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An application for support from the Brown Foundation is included in the following pages.  Please use this form for the application.  You may obtain an electronic copy of this form from http://people.clemson.edu/~lmurdoc/brown_foundation.htm.

Eligible applicants must be currently enrolled in M.S. program at the Clemson University Department of Geological Sciences.  Students who will receive research support of more than $7500 from other sources (e.g. faculty grants) during this school year are ineligible.    

The application should include 5 sections.  The first section is basic information to identify you and the date of the submittal.  The second section describes the research, and it consists of the following subsections.

Statement of the Problem:  This subsection should clearly describe the problem that you will address during the research.  Background and overview information that sets the stage for your work is appropriate here.  Be sure that the importance of solving the problem is clearly stated.  

Objective:  This subsection should clearly describe what you intend to accomplish, your goals, during the research.  Presumably this will include a solution to some aspect of the problem described above.  Your work may have one primary objective and several secondary ones.  

Approach:  This subsection identifies how you will achieve the objectives outlined in the previous section.  You should describe the approach in enough detail so reviewers can evaluate the likelihood that you will be successful.  

Schedule:  This subsection outlines when the work will be done.  A good way to do this is to develop a table with the first column containing major tasks included in the approach.   The other columns in the schedule contain time intervals, typically months, when the work will be conducted.  Put an asterisk, or some other mark, in the box to show when each task will be conducted.   Keep in mind that all proposed projects must be completed within 1 year of the award.    

The budget is the third section of the proposal.  This section should include a brief description of the expenses, along with an estimated cost and an amount requested.  Some of the expenses may be greater than what you request in this proposal.  You can include whatever budget categories are appropriate for your proposal, but some typical categories include:  

Subsistence:  This includes food, rent, and other items that are essential (in the eye of the reviewers) to life as a graduate student.  This category is limited to $1500.

Travel:  This includes air fare or other types of fares, car rental, or mileage costs if you drive your own car.  Use $0.26/mile as the mileage cost.  Subsistence while traveling (e.g. food and hotel or camping) is also included here.   

Supplies:  This includes items that cost less than $500 and are required to conduct your research.  Give the general categories of supplies that you intend to purchase.   

Equipment:  This includes items that cost more than $500 and are required to conduct your research.  Specify the manufacturer and model.   

Services:  This includes costs associated with hiring someone to help you (e.g. hiring a driller to make a well, contracting to have thin sections made).   Give the company you intend to hire and specify the service they will provide.  Avoid hiring friends or family members unless you can justify selecting them.     

Budget Justification

You must briefly justify the amounts requested in the budget.  It is important to succinctly show that the amount of funds you are requesting are reasonable and justified in order to accomplish the project.  In general, this means that you should be as detailed as possible by itemizing and presenting costs on a unit basis.  

Subsistence.   Give the length of time the support will cover, the estimate cost for food, rent, or other expenses related to subsistence on a per unit time basis.   

Travel.  Give the destinations and estimated fares. Or the estimated mileage per trip, the  number of trips, the mileage costs and the total costs. 

Supplies.  Present enough cost detail so the request seems reasonable, and briefly describe how the supplies will be used.  

Equipment.   Describe why it is essential that funds be used to obtain each piece of equipment requested.  Note that equipment costing more than $500 will be retained as property of Clemson after the project has been completed.  

Services:  Justify why the service is needed and why you have chosen the company or person listed on the budget.  

You should describe other sources of funding that you have either applied for, or received, to support the research.  Give the sponsor and the amount requested or granted.  You should keep in mind that you cannot accept money from two different sponsors (including the Brown Foundation) to support the same work.  However, you can accept money from different sponsors to support different aspects of the same project.  You are encouraged to seek sources of funding in addition to that from the Brown Foundation, but be sure to clearly identify how each request for funds is unique.    

The fourth section of the proposal includes letters of recommendation.  Please attach two letters of recommendation, one of which must be from your advisor, to the completed proposal form.  

The final section of the proposal is a current resume.  Please attach this to the proposal. 

Be sure to sign the completed proposal.  
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