
How to use a secchi disk… 
	
  

How to use a turbidity tube… 
	
  

Lower the 
secchi disk 
into the 
water. Look 
straight down 
at the disk 
until you can’t 
see it 
anymore. 

1 Slowly pull 
the rope 
up until 
the secchi 
disk 
reappears.  

Note mark where 
rope enters water.  

2

Using the mark on the rope, measure from 
the secchi disk to the point where the rope 
entered the water.  

Record the length (with units!) on your data sheet. 

3

Fill the 
tube to 
the top 
with 
water. 

1

…another 
slowly lets 
water out of 
the tube 
through the 
valve at the 
bottom. 

As one 
person 
looks 
through 
the top 
of the 
tube… 

2

Record the 
height of 
the water 
remaining in 
the tube on 
your data 
sheet (with 
units). 

4

Say “stop” and close the 
valve as soon as the 
black and white circle 
(secchi disk) becomes 
visible. 
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