Student Worksheet for the
Salt Marsh Virtual Field Trip

Please answer the following questions.

1. What characteristics define a Salt Marsh?

2. Where is the salt shrub thicket zone found and what type of vegetation can be
found there?

3. Give an example of a plant found in the salt shrub thicket and tell me something
interesting you found out about this species.

4. Where is the black needle rush zone located?
5. What is a salt flat and why can't plants grow there easily?
6. Give an example of a salt loving plant and tell me something interesting you

found out about this species.
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7. The footprints of what animal are featured in the Salt Marsh Virtual Field Trip?

8. What is "scat™?

0. How can you tell male fiddler crabs from a females?

10. Describe male fiddler crab behavior.

11. How can you tell the difference between the 2 species of fiddler crab found in a
South Carolina Salt Marsh?

12.  What is Spartina?

13.  Give two examples of animals that prefer to live in the Spartina dominated areas
of the Salt Marsh and tell me something interesting you found out about this
species.
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14, Give 4 examples of organisms found in a Salt Marsh that people like to eat.

15. What is detritus?

16.  What is plankton?

17.  What is "spat” and where in the Salt Marsh can you find it?

18. During what months should oysters not be eaten and why?

19.  What physical characteristics are common to the various species of wading birds
found in the Salt Marsh?

20.  Why is it taking so long for the Diamondback Terrapin population to recover
from being overharvested due to the turtle soup demand of this last century?
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21.  What characteristics define an estuary?

22.  What is biomagnification and give me an example of this event.

23.  What threats exist for the future of the Salt Marsh and what can you do to protect
them from these threats?
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