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Introduction 
 
In conjunction with the establishment of a university-wide Clemson Caribbean Initiative 
(CCI), the CCI Steering Committee announces a Call for Proposals for Caribbean 
Interdisciplinary Seed Grants. 
 
The purposes of the CCI Interdisciplinary Seed Grants are to: 1) foster interdisciplinary 
projects relevant to the Caribbean region and 2) provide seed funding for potential 
scaling up of Caribbean-relevant projects in the future.  
 
Projects that are responsive to the mission and principles of the CCI (see attached 
concept paper) are the focus of this seed grant program. Projects should include 
Clemson University faculty from two or more disciplines, drawing from the sciences, arts 
and humanities, and/or professional and applied fields. Projects with an emphasis on 
any aspect of Clemson University’s land grant mission -- teaching, research and 
scholarship, and service -- are eligible. Collaborators and field work in the Caribbean 
are eligible, but not required. Products may include reports, datasets, grant proposals, 
curricula, exhibits, student engagement projects, or other materials. 
 
A total of $50,000 in funding has been provided for the CCI Interdisciplinary Seed 
Grants by: Clemson’s Public Service and Agriculture (PSA), Office of Global 
Engagement (OGE), College of Behavioral, Social and Health Sciences (CBSHS), and 
College of Engineering, Computing and Applied Sciences (CECAS). Up to $10,000 in 
support is available for each project. All funding is allocated as direct costs (i.e., no 
indirect costs). The project period is 18 months or less, with a 1-page progress report 
submitted 9 months after the start date and a final report submitted within 30 days of the 
completion of the funded project. Up to 6 projects will be funded. 
 
Members of the CCI Steering Committee are not eligible to apply for CCI 
Interdisciplinary Seed Grants. 
 
Application Process 
 
Applications include: 

• Proposal (no more than 3 pages with 1 inch margins and Arial 11 point font) 
o Title 
o Names and affiliations of PIs, with lead PI identified. 
o Abstract (up to 250 words) 
o Narrative 

• Budget (no more than 1 page) 
• Abridged CVs for PIs (no more than 5 pages each) 
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In the proposal narrative, include a description of what you intend to do, how you will 
carry out the project, why the project is important, and a timeline.  
 
In the budget, please list expenses (up to $10,000 in direct costs) by category with a 
brief explanation. Salary and fringe may be included, but should be appropriate to the 
task and time commitment. A collaborator may be from another institution, however all 
financial support must remain within Clemson University (e.g., subcontracts or 
consulting fees should not be included). Requests for travel funding should comply with 
the University’s travel guidelines. For international travel, a meal per diem may be 
included for up to 50% of the US Department of State’s published amount for the 
destination(s). Feel free to use your college’s OSP Support Center for assistance with 
developing your budget, though this is not required. 
 
Applications which include university commitments outside the authority of the PIs 
require corresponding administrative approvals (e.g., Department Chair, college 
Associate Dean for Research). These approvals should be with included with the 
proposal. 
 
Please submit your complete application as a single PDF file by email to: Jean 
McKendry (jmckend@clemson.edu). Applications are due by 5 pm on 15 
September 1 November 2017.  
 
Review and Selection 
 
The following criteria will be used to review the CCI project proposals: 

• Fit with CCI mission and principles 
• Strength of the interdisciplinary collaboration 
• Potential for Caribbean collaboration 
• Merit of the project for teaching, research, and/or service 
• Creativity and distinctiveness 
• Potential for scaling up to larger project 
• Capacity of PIs to carry out the project 

 
A subcommittee of the CCI Steering Committee will serve as the review committee.The 
committee will review and rate each proposal to determine which projects should be 
awarded. This review and selection will be coordinated by Dr. Jean McKendry, 
Coordinator of Grant Development & Interdisciplinary Collaborations for the College of 
Behavioral, Social and Health Sciences and the College of Education.  
 
Award notifications will made approximately 15 November 2017. All applications 
selected for award will need to have all required approvals (e.g., IRB etc.) from the 
Office of Research Compliance before the award can be activated. 
 
 
For more information, contact: 
Dr. Jean McKendry, Coordinator of Grant Development & Interdisciplinary Collaborations 
College of Behavioral, Social and Health Sciences and College of Education 
jmckend@clemson.edu 

mailto:jmckend@clemson.edu

