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Abstract 
Starting at the optimum geometry and glass selection for a Zeiss 
Tessar Lens, the role of different glass types for optical design is 
discussed.  Key concepts for the assessment of lenses are 
introduced (modulation transfer function, transverse ray aberration 
curves). The distribution of optical glasses in the Abbe diagram is 
explained both with respect to optical needs and physical limitations 
(Kramers-Kronig-relations). 
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