edu/science/academics/departments/biosci/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/science/academics/departments/chemistry/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/science/academics/departments/genbio/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/science/academics/departments/mathstat/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/science/academics/departments/physics/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/science/academics/departments/physics/index.html
https://www.clemson.edu/science/
https://kaltura.clemson.edu/media/t/1_u4u5uv19
https://kaltura.clemson.edu/media/t/1_ax6iy14v
https://kaltura.clemson.edu/media/t/1_ax6iy14v
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2025 Awards in Graduate Education

Outstanding Graduate Researcher Award
Ali Moghassemi 

Electrical Engineering
Haley Swartz 

Rhetorics, Communication and Information Design

Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant Award
Katie McGee 

Literature, Language and Culture
Morteza Soltani 

Industrial Engineering

Frankie O. Felder Graduate Student Award of Excellence
Devi Soman 

Planning, Design, and the Built Environment

Commitment to Community and Engagement Award
Stefanie L. Whitmire, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor, Agricultural Sciences

Distinguished Doctoral Mentoring Award
Tony W. Cawthon, Ph.D. 

Alumni Professor, Educational and Organizational Leadership Development
Kelly Best Lazar, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor, Engineering and Science Education

Distinguished Graduate Student Support Staff Award
Heather Tomlinson 

Graduate Student Advisor, Department of Automotive Engineering
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Doctoral Pin

To honor the extraordinary dedication and achievement of 
today’s graduates, each one will receive a lapel pin designed 
exclusively for our doctoral graduates. 
	 The pin features a block “C” logo that was in use in 1955 
when Clemson offered its first doctoral degree program. 
Across the C are three stripes like the ones graduates are 
wearing on their sleeves today. 

Doctoral Commencement

The doctoral hood is a symbolic honor of distinction bestowed upon scholars who have 
attained the highest level of formal education available in the world, representing a typical 
range of five to seven years of study beyond the bachelor’s degree. Clemson’s 46-inch-long 
doctoral hood is usually draped over the shoulders by the faculty member who, as chair of 

the advisery committee, has formally mentored and 
guided the student’s research and education.
	 You will note that faculty members are wear-
ing gowns, caps and hoods of many colors and 
designs. These academic costumes of medieval 
origin are, 
for faculty 
with degrees 
from U.S. 
institutions, 
specified by 
a uniform 
code main-
tained by 

the American Council on Education. Caps are black 
and are usually mortar boards or tams with tassels. 
Doctors of philosophy wear gold tassels usually of 
metallic thread; those with other degrees wear black 
or discipline colors. Those who have received their 
degrees from institutions outside the United States 
wear regalia specified by the awarding institutions.
	 Doctors’ gowns are full, with bell-like sleeves. The front is bordered with velvet panels 
and the sleeves are marked by three velvet bars. While some gowns are black with black 
velvet, one variation is to replace black velvet with velvet in the discipline color. A second 
variation is a colored gown usually of the university’s colors.
	 All hoods specify the level of degree, the type of discipline studied and the awarding 
institution. The width of the velvet trim conveys the degree. In addition, the degree is indi-
cated by the color of the trim edging the hood to form the throat over the gown. The most 
frequently seen color is dark blue, which designates the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree. 
Finally, the color of the hood’s lining is specific to the awarding institution. The colors are 
displayed in combinations that are drawn from heraldry. Notice that the Clemson University 
hood is lined with purple through which is an orange chevron (a “V”). Although many com-
binations are duplicated by dozens of institutions, Clemson is presently the only institution 
with that registered combination of purple and orange.

The University has 
named “Clemson 

purple" Regalia in a  
nod to the doctoral 

commencement gowns. 
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A Brief History of Graduate Education  
and the Graduate School at Clemson University

[Clemson’s faculty] would engage in original and important research, by which 
knowledge would be increased, whilst the immediate objects . . . would be the 
diffusion of facts on all scientific subjects. It would be vain to attempt to fix a limit 
to the benefits that would thus be conferred  upon mankind and their effects upon 
society . . .	 — Thomas Green Clemson1

In conceptualizing a “high seminary of learning” for South Carolina, Thomas Green Clem-
son knowingly set the stage for graduate education to emerge as an engine of economic 
development in the state. Graduate education quickly became synonymous with the appli-
cation of theory to improving the practices of education and agriculture. The analysis of 
fertilizer, a contracted activity of the chemistry department that began in the late 1930s, 
would help restore depleted South Carolina soils, increase agricultural production, and spur 
a rapid development in opportunities for students at Clemson College to study beyond the 
baccalaureate degree.
	 Graduate coursework initially responded to the needs of veterans and to the interests of 
teachers wanting to improve their classroom skills, but also — from its inception — attracted 
international students’ attention. On June 3, 1924, Patrick Hobson of Sandy Springs, South 
Carolina, earned the first master’s degree awarded at Clemson. He used his degree in voca-
tional education to serve as a high school principal and later as superintendent of schools 
in York County, South Carolina and Mitchell County, North Carolina. The third graduate 
degree, a master’s in textile industrial education awarded to Ko-Chia Li from Mukden, 
China, on June 1, 1926, initiated an enrollment trend that has catapulted China to its status 
as the number-one sending country for international graduate  students for many years. Mr. 
Li returned to China and taught as a professor of textile engineering at Peking University, 
and served as head of the construction department in LiaoBei Province.
	 From 1938 until 1945, all aspects of graduate education (courses, programs, policies, 
procedures, admission, and graduation) developed under the auspices of the Committee 
on Graduate Instruction, chaired by F. H. H. Calhoun, Dean of the School of Chemistry and 
Geology. Twice during these years, the University’s attempts to formalize graduate educa-
tion were thwarted because of the challenges to the Committee to maintain the necessary 
standards of quality. Clemson faculty recognized early that to establish a graduate program 
that enabled Clemson alumni to enroll would require strengthening the undergraduate cu
rriculum and courses to prevent knowledge gaps “between the two.”2

	 On March 14, 1945, President Poole received the Committee’s resolution requesting the 
appointment of a Dean of the Graduate School. It had been ascertained by that time that 19 
courses could be offered immediately by the schools of agriculture, chemistry, engineering, 
textiles, and arts and sciences.
	 On July 27, 1946, the Board of Trustees approved the Committee’s proposed graduate 
program of study and, that fall, formally admitted the first class of students into “the Gradu-

	 The officers, trustees and honored guests wear academic, ecclesiastical or military 
regalia as set forth by their professions. The president of Clemson University wears a purple 
gown with four velvet bars piped in orange and the University seal embroidered on the 
panels. Each trustee wears a similar gown with three velvet bars piped in orange for doctor-
ates and an embroidered palmetto tree on each sleeve for those who do not hold doctorates. 
Trustee hoods are either from Clemson or from the awarding school.
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ate School.” However, it would not be until June 15, 1951, that Herbert J. Webb, Chair of the 
Department of Chemistry and Toxicology, was appointed as the first Dean of the Graduate 
School.
	 Masterfully stewarded by President Poole himself and modeled initially after several 
prestigious southern institutions, Clemson’s graduate programs grew cautiously but 	The 
officers, trustees and honored guests wear academic, ecclesiastical or military regalia as set 
forth by their professions. The president of Clemson University wears a purple gown with 
four velvet bars piped in orange and the University seal embroidered on the panels. Each 
trustee wears a similar gown with three velvet bars piped in orange for doctorsteadily, intro-
ducing the first doctoral degree, in plant pathology, in 1955. Today, the Graduate School 
proudly enrolls more than 5,800 graduate students and is committed to continued growth at 
both the master’s and doctoral levels.

1. Holmes, A. and G. R. Sherrill. Thomas Green Clemson: His Life and Work. 1937, p. 129.
2. Clemson University Library System archives. Minutes of the Committee on Graduate Instruction, 1945-1953, p. 7.
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College of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Life Sciences

Doctor of Philosophy

Agriculture

Audie Lynn Cherry....................................................................Clay, Kentucky
B.S., Murray State University; M.S., Texas A&M University 
A Convergent Mixed Methods Study of the SOCIAL Studies Academy in South 

Carolina Middle Schools
Advised by Dr. Dale Layfield
Audie was a Fulbright Research Scholar in 2024-2025 at Cebu Technological University 
in the Philippines where he taught crop science courses. He conducted research in 
agricultural education, environmental science, food security, sustainable tourism, 
cattle production and other topics. Audie was a speaker at conferences and seminars 
around the country and has become a long-term cattle research consultant with another 
college. He is still on a $100,000 coffee project funded by the Philippines Department of 
Agriculture.

Rose Marie Somers........................................... Cudjoes Hill District, Jamaica
A.S., College of Agriculture, Science and Education; B.S., Prairie View A&M 

University; M.S., North Dakota State University
Empowering Employability: Voices of Black Women Leveraging Community 

Cultural Wealth in an Undergraduate Agricultural Program
Advised by Dr. Dale Layfield and Dr. Golnaz Arastoopour Irgens
Rose Marie was named champion in the 2022 3-Minute Thesis competition, a prestigious 
event that challenges graduate students to present their research in just three minutes. 
She also earned second place in the 2021 competition, demonstrating consistent 
excellence in communication and scholarship. Rosemarie plans to continue her 
academic journey by working as an assistant professor at a historically black university, 
where she hopes to inspire and mentor the next generation of scholars and leaders.

Lisa Umutoni.............................................................................Kigali, Rwanda
B.S., University of Rwanda; M.S., IHE Delft Institute of Water Education
Application of Artificial Neural Network Algorithms for Irrigation Scheduling
Advised by Dr. Vidya Samadi
Lisa’s research focused on developing data analytics systems for agricultural water 
use and irrigation management. Since joining Clemson University in Spring 2022, she 
has received numerous accolades, including the Southern Sustainable Agriculture 
Research and Education Graduate Student Grant in 2022, the 2024 Young Civil Engineer 
Award from the American Society of Civil Engineers-South Carolina Section, the Wade 
Stackhouse Fellowship in 2024, and recently the American Society of Agricultural and 
Biological Engineers Nye Fellowship.

Candidates for the Doctoral Degree
John Lopes, Dean of the Graduate School
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Food, Nutrition, and Packaging Sciences

Afreen Sultana.......................................................... Clemson, South Carolina
M.Tech, M.Tech, Jamia Hamdard University
Development and Characterization of Lignocellulose Nanofiber Reinforced 

Pearl Millet Starch Films for Sustainable Packaging Applications
Advised by Dr. Scott Whiteside
Afreen was a 2023 Hitachi Scholarship recipient. Her research focused on sustainable 
starch-based packaging films. She plans to pursue a career in industry as a packaging 
scientist, specializing in innovation and sustainability.

Plant and Environmental Sciences

Sohaib Chattha...................................................................Fateh Pur, Pakistan
B.S., University of Sargodha; M.S., Huazhong Agricultural University
Anaerobic Soil Disinfestation as a Sustainable Weed Management Practice in 

Organic Watermelon Production in South Carolina
Advised by Dr. Matthew Cutulle and Dr. Brian Ward
Sohaib has one peer-reviewed publication from his doctoral dissertation and a total of 
18 peer-reviewed publications so far. He has accepted a postdoctoral research officer 
position at La Trobe University in Melbourne, Australia.

Clare T. Escamilla.............................................................Summit, New Jersey
B.A., Kalamazoo College; M.S., Texas A&M University
Developing Guidance for Floating Treatment Wetlands in Brackish Stormwater 

Ponds
Advised by Dr. Amy E. Scaroni and Dr. Sarah A. White
Clare was awarded the Plant & Environmental Science Department Horticulture 
Outstanding Graduate Student award in 2024. She has three peer-reviewed publications 
with two more under review. She has accepted a faculty position at Utah State 
University.

Jasmine Gill....................................................................................Moga, India
B.S., Punjab Agricultural University
Elucidating the Mechanisms Underlying a Functional Plant-Arbuscular 

Mycorrhizal Symbiosis Using Omics Approaches
Advised by Dr. Vidya Suseela
Jasmine won first place in the 3-Minute Thesis competition at the first-ever College 
of Agriculture, Forestry and Life Sciences (CAFLS) Graduate Symposium in 2022. She 
received the Wade Stackhouse Fellowship (2022–2024) from CAFLS and an Early Career 
Member Travel Grant from the Metabolomics Association of North America. Jasmine is 
currently a postdoctoral scholar at the Medical University of South Carolina.

Pratima Poudel......................................................................... Chitwan, Nepal
B.S., Tribhuvan University; M.S., Clemson University
Integrating Cover Crop as a Strategy to Restore Soil Carbon and Nitrogen in 

Sandy Soils
Advised by Dr. Rongzhong Ye
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Sonia Salaria............................................................................Madarpur, India
B.S., M.S., Punjab Agricultural University
Breeding Biofortified Protein Rich Organic Pulses for Better Human Health
Advised by Dr. Dil Thavarajah
Sonia is an aspiring plant breeder, enthusiastic to work for improving crop plants for 
better human health.

Johanna Wesche....................................................... Gross Lafferde, Germany
B.S., M.S., Osnabrueck University of Applied Sciences
Interactions of Biorational and Synthetic Dmi Fungicides for Control of Fruit 

Diseases
Advised by Dr. Guido Schnabel
Johanna authored six peer-reviewed publications during her Ph.D., with two more 
under review. She was invited to speak at national and international conferences and 
received multiple honors, including the Best Student Paper Award from the American 
Phytopathological Society (APS), the APS Southern Division Graduate Student Research 
Award and several best oral presentation awards. She also contributed to three 
successful grant proposals and was named the 2025 Outstanding Graduate Research 
Assistant by the College of Agriculture, Forestry and Life Sciences. After graduation, she 
will begin a postdoctoral position and plans to pursue an academic career.

Wildlife and Fisheries Biology

Dana Nelson......................................................................... Lander, Wyoming
B.S., Kansas State University; M.S., Purdue University
Factors Influencing Swift Fox Reintroduction Success to Fort Belknap 

Reservation, Montana
Advised by Dr. David Jachowski and Dr. Hila Shamon

Luz Angelica Solano Delgado.............................................. Bogota, Colombia
B.S., Lincoln Memorial  University ; M.S., Clemson University
From Cities to Ranches: Assessing Public Support for Jaguar Conservation and 

Livestock Predation in Colombia
Advised by Dr. Shari Rodriguez
Luz was awarded her department’s Interdisciplinary Fellowship in 2022 and the Marion 
Bailey Fellowship in 2024. She has two peer-reviewed publications and another one 
under review. She plans to work in applied carnivore conservation and human-wildlife 
conflict projects.
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College of Architecture, Art and 
Construction

Doctor of Philosophy

Planning, Design and the Built Environment

Sara Eslamzadeh Billie................................................. Easley, South Carolina
A.A., Islamic Azad University of Shiraz; B.S., Hafez Institute of Higher 

Education; M.Arch, Shiraz University
Nature Playscape: Investigating Children’s Play Behavior and Environmental 

Affordances in a School Playground
Advised by Dr. Hala Nassar
Sara’s research explores how outdoor play environments influence children’s behavior, 
development and well-being. With a background in architecture and landscape 
architecture, Sara has taught in the Landscape Architecture Department and conducted 
community-based design projects. She is passionate about creating inclusive, engaging 
spaces that support learning and environmental connection.

Monica K. Gripko.......................................................... Easley, South Carolina
B.S., M.Arch, State University of New York at Buffalo
Perceived Value Incongruence in the Built Environment and Nurse Outcomes in 

Inpatient Behavioral and Psychiatric Care Settings: A Sequential Exploratory 
Mixed-Methods Study

Advised by Dr. Anjali Joseph
Monica received the Foundation for Health Environments Research’s Tib Tusler, 
Jr. Health Design Research Prize in 2024 and the Architecture Research Centers 
Consortium’s King Medal for excellence in architectural and environmental research in 
2025. She has accepted an architecture faculty position.

Devi Abhishek Soman.....................................................................Pune, India
B.Arch, Mumbai University; M.Arch, Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open 

University; Pg.D., Symbiosis International University
The Role of Free-Standing Birth Center Physical Environments in supporting 

Culturally Sensitivity Care Experiences and Maternal Health Outcomes for 
Historically Underrepresented Communities

Advised by Dr. Anjali Joseph
Devi was recently honored with Clemson University’s 2025 Frankie O. Felder Graduate 
Student Award of Excellence and the 2024 Vera Paster Award from the Global Alliance 
of Behavioral Health and Social Justice. She received the Joseph G. Sprague New 
Investigator Award from the Center for Health Design and the American Association of 
Birth Centers Foundation’s Research Grant for her doctoral dissertation. Devi has six 
peer-reviewed publications with a few more in the works. Upon graduation, she will join 
Clemson University as a postdoctoral fellow in the School of Architecture.
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Soomin Kim............................................................... Seoul, Republic of Korea
B.A., Chung-Ang University; M.A., University of South Florida
User Perceptions on Health: Three Cases of Senior Friendly Cities
Advised by Dr. Stephen Thomas Buckman
Soomin published two book chapters and presented his research at the International 
Conference on Urban Health and the International Conference of the East-Asian Society 
for Urban History. He plans to join national institutions for history and social policy. 
Also, he will lecture on urban history for international students in Korea.

Jie Kong..................................................................................... Fuzhou, China
B.E., Soochow University; M.S., Columbia University
Exploring the Socio-Cultural Dynamics of Nocturnal Urban Landscape: A Case 

Study
Advised by Dr. Mary G. Padua
Jie’s research investigates nocturnal urban landscapes and their implications for 
everyday practices and community well-being. Her work contributes to theories from 
interdisciplinary studies that traverse social sciences and the built environment and 
advances nocturnal urbanism, an emergent field. Through direct engagement with 
urban communities, she explores counterintuitive dimensions of urban sustainability. 
Jie aims to continue contributing to teaching and collaborative scholarship with global 
practitioners and academics in design and urban studies.

College of Arts and Humanities

Doctor of Philosophy

Rhetorics, Communication and Information Design

Carrie Lynn Hill................................................................ Centreville, Virginia
Submissive Daughters, Empowered Daughters: Conduct Rhetoric and 

Evangelical Women’s Authority
Advised by Dr. Michelle Smith

Julia Kittel Longaker................................................. Mechanicsville, Virginia
B.A., Univsersity of Lynchburg; M.S., Towson University
Communicators In Crisis: Lessons Learned From Communications Professionals 

During The Great Resignation
Advised by Dr. David Blakesley

David Gaillard Williams.......................................... Kingstree, South Carolina
B.A., M.A., Clemson University
Traces From the Abyss: Short-Form Video, Self-Reflexivity, and Holocaust Visual 

Rhetoric

Advised by Dr. David Blakesley
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College of Behavioral, Social 
and Health Sciences

Doctor of Philosophy

Applied Health Research and Evaluation

Delaram Sirizi................................................................................ Tehran, Iran
M.P.H., Claremont Graduate University; D.V.M., Shahid Bahonar University
Childhood Vaccination: An Exploration of Vaccine Message Effectiveness, 

Vaccine Literacy, and Parental Vaccine Hesitancy
Advised by Dr. Rachel Mayo and Dr. Kathleen Cartmell
Delaram was named the Department of Public Health Sciences’ Outstanding Graduate 
Teaching Assistant in 2025. She was also awarded a two-year Interdisciplinary 
Fellowship from 2022 to 2024. She will begin her role as an assistant professor at the 
University of South Carolina Aiken.

Abass A. Babatunde....................................................... Greer, South Carolina
B.S., M.S., University of Ibadan
Improving Health Outcomes Through Mobile Clinics, Spatial Access, and 

Overdose Management: A Data-Driven Study of People Who Inject Drugs, 
Individual with Opioid Use Disorder and College Students

Advised by Dr. Lior Rennert
Abass was named an Interdisciplinary Fellow for the final two years of his doctoral 
program in the College of Behavioral, Social and Health Sciences. He plans to continue 
his multidisciplinary approach to research moving forward.

Iromi Nimna Jayawardena................................................. Badulla, Sri Lanka
B.S., University of Ruhuna; M.S., Sam Houston State University; M.S., Clemson 

University
Evaluating COVID-19, Influenza, and RSV Vaccine Effectiveness
Advised by Dr. Lior Rennert
Iromi was awarded the Department of Public Health Sciences Outstanding Graduate 
Research Award in 2025 and currently works as a research associate at the Center for 
Public Health Modeling and Response at Clemson University.

Marvin Idoteyin Okon..........................................................Use Ndon, Nigeria
M.B.B.S., Obafemi Awolowo University; M.S., Clemson University
Evaluating the Impact of Medicaid Expansion on Non-small Cell Lung Cancer 

Care and Health Disparities

Advised by Dr. Lu Zhang

Healthcare Genetics and Genomics

Peter Manolakos...................................................Shrewsbury, Massachusetts
B.S., Worcester Polytechnic Institute; M.S., Drexel University
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The Genomic Landscape and Prognostic Impact of KRAS, STK11, and SMARCA4 
Mutations and Co-Mutations on Survival Outcomes in Non-Small Cell Lung 
Cancer

Advised by Dr. Janice Withycombe
Peter currently serves as a Medical Science Liaison Director at Novartis Oncology, where 
he supports clinical trials and cancer research at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and 
Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston. He is the lead author of two peer-reviewed 
publications in the Journal of Personalized Medicine, focusing on non-small cell lung 
cancer and cancer genomics.

Aubrey Anne Mattingly..........................................................Decatur, Georgia
B.S., University of Georgia
Alternative Therapeutics for Human Breast Cancer: Nutraceutical 

Underpinnings, Contextual Ethical Implications, In-Vitro Metabolomic 
Profiling, and Treatment Efficacy

Advised by Dr. Luigi Boccuto
Aubrey was the sitting president of the Healthcare Genetics Society for the past two 
years, had abstracts accepted and presented at the American Society of Human Genetics 
in 2023 and 2024 and the American College of Medical Genetics in 2025. She has three 
peer-reviewed publications with another one under review. She has accepted a Medical 
Affairs Fellowship that turns into a Medical Science Liaison role for a therapeutics 
company in Reykjavík, Iceland.

Human Factors Psychology

Heather Watkins.............................................................Moundville, Alabama
B.S., University of Alabama
Gesture-Based Icon Messages:  Examining the Effects of a Nonverbal 

Transparency Strategy for Supporting Situation Awareness in Human-
Automony Communication

Advised by Dr. Richard Pak

Industrial/Organizational Psychology

Kyle Matthew Sager Christenson................................... Little Rock, Arkansas
B.A., Hendrix College; M.S., Clemson University
Flipping the Script?: The Development and Validation of a Qualitative 

Framework for Identifying Key Components of Conflict-Based Problem 
Representations

Advised by Dr. Marissa Shuffler
Kyle was named the Psychology department’s Outstanding Master’s Degree Student 
in Psychology and the College of Behavioral, Social and Health Science’s Outstanding 
Master’s Degree Graduate Research Assistant in 2022.

International Family and Community Studies

Jenni Davis........................................................... Chapel Hill, North Carolina
B.A., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill ; M.A., Southeastern College
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Emotional Safety in Pediatrics: The Impact of Child Life Services on Healthcare 
Professionals’ Perceptions of Their Own, Patients’, and Families’ Outpatient 
Experience.

Advised by Dr. Sue Limber 
Jenni has presented nationally and internationally, including at the Conference on 
Parenting, Child Wellbeing and Development (Doha International Family Institute, 
2018)—the first of its kind in the Middle East. She was awarded a Beryl Institute Patient 
Experience Scholar Grant in 2022. She helped plan and contribute to the 2nd Emotional 
Safety Summit in 2023, bringing together leaders across pediatric healthcare. She guided 
the revision of the Pediatric Bill of Rights, published in the Journal of Pediatric Nursing 
in 2025, and led implementation of Comfort Promise across a pediatric healthcare 
system.

Imri Zabeli............................................................................ Prishtine, Kosovo
B.A., M.A., University of Pristina
Assessing the Mental Health Benefits of a School-Based Urban Gardening 

Program in Kosovo
Advised by Dr. Mark Small
Imri is a specialist in Clinical Psychology and one of the most well-known clinical 
psychologists in Kosovo. His dissertation explored the mental health benefits of school-
based urban gardening programs in Kosovo. Imri plans to continue his work in public 
health and education policy, with a focus on youth mental health and sustainable 
community interventions.

Parks, Recreation and Tourism Management

Ashley Haddow Bowen................................................ Saratoga Springs, Utah
B.S., Brigham Young University; M.S., Indiana University
Investigating the Impact of Adaptive Sports and Recreation Involvement for 

Veterans
Advised by Dr. Jasmine Townsend
Ashley has been a recreational therapist for almost 20 years with experience working 
in a variety of practice settings. During her doctoral program at Clemson University, 
she received the Brett A. Wright Award for Graduate Achievement and the Graduate 
Student Award of Excellence from the Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
Management. She has accepted an assistant professor position in the Recreational 
Therapy program at the University of Utah.

Jason Paul Thomas Morgan...................................................Chico, California
B.S., M.A., California State University, Chico
The Intersection Between Makeup and Recreation: A 21st Century Overview of 

Makeup Participation and Its Recreational Benefits
Advised by Dr. Stefanie Ruiz and Dr. Felipe Tobar

Sunwoo Park..........................................................Incheon, Republic of Korea
B.S., M.S., Kyonggi University
How the Experienscape Influences Attendees’ Subjective Well-Being in a College 

Football Event
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Advised by Dr. Charles Chancellor
Sunwoo received the Departmental Graduate Student Award of Excellence in 2025, 
the Francis A. McGuire Graduate Student Teaching Award, and Clemson University’s 
Graduate Student Government Outstanding Teacher-of-Record Award in 2024. She 
has authored over 10 peer-reviewed publications. Sunwoo will join Pennsylvania State 
University as a postdoctoral scholar.

Policy Studies

Taylor Elizabeth Le Moal................................................... Yorktown, Virginia
B.A., Centenary College of Louisiana; M.S., Baylor University; M.A., Clemson 

University
Three Essays on Mental Health Courts
Advised by Dr. Lori Dickes
Taylor presented research at the 2023 Association for Public Policy Analysis and 
Management Conference and plans to work in consulting or the government.

Gugu Selela......................................................................Central, South Africa
B.S., B.S. Honors, M.A., University Of KwaZulu Natal
Black Women Policymakers and Black Feminist Approaches in United States 

Gender-Based Violence Policies: Analyzing Policy Making, Institutional, and 
Social Media Discourse through the Narrative Policy

Advised by Dr. Diane Perpich and Dr. Lori Dickes
Gugu was named the Political Science Department’s Outstanding Graduate Student 
Teaching Award recipient. She holds a faculty position in the Department of 
Interdisciplinary Studies and serves as a Writing Across the Curriculum faculty member 
with the Pearce Center at Clemson University. She was an Elinor Ostrom Fellow and will 
be a featured speaker for TEDx ClemsonU in Fall 2025.

Wilbur O. and Ann Powers College of Business

Doctor of Philosophy

Business Administration

Pranith Abbaraju...................................................................Hyderabad, India
B.Tech, Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University; M.S., Texas Tech University
Decoding the Mobile App Playbook: How SDKs and Cross-Promotions Drive 

Market Performance
Advised by Dr. William J. Kettinger
Pranith received the Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant Award in 2022 from 
both the Wilbur O. and Ann Powers College of Business and Clemson University for his 
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excellence in teaching and dedication to student success. In 2023, he was selected for 
the prestigious Doctoral Consortium at the International Conference on Information 
Systems. He has accepted a tenure-track assistant professor position at Appalachian 
State University in Boone, North Carolina.

Jose Pius Nedumkallel..........................................................Kalloorkad, India
B.Tech, Mahatma Gandhi University; M.B.A., National Institute of Technology 

Calicut
Signals of Trust: How Privacy Disclosures and  Public Responses Drive User 

Behavior in Digital Markets
Advised by Dr. William J. Kettinger and Dr. Zhihong Ke
Jose received the Wilbur O. and Ann Powers College of Business Graduate Teaching 
Assistant Excellence Award in 2024 and has four peer-reviewed publications with 
another one under review. He has accepted a faculty position at the University of Kansas 
in Lawrence, Kansas.

Mark Steven Andrekovich.............................................Du Bois, Pennsylvania
B.S.B.A., Clarion University of Pennsylvania; M.B.A., Monmouth University
The Effects of Remote Work on Leadership Succession Talent: With a Focus on 

Women and Minorities
Advised by Dr. Amy Ingram
Mark is a former Chief People Officer and currently serves as Managing Director of 
Forbes Global Talent, a Forbes Publishing Company. He has contributed to various 
articles and plans to continue his research on critical issues facing boards of directors 
and executives. He is most proud to be a member of Cohort 1 of the Executive Ph.D. 
Program in Business Management. He dedicated this degree to his parents, Donald and 
Marleen.

Kimberly Lynn Byars................................................. Gaffney, South Carolina
B.S., Clemson University; M.B.A., Webster University
Transforming Childhood Adversity Into  Executive Excellence:  Impact On Firm 

Performance
Advised by Dr. Amy Ingram
Kimberly was inducted into the Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society.

Kara Harris McAlister.......................................... Greenwood, South Carolina
B.A., Wofford College; M.B.A., Clemson University
Gender and Entrepreneurial Success: Examining the Relationships Among Risk 

Aversion, Loss Aversion, Risk Propensity, and Venture Performance
Advised by Dr. Amy Ingram
Kara is a certified public accountant and scholar whose research explores gender, risk 
aversion, loss aversion and risk propensity in entrepreneurship. Beginning in Fall 2025, 
she will serve as an assistant professor of Management at Lander University, teaching 
undergraduate and graduate business students, including accounting and management 
classes. Her work offers practical implications for empowering women entrepreneurs 
and supports a fresh, evidence-based perspective on risk and leadership in today’s 
dynamic business world.

Shivan Pankaj Bhatt.............................................................. Augusta, Georgia
B.S., B.A., University of Georgia; M.S., Augusta University
Strategic Implications of Responses to Security and Privacy Challenges
Advised by Dr. William Kettinger and Dr. He Li
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David Elliott, Sr.................................................................Broad Run, Virginia
M.B.A., University of Mississippi; M.Div., Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary; M.M.S., USMC Command and Staff College; M.A., Liberty Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Regulatory Tension in Highly Structured Organizations
Advised by Dr. Kristin Scott
David owns Virginia Analytics and serves as Chief Financial Officer of multiple 
small and mid-size companies (<$70M) in the greater Washington D.C. area. He is a 
former Major in the United States Marine Corps with a decade in uniform and combat 
deployments to Afghanistan and Iraq. He previously served as Vice President and 
Chief Financial Officer of the largest private sector port in the world, headquartered in 
Savannah, Georgia.

Alexander Schad.................................. Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic
B.A., University of South Carolina; M.B.A., Northwestern University
Autonomous, Yet Anchored: Exploring the Interplay of Self-Reliance and 

Personal Spirituality on Employee Outcomes
Advised by Dr. Kristin Scott
Alexander plans to continue groundbreaking research on spirituality in work 
settings, exploring how transcendent experiences and meaning-making practices 
transform organizational cultures and enhance flourishing across diverse professional 
environments worldwide.

Ryan Allen Toole...................................................... Clemson, South Carolina
B.S., Clemson University; M.B.A., University of South Carolina
The Dark Side of Great LMX Relationships: Why Your Best Employees Might Be 

Burning Out
Advised by Dr. Kristin Scott
Ryan serves as faculty in Clemson University’s Department of Management, where he 
educates and leads students in the Master of Science in Sports Business and Analytics 
program.

Allan Michael Glass....................................................... Salem, Massachusetts
B.A., Eastern University; M.B.A., Saint Joseph’s University
Organizational Metamorphosis: When Artificial Intelligence Transforms 

Companies into New Economic Life Forms
Advised by Dr. Chad Navis
Allan received the Joel A. Kobert Award for Distinguished Teaching at Centenary 
University in 2020 and was nominated for Excellence in Teaching awards at Endicott 
College in ‘19, ‘20 and ‘25. He currently serves as an associate professor at Endicott 
College and lecturer at Boston University, teaching courses in artificial intelligence, 
advanced business analytics and organizational behavior. Allan has over 20 years of 
senior executive experience, serving as Chief Information Officer, Vice President of 
Strategy & Development at Pennsylvania Paper & Supply Company. He is the founder 
of The Manasseh Group and plans to continue his career in academia and business 
consulting.

Jennifer Ranck Underwood...............................Summerville, South Carolina
B.S., Clemson Universtity; M.S., Naval Postgraduate School
From Pencils to Pixels: How Leadership Shapes Organizational Responses to 

Competence-Destroying Technological Change
Advised by Dr. Chad Navis
With twenty years of experience in the defense industry, Jennifer plans to continue her 
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career in this field, applying her research insights to organizational transformation. 
Jennifer lives in Summerville, South Carolina, with her husband and four children. Her 
son is also a Clemson University student, while her three daughters attend high school.

Dirk Marinus Roskam........................................................Savannah , Georgia
B.A., Calvin University; M.B.A., Clemson University; J.D., Western Michigan 

University; L.L.M., Washington University in St. Louis
Like Footprints in the Sand: How Founders Imprint  Organizational Culture 

Through  Nonverbal Cue Signaling
Advised by Dr. Chad Navis

Giyoon Kwag.............................................................. Seoul, Republic of Korea
B.B.A., Korea Aerospace University; M.S., Illinois Institute of Technology
Navigating Digital Participation: How Social Dynamics, Cognitive Factors, and 

Age Shape User Engagement
Advised by Dr. Russell Purvis and Dr. Jennifer Pullin
Giyoon received the Graduate Teaching Assistant Excellence Award from the Wilbur 
O. and Ann Powers College of Business in May 2025. She will join Augusta University 
as a tenure-track assistant professor, focusing on information technology and health 
research.

Economics

Mustafa Alam.....................................................................Dhaka, Bangladesh
B.S., B.S., Penn State; M.S., Clemson University
Three Essays on the Economics of Information
Advised by Dr. Patrick Warren

Titir Dey...................................................................................... Kolkata, India
B.S., M.S., University of Calcutta; M.S., Clemson University
Essays on the Impact of First Childbirth on Parenthood and Childcare
Advised by Dr. Devon Gorry

Vitor C. Melo.............................................................................. Brasilia, Brazil
B.A., Gettysburg College; M.S., Clemson University
Essays In Healthcare Organization And Regulation
Advised by Dr. F. Andrew Hanssen

Youwei Xing.................................................................................. Yinan, China
B.A., Jiangxi University of Finance and Economics; M.S., Ocean University of 

China; M.A., Clemson University
Constructing a State: Canals and the Transformation of the Economy, Politics, 

and Finance in Nineteenth-Century New York

Advised by Dr. Howard Bodenhorn
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College of Education

Doctor of Education

Education Systems Improvement Science

Celeste Dittrich Bearden..........................................Hanahan, South Carolina
B.S., Southern Illinois University at Carbondale; M.S., The Citadel; Ed.S., Grand 

Canyon University
Improving Rural Students’ Career Readiness Through Implementation of a 

Work-Based Learning Career Mentoring Program
Advised by Dr. Brandi Hinnant-Crawford
Celeste is a retired school counselor and virtual learning administrator. She is currently 
working with the Lowcountry Education Consortium as an administrator and student 
support coach in the Lowcountry Virtual Program.

Ashleigh Rose Evatt Cobey.........................................Central, South Carolina
B.A., Emmanuel College; M.A., Piedmont College; M.Ed., Anderson University
Engaging Minds:  The Impact of Multimodal Instruction on Multiplication Facts
Advised by Dr. Brandi Hinnant-Crawford
Ashleigh has served in public education for 22 years, holding roles as a teacher, Title I 
curriculum specialist, magnet arts coordinator and assistant principal. As a member 
of the inaugural Pickens County Leadership Academy, she co-presented on innovative 
instruction at the University of Oulu in Finland. Her dissertation examined multimodal 
math instruction to enhance student engagement. Ashleigh is committed to supporting 
new educators and contributing to talent development across the district.

Fonda Gail Black DuPre............................................... Easley, South Carolina
B.S., Clemson University; M.A., Converse College; M.Ed., Anderson University
Engaging Minds: Assessing the Impact of Art Integration on Science 

Achievement and Student Engagement Using Planned Experimentation
Advised by Dr. Brandi-Hinnant Crawford and Dr. Carlos Sandoval Jr.
Fonda has over 22 years of experience in education, working with students in grades 
2–8. She has served as a teacher, instructional coach, reading coach and magnet 
arts coordinator. She has written over $150,000 in grants to bring arts experiences 
to students. A member of the first Pickens County Leadership Cohort, she also co-
presented internationally in Finland on innovative instruction and the magnet school in 
which she serves. Fonda is fueled by a lifelong love of learning and a passion for student-
centered, creative education.

Ashley Grech.........................................................Charleston, South Carolina
B.S., Winthrop University; M.Ed., Ed.S., The Citadel
Using Coaching to Improve Co-Teaching Practices Through the Use of 

Improvement Science
Advised by Dr. Brandi Hinnant-Crawford
Ashley currently serves as the Exceptional Education department head at North 
Charleston High School. She is passionate about inclusive education and advocates for 
stronger instructional support systems for students with disabilities. Ashley presented 
at the Council for Exceptional Children Conference and was selected as a teacher liaison 
to the South Carolina Credential Conference. She is a member of Kappa Delta Pi and 
Phi Kappa Phi honor societies and plans to continue her work in special education 
leadership.
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Jennifer Jones Hill.......................................................... York, South Carolina
B.A., Ed.S., Clemson University; M.Ed., Winthrop University
“They’re All OUR Students!” Using Data-Based Individualization to Increase 

Reading Performance for Students with Disabilities in the Resource Setting
Advised by Dr. Brandi Hinnant-Crawford
Jenny is proud to be a Clemson Tiger, and this is her third degree from Clemson. She 
has been a special education teacher in York School District One for 17 years. Jenny has 
accepted a job as the district’s special education coordinator.

Toshawnka Thomas Mahone.................................Effingham, South Carolina
B.S., College of Charleston; M.Ed., Charleston Southern University; Ed.S., 

Citadel University
Tiered Structured Intervention to Prevent Student Pushout
Advised by Dr. Brandi Hinnant-Crawford

Lauren Looper Merck................................................... Easley, South Carolina
B.A., Ed.S., M.A.T., Clemson University
Using Tier 1 Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) for Student Behavior to 

Decrease Discipline Referrals Among Black 9th Grade Students
Advised by Dr. Brandi Hinnant-Crawford
Lauren is an assistant principal in the School District of Pickens County. This is her 
fourth degree from Clemson University, a testament to her passion for education and 
leadership.

Meghan Noel Greer..................................................... Liberty, South Carolina
B.S., M.A., Clemson University; M.A., Furman University
Improving Reading Proficiency Through a Structured MTSS Framework: 

Bridging the Gap Between Evidence and Practice
Advised by Dr. Edwin Nii Bonney
Meghan Greer is the literacy coach at the Central Academy of the Arts with 17.5 years 
of experience in education. She has taught 3rd, 5th and 6th grades and has served as 
an instructional coach for 4 years. Meghan is an avid reader and a passionate advocate 
for literacy. Her work focuses on spreading the joy of reading and ensuring all students 
receive effective, evidence-based reading instruction.

Traci Taylor Boyles......................................................Central, South Carolina
B.S., Winthrop University; M.Ed., Clemson University
Are They Ready? Impacting Kindergarten Readiness Through the Science of 

Reading
Advised by Dr. Edwin Nii Bonney

Susan Stone Chapman............................................... Pickens, South Carolina
B.S., M.A.T., University of South Carolina; Ed.S., Furman University
Teacher Efficacy in Reading Intervention: The Role of Coaching and 

Professional Development in Foundational Literacy
Advised by Dr, Edwin Nii Bonney
Susan is a National Board-Certified Teacher and the current reading coach in the School 
District of Pickens County. She was honored as the 2022-2023 Teacher of the Year. She 
plans to continue coaching teachers to strengthen instructional practices and positively 
impact student achievement in literacy.
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Eleni N Koukoularis........................................................ Denville, New Jersey
B.A., Douglass College, Rutgers University; M.A., Rensselaer Polytechnic 

University
Improving Retention Rate of Students With Disabilities in STEM through Math-

Based Type Science Readiness
Advised by Dr. Edwin Nii Bonney
Eleni has been an educator for over 25 years. She currently teaches high school science 
and serves as an adjunct professor in microbiology. She is also a member of the executive 
board of I AM Hope NJ, a nonprofit that helps impoverished women and children break 
the cycle of poverty through various outreach programs. She has visited over 40 states 
and 5 continents with her two children, exploring the world to better understand and 
connect with people from all walks of life.

Joshua Thomas Oxendine.......................................... Liberty, South Carolina
B.A., Ed.S., M.Ed., Clemson University
Exploring the Impact of Co-Teaching on High School Math Achievement for 

Students with Disabilities
Advised by Dr. Edwin Nii Bonney
Josh is principal of Easley High School in the School District of Pickens County.

Shannon Eileen Sharkey.......................................... Clemson, South Carolina
B.A., Clemson University; M.A., Ed.S., Furman University
Studying the Impact of Co-Teaching on Students With Disabilities Self-Efficacy 

in an Algebra 1 Course.
Advised by Dr. Edwin Nii Bonney

Lindsay LaMance Stewart............................................ Easley, South Carolina
B.S., Ed.S., Clemson University; M.Ed., Southern Wesleyan University
From Collaboration to Achievement: Exploring Co-Teaching as a Strategy to 

Close the Gap in Mathematics for Students with Disabilities
Advised by Dr. Edwin Nii Bonney
Lindsay serves as Executive Director of Special Services for the School District of Pickens 
County in South Carolina and has over 20 years of experience in education. She plans to 
continue leading systemic improvement efforts in special education at the district level.

Katherine Inclán Britton.............................................. Easley, South Carolina
B.S., M.Ed., Clemson University ; M.Ed., Anderson University
Bringing to Life Our Mission and Vision: The Role of Professional Development 

in Instructional Technology
Advised by Dr. Carlos Sandoval Jr.
Katie currently serves as an instructional technology coach for the School District of 
Pickens County.

Meredith Lynn Drake............................................. Batesburg, South Carolina
B.A., Ed.S., Clemson University; M.A., The Citadel
Parent Perception of Preschool Programs: Improving Parent Knowledge of 

Preschool Programs Through Targeted Recruitment
Advised by Dr. Carlos Sandoval Jr.
Meredith was the Alumni Distinguished Speaker for Clemson University’s College of 
Education 2025 Student Recognition Ceremony. She is the assistant principal at Forest 
Acres Elementary in Easley, South Carolina.
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Sarah Courtney Deloach..............................................Saluda, South Carolina
B.A., University of South Carolina Aiken; M.Ed., M.Ed., University of South 

Carolina
Using Parent Empowerment Groups to Increase Academic Success in 

Kindergarten Multilingual Learners
Advised by Dr. Carlos Sandoval Jr.
Sarah serves as the principal at Saluda Elementary School. Her dissertation, Using 
Parent Empowerment Groups to Increase Academic Success in Kindergarten 
Multilingual Learners, shows her dedication to equity and family engagement. She 
intends to continue her work in education system improvement science, supporting 
multilingual learners and developing school leadership.

Jessica Decker Preisig.................................................. Easley, South Carolina
B.A., M.A.T., University of South Carolina; Ed.S., Clemson University
Bringing Life to Our Mission and Vision: A Problem of Practice
Advised by Dr. Carlos Sandoval Jr.
Jessica serves as the Assistant Superintendent for Technology in the School District of 
Pickens County.

Lacey Hale Rogers....................................................... Liberty, South Carolina
B.S., Southern Wesleyan University; M.Ed, Anderson University; Ed.S, Furman 

University
Mathematics Achievement: The Impact of Cooperative Learning Strategies on 

Math Anxiety and Self-Efficacy Among Adult Basic Education Students
Advised by Dr. Carlos Sandoval Jr.
Lacey Rogers is an assistant principal at Pickens Elementary School with 13 years of 
experience in education. She has taught in a variety of settings, including elementary, 
high school and adult basic education.

Alexander  Jose  Velasquez Escalona............. Barquisimeto-Lara, Venezuela
B.S., Libertador Experimental Pedagogical University – Luis Beltrán Prieto 

Figueroa Pedagogical Institute of Barquisimeto; M.Ed., M.Ed., American 
College of Education

Implementing a Modified Schedule Program in South Carolina Schools: An 
Alternative Method to Graduate Students

Advised by Dr. Carlos Sandoval Jr.
Alex is a graduation coach and Spanish teacher at Easley High School in South Carolina. 
With over 17 years of international teaching experience, he holds a master’s degree in 
Educational Leadership and Teaching English Learners. A bilingual educator originally 
from Venezuela, Alexander is passionate about student advocacy, equity, and graduation 
success.

Na Zhang................................................................. Lexington, South Carolina
B.A., Xi’an University of Technology; M.A., Xi’an International Studies 

University; Ed.S., Converse University
Increasing Student Enrollment in the Dual-Language Mandarin Immersion 

Program: Leveraging Marketing and Outreach within a Strategic Enrollment 
Management Framework

Advised by Dr. Carlos Sandoval Jr.
Na is a Chinese and World Cultures teacher and World Languages department chair at 
Meadow Glen Middle School in Lexington, South Carolina.
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Doctor of Philosophy

Educational Leadership

Nancy Scarborough Bowers............................... Spartanburg, South Carolina
B.S., Lee University; M.Ed., Ed.S., Clemson University
The Impact School Leaders Have On Special Education Teacher Retention: A 

Cross-Case Analysis of Two Elementary School Leaders
Advised by Dr. Hans Klar
Nancy’s nine years of teaching experience in special education, along with her research, 
have deepened her commitment to the field. She is passionate about continuing her 
work through research, education and mentorship of both teachers and school leaders 
serving in special education. Nancy received the College of Education 22-23 Graduate 
Student Award of Excellence in Service at Clemson University.

Learning Sciences

Penny S Edwards....................................................Greenville, South Carolina
B.S., B.S., Lander University; M.S., University of Florida; G.C., Clemson 

University
“The best afterlife we can have is in our students”:  A Mixed Methods 

Exploration of Vitality in Part-time Faculty
Advised by Dr. Luke J. Rapa
Penny has recently moved to Rhode Island where she is happily working in a faculty 
development role at the University of Rhode Island. Her position leverages her Learning 
Sciences coursework and dissertation research to support instructors in their teaching 
and career progression.

Literacy, Language and Culture

Victoria Graves Pennington...................................Greenville, South Carolina
B.A., University of South Carolina; M.A., Clemson University
Designing Multilingual (Maker)Spaces: Exploring the Intersections of Play, 

Posthumanism, and Pre-Kindergarten
Advised by Dr. Lindsey W. Rowe
Tory was a graduate research assistant on the CU Build ESOL grant and received the 
Graduate Student Award of Excellence in Research from the College of Education in 
2025. She has six first-authored publications and has accepted a faculty position at 
University of South Carolina Upstate.

Special Education

Logan Wright Qualls................................................Anderson, South Carolina
B.S., The College of Charleston; M.Ed., American College of Education
Collaboration in Action: An Exploration of Collaborative Practice-Based 

Learning in Perservice Teacher Coursework
Advised by Dr. Shanna E. Hirsch
Logan earned a College of Education interdisciplinary fellowship and worked 
collaboratively to publish six peer-reviewed articles with two more under review. She 
was also a finalist in the 2024 3-Minute Thesis competition. She has accepted a faculty 
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position at the University of Alabama - Birmingham.

Teaching and Learning

Noble McKnight Edmisten........................................ Clinton, South Carolina
B.A., M.A., Anderson University
White Secondary Social Studies Pre-Service and First Year Teachers’ Emotions 

Surrounding Topics of Race in Light of Current Censorship Laws
Advised by Dr. Kristen Duncan
Noble will continue in his faculty position at Erskine College.

Keith Spencer Johnston..................................................... Hampton, Virginia
B.A., M.A.T., College of Charleston
Exploring Teacher Decision-Making Based on 4K Children’s Emotional 

Observations and Narratives: A Multiple Case Study
Advised by Dr. Mindy Spearman

Yashica Rasheda Latimer..........................................Fort Mill, South Carolina
B.A., M.Ed., Anderson University ; M.A.T., Clemson University
More Than Numbers: Interrogating the Instructional Capacity of Middle School 

Mathematics Teachers
Advised by Dr. S. Megan Che 
Yashica is the mathematics coordinator at Fort Mill School District. She has co-authored 
publications on equity and pedagogy, including a chapter in Professional Development 
for In-Service Teachers and a lesson in Middle School Mathematics Lessons to Explore, 
Understand and Respond to Social Injustice. Yashica has presented nationally at the 
Association of Mathematics Teacher Educators, School Science and Mathematics 
Association, National Council of Supervisors of Mathematics, and the Research Council 
on Mathematics Learning.

Karla Pfaff Miner............................................ Winston Salem, North Carolina
B.S., Appalachian State University; M.Ed., Clemson University
Burning the Wick at Both Ends: A Three Paper Investigation of Burnout and 

Educators
Advised by Dr. Brooke Whitworth and Dr. Shanita Anderson 
Karla is an emerging scholar in the field of education, currently with two research 
papers under review for publication with Academic Perspectives and Educational 
Research. She has presented internationally at prestigious academic venues, including 
the ACAVENT Conference at Homerton College, Cambridge, United Kingdom and the 
Oxford Symposium of Education at St. Anne’s College, Oxford, United Kingdom. With 
a strong commitment to advancing educational research and practice, she is excited 
to continue contributing to scholarly discourse and innovation in the field through 
working in public schools and continuing action-based research.

Lauretta Oluwafemi Osho.......................................................Kaduna, Nigeria
B.Tech, M.Tech, Federal University of Technology Minna
How do Homeschool Parents in South Carolina Select Curriculum and 

Make Pedagogical Choices to Support Their Children’s Early Reading 
Development?

Advised by Dr. Anna Henson Hall
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Jessie Lynn Winzenried Peterson.................. Winston Salem, North Carolina
B.M., Appalachian State University; M.M., University of North Carolina 

Greensboro
The Influence of Past Experiences on Middle School Band Directors’ 

Instructional Practices
Advised by Dr. Alison Leonard
Over the past three years, Jessie was the director of bands at Kannapolis Middle 
School and received the 2022 Ed Rooker Encore Award from the American School 
Band Directors Association. She served on the College of Education Graduate Student 
Research Conference planning committee, which won the Best Graduate Student Event 
award in 2025. She has published and presented locally and nationally, including the 
American Educational Research Association Annual Meeting in April of 2025. Jessie will 
join Rowan-Cabarrus Community College as an adjunct music professor, continuing her 
dedication to music education and student engagement.

College of Engineering, Computing and 
Applied Sciences

Doctor of Philosophy

Automotive Engineering

Ali Arsalan...................................................................Central, South Carolina
B.S., M.S., University of Engineering and Technology, Lahore
Resilient Control Framework for EV Motor Drive System Subject to Cyber-

Physical Security
Advised by Dr. Behnaz Papari

Grace Muriithi........................................................................... Nairobi, Kenya
B.S., Jomo Kenyatta University; M.S., University of Cape Town
Secure Control and Trust Evaluation Framework for Autonomous 

Transportation Systems
Advised by Dr. Behnaz Papari

Amirhossein Nazeri...............................................Greenville, South Carolina
B.S., Islamic University of Science & Technology; M.S., Texas Tech University
Robustness Investigation, Detection, and Defense of Deep learning-based 

Systems against Cyberattacks
Advised by Dr. Pierluigi Pisu

Joseph Donald Paul..................................................Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
B.S., M.S., University of Alabama
Fleet Algorithm Design for Pooled Rideshare: Integrating Human Factors, 

Simulation, and Optimization
Advised by Dr. Yunyi Jia
Joe has worked closely with industry personnel, including an internship at Argonne 
National Laboratory. He is returning to the automotive manufacturing industry as a 
consultant at P3 Group, specializing as a technical expert in business implementation of 
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complex resource planning and manufacturing execution systems.

Haotian Su..................................................................................... Beijing, China
B.S., Tsinghua University
User Acceptance of Shared Autonomous Vehicles
Advised by Dr. Yunyi Jia
Haotian was granted the College of Engineering, Computing and Applied Sciences 
Outstanding Graduate Researcher Award and named the Department of Automotive 
Engineering’s Outstanding Ph.D. Student of the Year in 2025.

Yuchen Yan.................................................................................. Qingdao, China
B.S., Kennesaw State University; M.S., North Carolina State University
Human Comfort Modeling, Measurement, and Improvement in Human-Robot 

Collaboration
Advised by Dr. Yunyi Jia
Yuchen was awarded the Outstanding Teaching Assistant in Automotive Engineering and 
has authored over 10 peer-reviewed publications in top robotics and human-machine 
interaction venues. His dissertation focused on human comfort modeling and adaptive 
planning in human-robot collaboration. He interned at Honda Research Institute USA and 
contributed to multi-agent coordination research.

Bioengineering

Madysn Dawn Cardinal...................................................Turtle Lake, Wisconsin
B.S., Indiana Institute of Technology; M.S., Clemson University
Experimental Evaluation and Comparison of Football-Related Head Impacts Among 

Ovine, Human, and Hybrid III Headforms
Advised by Dr. John DesJardins and Dr. Greg Batt
Madysn received an RHBSSI Seed Grant and an Interdisciplinary Research Graduate 
Fellowship to support her doctoral studies. She has three peer-reviewed publications and 
plans to pursue a career in the biomechanics engineering industry.

Hwaran Lee................................................................... Seoul, Republic of Korea
B.E., Gachon University; M.S., University of Nottingham
Crevice Corrosion Mechanisms of CoCrMo Alloys in Orthopedic Implants: Retrieval 

Analysis, Nano-Tribocorrosion and Cellular Responses
Advised by Dr. Jeremy L. Gilbert 
Hwaran has received the 2023 CBO travel award, the 2024 Page Morton Hunter 
Bioengineering Graduate Researcher Award, and the 2025 Michael Zebuhr Fellowship Award 
for Bioengineering Research. She is the first author or co-author of seven peer-reviewed 
publications, with five more in preparation. She has presented thirteen research projects at 
national and international conferences on biomaterials and orthopedics. She plans to pursue 
her career in research.

Civil Engineering

Mohammad Khaled Al-bashiti................................... Clemson, South Carolina
B.S., American University of Madaba; M.S., Clemson University
Toward a Unified Theory of Fire-Induced Spalling of Concrete: Transcending 

Domain Knowledge Limitations Through Explainable Artificial Intelligence, 
Causal Discovery and Inference
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Advised by Dr. M.Z. Naser
Mohammad published over ten journal and conference papers during his Ph.D. journey, 
with his work presented internationally in Hong Kong, Australia, and across the U.S. 
He received the Best Student Presentation Award at SiF and was later awarded the 
Rozendale Emerging Leader Fellowship. He also earned the ACI Foundation Fellowship. 
Mohammad plans to pursue a career in forensic structural engineering, where he aims 
to integrate AI into structural diagnostics and safety.

Arash Teymori Gharah Tapeh.................................. Clemson, South Carolina
B.S., M.S., Islamic Azad University South Tehran Branch
Structural Design Using Conditional-GAN Fused with Property Text 

Information: A Case for Masonry Structures
Advised by Dr. M.Z. Naser
Arash holds a Bachelor of Civil Engineering and a Master of Civil-Structural Engineering 
from Iran. He has authored seven publications, including peer-reviewed and conference 
papers. He received Clemson University’s 2024 Engineering ART Fellowship and 
the Outstanding Civil Engineering Graduate Teaching Award in 2024. He will begin 
collaborating with Tindall in August 2025.

Shilpa Girish........................................................................Trivandrum, India
B.Tech, Kerala University; M.Tech, Vellore Institute of Technology
Sensitivity Analysis of Flexible Pavement for South Carolina Conditions
Advised by Dr. Bradley J Putman and Dr. Fabricio Leiva

Tong Liu............................................................................ Shijiazhuang, China
B.A., Tianjin University of Commerce; M.L.A., M.S., Clemson University
Modeling Climate Resilience Through A Human-Centered Lens
Advised by Dr. Chao Fan and Dr. Pamela Murray-Tuite

Snowil John Lopes....................................................... Easley, South Carolina
B.Arch., Mumbai University; M.S., M.B.A., Clemson University
Studies on the Effects of Operator Fatigue on Performance, Trust, and Workload 

Demand in Human-In-The-Loop AI-Enabled Drone Systems

Advised by Dr. Kapil Chalil Madathil

Computer Engineering

Saket Sanjeev Chaturvedi.........................................................Mathura, India
B.S., Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University; M.S., Michigan 

Technological University
Towards Securing AI Systems: Investigating Threats in Multimodal Autonomous 

Driving & Rag Systems
Advised by Dr. Xiaoyong (Brian) Yuan

Max Henry Faykus III.................................................. Linden, North Carolina
B.S., Clemson University
Effects of Lossy Compression Data on Machine Learning Models
Advised by Dr. Melissa C. Smith and Dr. Jon C Calhoun
Max has nine published papers in his time at Clemson University and has presented his 
research at four conferences around the globe.
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Computer Science

Mary Damilola Aiyetigbo........................................................ Osogbo, Nigeria
B.Tech, Ladoke Akintola University of Technology; M.S., Obafemi Awolowo 

University; M.S., Clemson University
Unsupervised Deep Learning for Video Restoration
Advised by Dr. Nianyi Li
Mary’s research on video restoration has led to three first-author, peer-reviewed 
publications, with another currently under review. She was affiliated with the VIPR-GS 
research center, where she contributed to “Virtual sensor reconstruction for off-road 
autonomous vehicle” research. She plans to continue pushing the frontiers of visual AI 
as an industry research scientist.

Heba Aly...............................................................................Alexandria, Egypt
B.S., M.S., Arab Academy for Science and Technology and Maritime Transport
Revolutionizing Digital Privacy Education for Older Adults: Enhanced 

Interventions and AI-Assisted Learning Strategies
Advised by Dr. Bart Knijnenburg and Dr. Kaileigh Byrne
Heba has published nine peer-reviewed papers, with additional work under review. She 
has accepted a faculty position as an instructional assistant professor at the University 
of Houston.

Xiang Li......................................................................................Huzhou, China
B.S., Civil Aviation University of China; M.S., Oregon State University
Multiple View Neural Regression of a Facial Shape Model
Advised by Dr. Eric Patterson

Liwei Wang............................................................................... Qingdao, China
B.S., Southwest Forestry University
Large-scale HPC-empowered Power Electronics Modeling and Simulation in 

Photovoltaic Applications
Advised by Dr. Shuangshuang Jin
Liwei has authored seven peer-reviewed publications, with three additional manuscripts 
currently under review. He has accepted a postdoctoral research position at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute, with a focus on high-performance computing and reliability 
modeling for power electronics systems.

Electrical Engineering

Nargessadat Ghiasi..................................... North Charleston, South Carolina
B.S., M.S., Islamic University of Science & Technology
Robust Online Inertia Estimation in Power Systems Using Ambient Data in the 

Presence of Inverter-Based Resources
Advised by Dr. Ramtin Hadidi

Nithesh Kumar.......................................................................... Chennai, India
B.S., University of New Haven
Advancing Smart and Adaptive Living Spaces Through Design and Development 

of Reconfigurable Multifunctional Robot Rooms
Advised by Dr. Ian Walker
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Nithesh graduated with multiple peer-reviewed publications at leading conferences 
and journals. During his time at Clemson, his research included robotics and silicon 
photonics. His work has been featured on the cover of the prestigious optics journal, 
Advanced Optical Materials. He is currently a postdoctoral scholar at Vanderbilt 
University’s MEDLab, where he is working on surgical robotics with the aim of pursuing 
a career in academia.

Lavanya Muthusamy...................................................... Greer, South Carolina
B.E., M.E., Anna University
Self-poled P(VDF-TrFE) based Composites for Energy Harvesting and Wearable 

Sensor Applications
Advised by Dr. Goutam Koley and Dr. William R. Harrell
Lavanya was recognized for her research on flexible piezoelectric and piezoresistive 
polymer composites, with eight peer-reviewed publications in high-impact journals 
such as Materials & Design, ACS Applied Materials & Interfaces, and ACS Photonics, with 
some additional manuscripts currently under review. She has presented her work at 
international conferences. Lavanya balanced the responsibilities of motherhood during 
her Ph.D. journey and is currently working as a process development engineer at Texas 
Instruments.

Trupal Rajeshbhai Patel............................................... Easley, South Carolina
B.S., M.S., Clemson University
An Investigation Into the Impact of Inverter Based Resources on Critical 

Clearing Time
Advised by Dr. Sukumar Brahma

Bhagyashree Umathe............................................................... Jabalpur, India
B.S., Jabalpur Engineering College; M.S., Veermata Jijabai Technological 

Institute
Data-driven Koopman Theory for Transient Stability and Safety Analysis of 

Power System with Renewable Penetration
Advised by Dr. Rajendra Singh and Dr. Umesh Vaidya
Bhagyashree won third place in the Clemson University ‘Science As Art Competition 
2024.’ She served as the chair of the IEEE PES student branch chapter at Clemson 
University. Bhagyashree has worked at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory and 
plans to work in the area of data-driven approaches for modern power system stability 
and control.

Jaxon Ponder Wiley................................................Greenville, North Carolina
B.S., Clemson University
A Study on the Propagation and Exploitation of Structured Light in Underwater 

Turbulence
Advised by Dr. Eric G. Johnson
Jaxon has appeared on 20 peer-reviewed publications, including eight as lead author 
and was recognized with the Best Student Paper Award at the 2023 Optica Imaging 
Congress for his work on simultaneous optical channels in turbulent environments. 
A former student-athlete at Clemson, he looks forward to combining his technical 
expertise with his lifelong passion for athletics.
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Engineering and Science Education

Shannon Conner............................................................Mercer, Pennsylvania
B.S., Pennwest Edinboro; M.S., Washington State University
Influence of Experience and Risk with Natural Hazards on Geoscience Interest 

and Career Expectations
Advised by Dr. Kelly Best Lazar

Destinee Johnson Cooper.......................................Anderson, South Carolina
B.S., Winthrop University; M.A., Stanford University
Culturally Relevant Pedagogy in Undergraduate General Chemistry
Advised by Dr. Matthew Voigt
Destinee is the first National Science Foundation Bridge to Doctorate Fellow to earn a 
Ph.D. from Clemson University. A former high school teacher, she is deeply committed 
to science education. During her doctoral studies, she was selected as a 2024 CADRE 
Fellow and received the Engineering and Science Education Department’s Teaching 
Scholar Award. She has published peer-reviewed articles and presented at national 
and international conferences. Destinee has accepted a teaching faculty position in 
chemistry at Clemson University.

Environmental Engineering and Earth Sciences

Hao Chen..............................................................................Chongqing, China
B.S., China Agricultural University; M.S., University of Illinois Urbana-

Champaign
Advancing Life Cycle Assessment for Environmental Sustainability of Carbon 

Fiber-Reinforced Polymer Composites
Advised by Dr. Mik Carbajales-Dale
Hao was awarded the Environmental Scholar Award in 2025 by the Department of 
Environmental Engineering and Earth Sciences. Passionate about sustainability 
analysis, he is excited to continue his research as a postdoctoral fellow at Clemson 
University.

Industrial Engineering

Sudhan Bhattarai........................................................Central, South Carolina
B.E., Tribhuvan University; M.S., Colorado State University Pueblo
Multi-Stage Stochastic Programming for Disaster Relief Logistics Under Forecast 

Uncertainty
Advised by Dr. Yongjia Song
Sudhan’s research focuses on stochastic optimization models for logistics networks 
and disaster response. He has one paper published in Networks and two additional 
manuscripts under review. He plans to pursue a career in industry, applying data-
driven optimization and analytics to solve real-world problems in supply chain and 
transportation.

Daniel Bruno Lopes da Silva..................................................Arapiraca, Brazil
B.S., Federal University of Alagoas, Brazil; M.S., Federal University of 

Pernambuco, Brazil; M.S., University of Arkansas
Bilevel Network Interdiction Models for Human Trafficking Disruption
Advised by Dr. Thomas C. Sharkey and Dr. Yongjia Song
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Daniel received the Student Development Award 2023 from the Industrial Engineering 
Department and was the vice-president (2022-2023) and the president (2023-2024) 
of the INFORMS Student Chapter. He is a Trailblazers in Engineering fellow (Purdue 
University - 2024) and an IISE Future Faculty Fellow (2023-2024). Daniel has accepted an 
assistant professor position at Florida Polytechnic University.

Sheng-Yin Chen....................................................................... Central, Taiwan
B.S., National Cheng Kung University; M.S., National Tsing Hua University
Data-Driven Stochastic Programming For Disaster Housing Logistics Planning
Advised by Dr. Yongjia Song

Sayed Rezwanul Islam...................................................Dinajpur, Bangladesh
B.S., Rajshahi University of Engineering & Technology; M.S., Texas State 

University
Understanding the Elements of Sterile Processing Workflow: OR, Sterilization, 

and Personnel
Advised by Dr. Kevin M. Taaffe
Sayed was the winner of the 2021 Institute for Operations Research and the Management 
Sciences Minority Issues Forum Student Poster Competition. He has accepted a visiting 
faculty position at Purdue University Fort Wayne.

Morteza Soltani.................................................................................Yazd, Iran
B.S., Sharif University of Technology; M.S., Iran University of Science and 

Technology; M.S., Clemson University
Replacement Optimization for Offshore Wind Turbine Farms
Advised by Dr. Jeffrey Kharoufeh and Dr. Amin Khademi
Morteza was recognized for exceptional teaching and mentorship with four awards, 
including the Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant Award from Clemson 
University, the College of Engineering, Computing and Applied Sciences, and the 
Department of Industrial Engineering, as well as the student-voted Teaching Assistant 
of the Year Award. He has begun his new role at Delta Air Lines as a senior decision 
scientist.

Materials Science and Engineering

Samruddhi Yashwant Gaikwad............................... Clemson, South Carolina
B.S., University Institute of Chemical Technology
Design and Synthesis of Self-healing Aromatic Copolymers and Olefinic 

Composites
Advised by Dr. Marek W. Urban
Samruddhi was awarded the Outstanding Research award recently, and she plans to 
pursue her career working as a scientist at the R&D department of a polymer company.

Liang Han.................................................................................. Xiamen, China
B.S., University of Jinan; M.S., University of Chinese Academy of Sciences; M.S., 

Clemson University
Discovery of High-Performance Cathode Materials for Protonic Ceramic Fuel 

Cells
Advised by Dr. Jianhua Tong and Dr. Feng Luo
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Alexander Dino Malaj................................................... Clover, South Carolina
B.S., Clemson University
Synthesis and Characterization of Magnetic Nanoparticles to Study Effective 

Magnetic Anisotropy for Biomedical and Catalystic Applications
Advised by Dr. O. Thompson Mefford
Alex gave a scientific presentation on his work at Intermag 2025. He has two peer-
reviewed publications, with four more that will be published. He plans to work in 
research and development.

Aaron Thomas Santomauro..................................................... Oviedo, Florida
B.S., University of Central Florida
Investigation of Solid-State Reactive Sintering and Rapid Laser Reactive 

Sintering for Al-Doped Li7La3Zr2O12 Solid-State Electrolyte
Advised by Dr. Jianhua Tong
Aaron completed two internships with Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory and 
received the Gilbert C. Robinson Annual Memorial Fellowship for his work. In addition 
to his primary research in materials science and engineering, he served as a teaching 
assistant for several courses and an officer for the Clemson Rubik’s Cube Club. He will be 
moving to Cleveland, Ohio with his wife, corgi, and two kitties.

College of Science

Doctor of Philosophy

Biological Sciences

Danielle Stief Adams............................................... West Grove, Pennsylvania
B.S., M.S., West Chester University
Evolutionary Biomechanics in Cetartiodactyla: Impacts of Ecological Shifts on 

Bone Material Properties and Control Surfaces Morphology
Advised by Dr. Richard Blob and Dr. Samantha Price
During her time at Clemson, Dani co-authored six peer-reviewed publications, including 
a first-author article in 2025. She was awarded the Biological Sciences Interdisciplinary 
Fellowship and has accepted a postdoctoral position at the Field Museum in Chicago.

Jason Paul Joines................................................................. Bellvue, Colorado
B.S., M.S., Oklahoma State University
Local Adaptation in the Pinus Palustris Ground Layer
Advised by Dr. Saara J. DeWalt

Junyi Li..................................................................................... Qingdao, China
B.S., University of California, irvine; M.S., University of Southern California
Bifunctional Fusion Protein PDL1sFv/MICAe for Cancer Immunotherapy
Advised by Dr. Yanzhang Wei

Keiffer Logan Williams.................................................... Huntington, Indiana
B.S., Butler University; M.S., University of Minnesota
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Ecomorphological Diversification of Tooth Complexity in the Oral Jaws of 
Marine Teleostean Fishes

Advised by Dr. Samantha Price

Chemistry

Joseph Vernon Goodwin.............................................. Clover, South Carolina
B.S., Winthrop University
Development of Isotope Ratio Measurements Directly from Cotton Swipes with 

the Liquid Sampling – Atmospheric Pressure Glow Discharge Ionization 
Source

Advised by Dr. R. Kenneth Marcus
Joseph has won numerous awards at conferences for presentations and posters. He has 
seven first-author publications at the time of graduation. He has participated in two 
courses at national laboratories related to nuclear security.

Shalika  Meedin................................................................. Colombo, Sri Lanka
B.S., University of Sri Jayewardenapura
Melts to Solutions: Structure, Dynamics, and Response of Polyelectrolytes
Advised by Dr. Dvora Perahia and Dr. Gary Grest
Shalika received the Mendel Fellowship in 2025 and the Chemistry Outreach Award in 
2025. She is currently a joint postdoctoral scholar at Oak Ridge National Lab and the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville.

Mathematical Sciences

Evan Doyle Butterworth..............................................Lawrenceville, Georgia
B.S., Georgia Southern University; M.S., Clemson University
Accurate Temporal Integration Schemes for Nonlinear Adsorption Problems
Advised by Dr. Lea Jenkins
Evan served the School of Mathematical and Statistical Sciences as a Graduate 
Student Advisory Council member, earned the distinction of an Accelerate to Industry 
scholar, and has begun his tenure as a postdoctoral researcher with the Idaho National 
Laboratory.

Michael Charlton Richard Byrd, Jr..................... Wilmington, North Carolina
B.S., University of North Carolina Wilmington; M.S., University of North 

Carolina Wilmington
Certified Approximation Algorithms of Algebraic Curves
Advised by Dr. Michael Burr
During his time at Clemson University, Michael received the 2024-2025 Doctoral 
Dissertation Completion Grant and published three papers in Applied Algebraic 
Geometry. He has accepted a faculty position at the University of North Carolina 
Wilmington.

Kristen Savary Joyce................................................................ Dubuque, Iowa
B.S., Clemson University; M.S., Clemson University
Online Multiobjective Optimization
Advised by Dr. Margaret Wiecek



36

Yezhuo Li................................................................................. Liaoning, China
M.S., Clemson University
Experimental Design and Analysis for Decision Making: Methodology and 

Applications
Advised by Dr. Qiong Zhang
Yezhuo has received multiple awards for her research, which spans diverse, 
interdisciplinary applications of mathematics and statistics.

Alec Mertin.....................................................................New Blaine, Arkansas
B.S., University of the Ozarks; M.S., Clemson University
Homomesies and Toggleability Spaces
Advised by Dr. Svetlana Poznanovikj
Alec was named Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant by the School of 
Mathematical and Statistical Sciences in 2021. He has accepted a visiting faculty 
position at Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, New York.

Freeman John Vincent Slaughter........................Greensboro, North Carolina
B.A., University of North Carolina Asheville; M.S., Clemson University
Constructing Code-Based Zero-Knowledge Proofs Leveraging Generic Errors 

And Bounded Vectors

Advised by Dr. Felice Manganiello

Microbiology

Mir Alvee Ahmed..................................................................Savar, Bangladesh
B.S., M.S., Jahangirnagar University
Distribution, Roles and Environmental Drivers of Bacterial Communities in the 

Chesapeake and Delaware Bays
Advised by Dr. Barbara J. Campbell
Alvee was named the Biological Sciences Department’s Outstanding Graduate Teaching 
Assistant in 2023 and has two peer-reviewed publications with his advisor.

Physics

Benjamin Joseph Amend....................................................... Cincinnati, Ohio
B.S., Miami University
Chemical & Electromagnetic Signatures of Binary Neutron Star Mergers
Advised by Dr. Jonathan Zrake
Ben received the Department of Physics and Astronomy’s Outstanding Graduate 
Teaching Assistant Award in 2022 and has conducted research in high-energy 
astrophysics in collaboration with scientists at Los Alamos National Laboratory. He has 
accepted a post-doctoral researcher position at Syracuse University.

Peshal Karki................................................................................... Parsa, Nepal
M.S., Tribhuvan University
Advancing Lithium-Ion Batteries Through Exploration of Novel Physico-

Chemical Phenomena
Advised by Dr. Apparao M. Rao
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Janus Kozdon..................................................................Poplar Grove, Illinois
B.S., Northern Arizona University
12CO Ro-Vibrational Spectroscopy of Protoplanetary Disks: Inferring Planet-Disk 

Interactions
Advised by Dr. Jeffrey Fung and Dr. Sean Brittain

David Charles McCall............................................................ Augusta, Georgia
B.S., Augusta University; M.S., Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Low Energy Ion Irradiation Effects in Electronic Devices and Materials
Advised by Dr. Chad Sosolik
David has accepted a position as an assistant professor at Augusta University.

Yong Sheng............................................................................. Shaoxing, China
B.S., Jiangxi Normal University
Discovering High-redshift BL Lacs and Localizing GRBs for MeV missions
Advised by Dr. Marco Ajello
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Clemson Alma Mater

Farmer and McGarity/arr. Freeman

Where the Blue Ridge yawns its greatness,
Where the Tigers play;

Here the sons of dear Old Clemson
Reign supreme alway.

Chorus
Dear Old Clemson, we will triumph

And with all our might,
That the Tiger’s roar may echo

O’er the mountain height.

We will dream of greater conquests,
For our past is grand,

And her sons have fought and conquered
Every foreign land.

Where the mountains smile in grandeur
O’er the hill and dale,

Here the Tiger lair is nestling
Swept by storm and gale.

We are brothers strong in manhood,
For we work and strive;

And our alma mater reigneth
Ever in our lives.
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