
 

Watershed Partner Business Objectives 
 

Requirements 
1. Hold trainings for staff at least once a year. 

2. Complete a total of ten actions items. 

3. Complete one bonus action item. 

4. Submit an application with photo documentation where possible. 
 

Using the lists below, choose a total of ten action items. 
Stormwater Pollution Actions 

Mark all storm drains with a "no dumping" message. 
 
Route dirty cleaning water to sanitary sewers, not storm drains/gutters/streets. 
 
Use and dispose of cleaning products and other chemicals with care. Use them up completely or take them to 
a hazardous waste disposal facility. Don't mix chemicals with regular trash, pour down drains or dump on 
ground. 
 
Store all chemical products in their original containers or properly labeled secondary containers with tight 
fitting lids. Chemical products should be stored in secure, controlled areas, away from stormwater runoff.  
 
Reduce or eliminate the use of chemical pesticides through integrated pest management. This could include 
biological controls, traps, baits, barriers, calking and sealing cracks, and changing conditions that attract and 
harbor pests (food, garbage storage, landscaping, etc.) 
 
Regularly clean litter and debris in front of your business. Attempt to minimize the amount of litter entering 
the storm drain. 
 
Keep receiving areas and dumpsters clear of litter. Ensure tight fitting lids on dumpsters and check for leaks.  
 
Clean all outdoor areas, with a broom and damp mop instead of a hose. This includes parking lots, sidewalks, 
alleys or patios. 
 
Establish a plan for oil or chemical spill cleanup. 
 
Keep vehicles in good repair and check for leaks. 
 
Wash cars, equipment, floor mats or other items in area with floor drains leading to sanitary sewers, or direct 
water to landscaped areas. Do not wash where runoff water flows into the storm drain. 
 
Provide an outdoor receptacle for cigarette butt disposal with a sign discouraging people from throwing 
cigarette butts on the ground. 

 

Landscaping Actions 
 

Compost or leave grass clipping on mowed turf rather than sending them to the landfill. 
 
Landscape with native and drought resistant plants. 
 
Use ground cover or mulch around plants to prevent evaporation. 



 
Utilize landscaping to minimize bare soil eroding into storm drains. 
 
Use drip devices in lieu of sprinklers. 
 
Water in early mornings to minimize evaporation. Alter time and duration of irrigation with the weather. 
 
Adjust sprinklers for even coverage of grass, not pavement, and repair defective lines and sprinkler heads. 
 
Minimize fertilizer use (a soil test will tell you how much you really need - $6 from Clemson Extension office). 
 
Use herbicides sparingly. Use pest and disease resistant plants in landscaping. 
 
Direct downspouts into landscaping areas instead of into the storm sewer system, streets or parking lots. 

 
Indoor Water Saving Actions 

 
Monitor the water bill monthly to detect problems. Keep a water-saving log. 
 
Place signs reminding customers and employees to conserve water and report leaks. 
 
Use and document water saving strategies for cleaning. 
 
Regularly check water system for leaks, and promptly repair leaks in toilets, faucets and pipes if found. 
 
Dispose of hazardous waste properly: e-waste, fluorescent bulbs, motor oil, chemicals. Contract county solid 
waste or recycling vendors for proper disposal options. 

 

Choose one bonus action* (you may complete five additional regular actions to replace the bonus action).  
*If your business is an auto repair, restaurant, or landscaping business please see the following page. 
 

Install pet waste bag dispensers and signs to encourage visitors to pick up pet waste. 
 
Install pervious pavement to increase stormwater infiltration. 
 
Install a raingarden or bioswale to treat runoff from roof or parking lot. 
 
Use a cistern or rain barrels to collect rain water for irrigation or other purposes. You must document how 
the water is being used.  
 
Install low flow toilets and urinals. 
 
Install low flow lavatory faucet aerators (1.5 gpm or less) or montion-sensitive faucets. 
 
Adopt-A-Highway or Waterway with your business through Keep the Midlands Beautiful. This requires a 
quarterly commitment to pick up trash along a stretch of highway or stream. 
 
Volunteer for a watershed protection, restoration or education project (suggest one or contact RCSC for 
ideas). 20 volunteer hours minimum.  All hours need not come from a single project. 



 

Target Business Category Actions 
If your business is an auto repair, landscaping or restaurant/food service, you may complete 5 actions from 
a list below instead of a bonus action. 

 
Auto Repair Businesses 
Motor oil, gasoline, antifreeze, and other car fluids are all harmful to the environment and human health. Auto repair 
businesses must handle these materials carefully to prevent stormwater pollution. 

 

When changing oil, flushing radiators, or changing other fluids, always collect used oil and fluids in a 
container for proper disposal. Never discharge fluids or oil to the ground or storm sewer. Dispose of used 
motor oil, other fluids, and their containers properly, recycling whenever possible.  
 
Find out where your drains go. Ensure that floor drains from work and cleaning areas connect to the sanitary 
sewer system and not into the storm sewer. Label drains or post a diagram for employees in a visible 
location. 
 
When a spill occurs, use absorbent materials like kitty litter, or absorbent pads to soak up the spill. Then 
sweep the area with a broom. 
 
Check all vehicles for leaks. Use drip pans or plastic tarps to catch leaking fluids.  
 
If vehicles are to be stored long-term, always drain gasoline, oil, and other fluids first.  
 
Use shop cloths to wipe as much brake dust as possible from the rotors and drums before using brake cleaner 
fluid. Do not hose down brake pads, rotors or drums. Many brake pads contain copper, which wears off as 
the pads wear and contributes to stormwater pollution.  
 
Accept used fluids and materials from the public to be recycled.  
 
Provide customers with information on water pollution. Brochures available on request.  

 
Landscaping and Nursery Businesses 
Landscaping and nursery businesses have the opportunity to help all their customers protect water quality and conserve 
water through smart landscaping practices.  

 

Soil test customers lawns to reduce the amount of fertilizers used. 
 
Use mulch and compost instead of chemical fertilizers when possible.  
 
Use slow release fertilizers. 
 
Use integrated pest management to reduce the amount of pesticides needed on customers' landscapes. 
 
Encourage customers to use rain water harvesting to collect water for irrigation and help them install these 
devices. 
 
Mow lawns high to encourage a deeper, more drought and pest tolerant root system. 
 
Encourage customers to choose native plants over exotics. 

 
Learn to install rain gardens for customers. 
 
For customers with waterfront property, leave a buffer between the mowed lawn and the edge of the water 
to trap pollutants. 



 
Restaurants and Food Service Businesses 
Restaurants and food service businesses have the responsibility to protect our water from fats, oils and grease. These can 
pollute the water directly when not properly disposed. They can also clog sanitary sewer pipes causing them to leak or burst, 
releasing harmful fecal matter into the environment.  

 

Inspect and clean grease traps at least once a week and keep a maintenance log. 
 
Minimize food scraps and grease going down the drain by scraping plates and dry wiping pots and pans to 
remove food and grease before washing.  
 
Post signs reminding employees to dispose of oil and grease properly. 
 
Make sure that outdoor grease and oil storage containers and dumpsters are tightly closed, do not leak, and 
are located as far away from storm drains as possible.  
 
Recycle used cooking oil. 
 
Keep exhaust hoods clean and free of grease and inspect roof for signs of grease buildup.  
 
For greasy spills, use dry clean-up techniques, such as paper towels or absorbent pads, before mopping. 
 
Use garbage grinders sparingly. Food particles can pass through the grinder and get stuck in the grease trap, 
or get deposited in the sewer collection system, which may cause a blockage.  
 
Dispose of cleaners, solvents and detergents through a hazardous waste disposal service. Do not pour them 
down the sink. 
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