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Edisto Research & Education Center 
Blackville, South Carolina 

(3 miles West of Blackville on US Hwy 78 - Watch for Sign) 

Selling 65 Bulls 
47 Angus – 8 Balancers 

4 Polled Herefords - 2 Red Angus 
2 Simmentals - 1 Simangus - 1 Gelbvieh 



2008 EDISTO FORAGE BULL TEST SALE 
 
Announcements: 

Announcements from the auction box will take precedence over the information printed in the sale catalog. 
 
Auctioneer: 

Mike Jones – West Point, GA 
 
Sale Site: 

Edisto Forage Bull Test facility at Clemson University's Edisto Research & Education Center located 3 miles west of  Blackville, South 
Carolina on U.S. Hwy 78. 

 
Lunch: 

Available at the sale site. 
 
Air Service: 

Commercial airlines serve Augusta, Georgia and Columbia, South Carolina.  Private planes can land at Barnwell County Airport near 
 Barnwell, South Carolina - 10 miles from the Edisto Research & Education Center.  Arrangements with the Sale Manager for 
 transportation from Barnwell County Airport must be made in advance. 
 
Area Motels: 

Carolina Lodge - Barnwell   10 miles  803-259-2014 
Days Inn - Barnwell    10 miles  803-541-5000 
Carolina Inn - Denmark        10 miles  803-793-6300 
Hampton Inn - Aiken    25 miles  803-648-2525 
Holiday Inn Express - Aiken  25 miles  803-648-0999 
Days Inn - Aiken     25 miles  803-642-5692 

 
Test and Sale Sponsored by: 

Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service 
South Carolina Agriculture and Forestry Research System 
Clemson University Department of Animal and Veterinary Sciences 
South Carolina Cattlemen's Association 

 
Sale Manager: 

Dr. Larry W. Olson 
Extension Animal Scientist  Office: 803-284-3343 ext 231 
Edisto Research & Education Center Fax: 803-284-3684 
64 Research Rd.     Home: 803-259-7292 
Blackville, SC  29817    E-mail: LOLSON@clemson.edu 

 
Sale Day Telephone: 

803-259-6957  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



GENERAL INFORMATION 
Entry Requirements: 

1. All consignors must be members of the South Carolina Cattlemen’s Association. 
2. Breeders' herds must be enrolled in their respective breed association's performance records program. 
3. Breeders may consign as many bulls as desired – provided space is available. 
4. All bulls must have a performance registration certificate. 
5. All bulls must be registered purebreds or registered hybrids (Balancer, SimAngus, etc.). 
6. Bulls born between January 1, 2007 and March 31, 2007. 
7. Embryo transplant calves will be accepted. 
8. Actual birth weights are required for all bulls. 
9. Minimum Adj. 205-Day Weaning Weight: 

Angus, Hereford, Polled Hereford, Shorthorn, Brahman, Senepol - 575 lbs. 
All Other Breeds - 625 lbs. 

10. Minimum Adj. 205-Day Weaning Weight Ratio of  93.  All bulls except embryo transplants must be raised by their genetic dams. 
11. All bulls must have negative Brucellosis and persistent BVD tests and official state health papers (CVI) when delivered. 
12. Pre-Delivery Health Requirements: 

a. Vaccinations: 
1) IBR, PI3, BVD, BRSV 
2) 5-way Leptospirosis 
3) 7-way Blackleg (Clostridials) 
4) Pasteurella haemolytica and multocida 

.   b. Dewormed and treated for grubs and lice. 
 
Sale Requirements: 

1. Minimum performance requirements: 
a. Average Daily Gain Ratio - 85 
b. Weight per Day of Age Ratio - 90 
c. Adjusted 452-Day Yearling Weight Ratio - 90 

2. Minimum Adjusted 365-Day Yearling Scrotal Circumference - 30.0 cm. 
3. Sale eligible bulls must pass a independent Screening Committee's evaluation of structural soundness, disposition and muscling. 
4. All bulls must pass a comprehensive Breeding Soundness Exam within 30 days of the sale. 
5. All bulls sell under their respective breed association guarantees. 
6. Sale order based on INDEX = ADG + WDA across breeds. 

 
How Bulls Have Been Handled: 

1. November 12, 2007 - bulls were delivered to the test station; tagged; vaccinated with Ft. Dodge Pyramid 10, Intervet Vision 7  
and Ft. Dodge Presponse HM vaccines; and dewormed with Eprinex pour-on. 

2. November 12-13, 2007 - bulls were weighed on test. 
3. March 4, 2008 - yearling scrotal circumference taken. 
4. March 5, 2008 - yearling ultrasound measurements were taken by Bill Martin - Martin Cattle Services at Jefferson, GA. 
5.  March 18, 2008 - bulls were dewormed and treated for flies with Normectin pour-on. 
6. April 19, 2008 - An independent screening committee evaluated the bulls for structural soundness, muscling and disposition. 
7. April 28-29, 2008 - bulls were weighed off the 168-day test.  Bulls culled on performance, scrotal circumference and/or by the 

screening committee were sent home or to slaughter.  Bulls were treated for flies with Saber pour-on. 
8. June 15, 2008 - bulls were dewormed and treated for flies with Normectin pour-on. 
9. August 1, 2008 - bulls were treated for flies with Saber pour-on. 
10. September 15, 2008 - bulls were given complete Breeding Soundness Exams by Dr. Joel Riley, DVM and Dr. Jeff Nordin, DVM. 

   Bulls were dewormed and treated for flies with Normectin pour-on. 
11. October 7, 2008 - bulls were weighed and treated for flies with Saber pour-on. 

 
Feed Program: 

The bulls grazed rye-ryegrass pastures and were fed a bulk, by-products based test ration at the rate of 1% of average body weight per 
day during the 168-day test.  Backup feed supply was coastal bermudagrass hay and the test ration at 1.25% of body weight.  After the 
test was over, bulls grazed coastal bermudagrass-bahiagrass-crabgrass or hybrid pearl millet pasture and were fed the test ration at a 
rate of 12.5 lbs/bull/day until sale day. 

 
Contributors to the 2008 Clemson Bull Testing Program: 

Their generous support of this program for the genetic improvement of South Carolina's beef cattle industry is appreciated: 
Ft. Dodge Animal Health – Randy Fordham (Danielsville, GA) & Merial Animal Health - Steve McGill (Iva, SC) 



TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE 
1. The Auctioneer will settle any disputes as to bids. 
2. Terms of the sale are cash or check payable to the:  S. C. Cattlemen's Association. 
3. Each animal will be at the purchaser's own risk as soon as sold. 
4. Bulls will be fed and cared for free of charge up to 48 hours after the sale. 
5. A certificate of registration will be furnished by the consignor for each bull. 
6. The test manager will handle the transfer of registration papers to the buyers. 
7. Angus and Polled Hereford bulls are guaranteed not to be carriers of dwarfism under their respective breed association's guarantees. 
8. All bulls are guaranteed breeders, if properly cared for.  Any bull failing to breed may be returned to the seller's farm at the buyer's 
 expense.  If the bull is in good condition and complies with the health requirements, the buyer is entitled to a satisfactory settlement.  
 Settlement is between the buyer and seller. 
9. The above guarantees and terms of the sale shall constitute a contract between the buyer and seller of each lot and shall be equally 
 binding upon both parties. 
10. A consignor may not "NO SALE" a bull during or after the sale. 
11. Clemson University in its capacity as an educational institution and in carrying out its public responsibilities is vitally interested in 
 promoting quality and healthy livestock.  In doing so, the University acts solely as an agent and is not responsible for any losses 
 incurred by individuals. 
12. All persons attending the sale do so at their own risk.  Neither Clemson University nor the Sales Manager assumes liability for the 
 safety of the test station facilities or for the behavior of the animals. 
 

% Intramuscular Fat to Quality Grade, Marbling Degree and Marbling Score Conversion 
%IMF Quality Grade Marbling Degree 
0.28 - 1.37 Standard Practically Devoid 
1.37 - 2.58 Standard Traces 
2.58 - 3.90 Select Slight 
3.90 - 5.33 Choice - Small 
5.33 - 6.88 Choice Modest 
6.88 - 8.55 Choice + Moderate 
8.55 - 10.32 Prime - Slightly Abundant 
10.32 - 12.21 Prime Moderately Abundant 

    Source: Application of Ultrasound for Genetic Improvement in Beef Cattle.  D. E. Wilson et al.  Iowa State University. 
 
Bulls on a grazing-based test are most likely to have 2.5-3.5% less intramuscular fat than their steer-mates on a high energy feedlot ration. 
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PERFORMANCE RECORD 
 
1. Tag No. = bull’s test ear tag number. 
2. Registered Name = bull’s registered name. 
3. Tattoo No. = bull’s permanent identification in ear. 
4. Birth Date = actual birth date. 
5. Reg No. = breed association official registration number. 
6. BWT EPD = birth weight EPD (lbs) is a within breed 

predictorv of a bull’s ability to transmit birth weight to his 
progeny compared to other bulls. 

7. WWT EPD = weaning weight EPD (lbs) is a within breed  
predictor of a bull’s ability to transmit preweaning growth  
to his progeny compared to other bulls. 

8. YWT EPD = yearling weight EPD (lbs) is a predictor of a 
bull’s ability to transmit yearling growth to his progeny 
compared to other bulls. 

9. Milk EPD = maternal milk EPD (lbs. of calf weaning 
weight) is a within breed predictor of a bull’s ability to 
transmit milk and maternal ability to his daughters 
compared to daughters of all other bulls. 

10. YHT EPD = yearling height EPD (inches) is a within breed  
predictor of a bull’s ability to transmit yearling height to his 
progeny compared to other bulls. 

11. YSC EPD = yearling scrotal circumference EPD (cm) is a within breed predictor of a bull’s ability to transmit yearling scrotal size to 
his sons compared to other bulls.  

12. MARB EPD = marbling EPD - expressed as a fraction of the difference in USDA marbling score – is a within breed predictor of a 
bull’s ability to transmit marbling to his progeny compared to progeny of other bulls evaluated at a given slaughter endpoint. 

13. REA EPD = ribeye area EPD (in2) is a within breed predictor of a bull’s ability to transmit ribeye size to his progeny compared to 
progeny of other bulls evaluated at a given slaughter endpoint. 

14. $Beef = $ beef index ($ per head) is a within breed predictor of the expected average difference in a bull’s progeny performance for 
postweaning and carcass value compared to progeny of other sires. 

15. BWT = actual birth weight (lbs). 
16. WNC = weaning number of contemporaries = number of bulls in a bull’s weaning-management group – ET = embryo transfer calf.  
17. AWWT = weaning weight (lbs) adjusted to 205 days of age and for age-of-dam. 
18. AWWT Ratio = ratio of bull's adj. 205-day weaning weight to the average for all bulls in the same weaning-management group. 
19. On-Wt = on-test weight (lbs). 
20. Off-Age = off-test age (days). 
21. Off-Ht = off-test hip height (inches). 
22. Off-Wt = off-test weight (lbs). 
23. ADG = test average daily gain (lbs/day) = [On-Test Weight - Off-Test Weight] / Days on Test. 
24. ADG Ratio = ratio of bull's ADG to his breed-age group average. 
25. WDA = weight per day of age (lbs/day) = (Off-Test Weight / Off-Test Age). 
26. WDA Ratio = ratio of bull's WDA to his breed-age group average. 
27. u%IMF = 12th rib % intramuscular fat adjusted to 365-days of age. 
28. u%IMF Ratio = ratio of bull’s adjusted yearling % intramuscular fat to his breed-age group average. 
29. uREA = 12th rib ribeye area (in2) adjusted to 365-days of age. 
30. uREA Ratio = ratio of bull’s adjusted yearling ribeye area to his breed-age group average.  
31. uFAT = 12th rib fat thickness adjusted to 365-days of age. 
32. uFAT Ratio = ratio of bull’s adjusted yearling fat thickness to his breed-age group average. 
33. uRMP = rump fat thickness adjusted to 365-days of age. 
34. uRMP Ratio = ratio of bull’s adjusted yearling rump fat thickness to his breed-age group average. 
35. AYSC = adjusted 365-day yearling scrotal circumference (cm). 
36. AYHT = adjusted 452-day yearling hip height (inches). 
37. AYFS = adjusted 452-day yearling frame score. 
38. AYWT = adjusted 452-day yearling weight (lbs). 
39. AYWT Ratio = ratio of bull's adjusted 452-day yearling weight to his breed-age group average. 
40. Index = ADG + WDA. 
 
 



Edisto Research & Education Center 
(3 miles west of Blackville, South Carolina on US Hwy 78) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Edisto Forage Bull Test 
64 Research Rd. 
Blackville, SC  29817 
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Edisto Research & Education Center 
Blackville , South Carolina 

(Please Bring This Catalog) 


