
Field Crop Planting Guidelines

This sheet is offered to provide a general idea concerning planting times and depths.  You should
discuss actual planting dates, seeding rates, and seeding depths with your Extension Agent and/or

seed supplier, since many of these may change with certain varieties of various seed.

Seed Pounds per
bushel

Seeding Rate
(Lbs/acre)

Time to Sow Sowing Depth
(inches)

Alfalfa (drilled) 60 12 - 25 Spring and Fall 0.5 - 1

Bahia 25 - 40 Jan. - June

Barley 48 120 - 150 Aug. - Oct. 1 - 1.5

Bermudagrass
(hulled)

60 15 - 30 March - May 0.5

Bermudagrass
(unhulled)

25 - 50

Buckwheat 30 - 60 Spring - Summer 0.5 - 1

Chufa 30 - 60 Spring - Summer 1 - 2

Clover
(crimson)

60 12 - 25 July - Oct. 0.5 - 1

Clover (ladino) 60 4 - 10 Spring and Fall 0.5

Clover (red) 60 6 - 15 Winter; April 0.5 - 1

Clover (white
dutch)

60 6 - 8 Mar. - Apr. 0.5 - 1

Dallisgrass 10 10 - 20 Mar. - May 0.5

Fescue
(Kentucky 31)

24 15 - 40 Fall 0.5

Lespedeza
(common)

25 25 - 40 Spring 1 - 2

Lespedeza
(sericea)

60 25 - 60 Spring 1 - 2



Seed Pounds per
bushel

Seeding Rate
(Lbs/acre)

Time to Sow Sowing Depth
(inches)

Millet (hay) 50 30 - 40 Late May - July 0.5 - 1

Millet (seed) 50 15 - 20 Late May - July 0.5 - 1

Oats 32 70 - 100 Fall 1 - 1.5

Peas (winter) 60 30 - 65 Aug. - Oct. 2

Peas (cow) 60 75 - 100 May - June 1 - 2

Rice 45 95 - 115 Mar. - May 1 - 2

Rye 56 84 - 112 Sep. - Nov. 1 - 1.5

Ryegrass 24 30 - 50 Fall 0.5

Sorghum
(forage)

50 10 - 20 May - June 1 - 1.5

Sorghum (grain) 56 5 - 10 May - June 1 - 1.5

Soybeans 60 60 May - June 1 - 2

Sudangrass 40 10 - 25 May - July 0.5 - 1

Switchgrass 10 - 20 Spring - Summer 0.5 - 1

Wheat 60 75 - 120 Sep. - Nov. 1 - 1.5

Vetch 60 40 - 60 June - Sep. 1 - 2

(Much of the information in this sheet is from an excellent, much-copied listing so old that its
origins are lost.  Apologies for not including the original compiler’s information.)


