Midterm Exam
GEOL 816

Due in class, 3 April 2007
Prepare a report describing the hydrogeology of the Floridan Aquifer system.  The report should be clear, concise, technically accurate and complete, original, and worthy of nomination for a Pulitzer Prize.   

Your report is limited to 7 pages of text; double-spaced, 12 pt font.  Cited references can be on additional pages.  Include a table of contents showing the first 3 levels of headings at the beginning of the document—this is in addition to the 6 pages of text.  Also include a title page.  You should include an original figure (that you draw) showing a representative hydrogeologic conceptual model of the aquifer system.  Other figures that you have drawn from scratch, or tables that you have prepared, are permitted and they should be embedded in the text and considered part of the page limit.  Figures or tables copied from external sources are not allowed.  Feel free to cite figures in other works, but your text should stand alone from those figures because the reader won’t see them.    
Your report should be based on published work.    Hydrogeology, the book by Back and others, has several chapters describing this aquifer, and the Heath report also includes a description.  The Groundwater Atlas is another potential source.  In addition, I have put on closed reserve the USGS Professional Paper 1404 describing the Floridan Aquifer.  There are about 10 volumes in this report and you can sign them out for a limited time from the reserve room in the library.  Feel free to use other material from the library, but please only use it while you are in the library—don’t check it out because you will make it unavailable to others in the class.  A Google search may produce interesting info, but the technical authenticity of this material can be unclear.  In general, you need to cite your sources and citing work that has been peer-reviewed (USGS reports, journal papers) will be much more credible than citing websites.  Nevertheless, some material from the web may be worthwhile.
