
	  

Improve	  water	  quality	  within	  the	  Ashley	  and	  Cooper	  River	  basins	  by	  providing	  educational	  opportunities	  
on	  stormwater	  impacts	  and	  our	  community	  roles	  in	  supporting	  healthy,	  fishable,	  and	  swimmable	  

waterways.	  

Thursday, August 27, 2015 

USDA Vegetable Laboratory, Charleston  

8:30 AM – 11:00 AM 

In Attendance: 

Stanley Sweatman, Dorchester County 

Kacy Byrd, Dorchester County 

Mike Goldston, Dorchester County 

Chuck Jarman, Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service 

Kelsey Gagnan, Berkeley County 

Jacob Burkey, Woolpert 

Blaik Keppler, SC DNR ACE Basin NERR 

Crystal Muller, Woolpert 

Jody Igou, Woolpert 

Laura Cabiness, City of Charleston 

Hillary Repik, Town of Mount Pleasant 

Breann Liebermann, Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service 

Chris Berg, SC DNR ACE Basin NERR 

Jennifer Scales, City of Charleston – Keep Charleston Beautiful 



Sara Pachota, Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service 

Bonnie Miley, Town of Summerville 

Marty Morganello, Surfrider Foundation 

Daniel Hinson, SC Seagrant 

Lisa Hajjar, Charleston Soil and Water Conservation District 

April Turner, SC Seagrant 

Kinsey Holton, City of Charleston 

Amy Scaroni, Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service 

Ashley Holley, Berkeley County 

Jared Hulteen, SCDNR SCORE Program 

Kim Counts Morganello, Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service 

Guinn Wallover, Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service 

Stacey Weinstock, College of Charleston MES Program 

 

8:15-8:30 Participant sign in, collect materials, refreshments 

8:30: Meeting Start   

8:30-8:45: Welcome, Introductions 

Kim welcomed the consortium to the summer meeting. (8:40am) Kim discussed 
logistics prior to introductions. Kim asked the ACSEC participants to introduce 
themselves. 
 

8:45-9:15: Partner Updates 

Guinn commented on the importance of collaboration between partners, and 
emphasized the role that education partners play in the consortium and its impacts. 
Guinn asked the education partners to share any updates they may have since the 
spring 2015 ACSEC meeting.  



DNR (Blaik Keppler) 

• Planned activities offered in collaboration with Clemson Extension and the 
ACSEC for the fall include a shorescaping workshop and rain garden for 
professionals workshop.  

• Collaborating on a Beaufort-area Pond Conference to be held this fall. 

Surf Rider (Marty Morganello) 

• Collaborate with Folly Green Team and DHEC, received $5000 grant to a 
pilot study on cigarette butt count on a ¼ mile area of the beach (prior to 
labor day). Over winter, educational effort and literature will be dispensed 
regarding cigarette butt litter prevention. A follow-up survey will take place 
next year to help determine if outreach campaign was helpful.  

• Rainwater Harvesting updated – New standard 78 was finalized to direct end 
use applications of rainwater harvesting systems.  

Charleston Soil & Water Conservation District (Lisa Hajjar)  

• Winding down Toogoodoo Watershed grant 
• Replaced ~50 failing septic systems in area 

Carolina Yards (Sara Pachota) 

• Upcoming online offerings of both Master Gardener and Carolina Yards 
courses 

Clemson Water Resources Engineer (Chuck Jarmen)  

• Work with Charleston county on workshop for bioretention cell design  
• Planning a pond bank restoration project at a dog park in Mount Pleasant 

Keep Charleston Beautiful (Jennifer Scales)  

• Looking for an education intern – run school based programs for litter, job 
has been posted 

• New partnership with Citadel will assist with recruiting volunteers 

SC Sea Grant Consortium (Daniel Hinson & April Turner)  



• Seeds to shoreline teacher workshops were held this summer, 38 teachers in 
attendance  

• Beach sweep river sweep site captain at folly beach to clean up, Sept. 9th, 
8am to 11am 

• Barrier Island teacher workshop was also held this summer at Huntington 
Island State Park 

• Stormwater pond collaborative – a SC Sea Grant effort to compile the state 
of current research and outreach efforts regarding stormwater pond 
management.  

Adopt-a-Highway (Angela Crouch)  

• The 2015-2016 AAH cleanup year will kickoff in September, four cleanups 
will take place during the course of the year.  

• Highway signs are still being replaced to reflect the new Palmetto Pride 
sponsorship, the new signs are Palmetto Pride blue.  

Town of Mount Pleasant (Hillary Repik) 

• First Shem Dig event was held in the spring on Shem Creek, deemed a 
success and likely to become an annual event.  

• Sub-watershed information regarding stormwater pond maintenance and 
management 

• Flyer from mayor for maintenance on ponds 
• Pond bank erosion and shoreline restoration effort at a Town of Mount 

Pleasant dog park 
• Massive enforcement effort on construction projects – particularly on 

homeowners construction 
o Presentation about what’s expected about homeowner construction in 

terms of pollution 

DNR (Jared Hulteen)  

• Provided information on DNR citizen-science water quality monitoring, 
effort ongoing.  



9:15 to 9:45 ACSEC/Carolina Clear Updates (Kim Counts Morganello & 
Guinn Wallover) 

Master Pond Manager Course: Guinn shared photos and participation numbers 
from the Spring 2015 Master Pond Manager course, which had field days 
hosted at the Charleston County Municipal Building and the CCPRC’s Lake 
House at Bulow. The Fall 2015 Master Pond Manager course will start 
September 16th, with field days hosted in the Georgetown and Myrtle Beach 
areas. Guinn encouraged partners to share this course with pond owners and 
managers as the course is considered state-wide, with only the field day setting 
any regional location. Guinn distributed flyers and encouraged partners to visit 
the Master Pond Manager website. 

Carolina Clear Statewide Commercial: The latest statewide television 
commercial was shared with the consortium. This commercial is focused on 
stormwater pond management and will begin airing on local television stations 
this fall. Guinn commented that this commercial was developed based on 
community partner feedback for encouraging pond owner recognition of pond 
ownership and maintenance responsibilities, as well as the development of pond 
management resources. Guinn and Kim will update the consortium on airing 
dates and stations as soon as available.  

ACSEC Ivy Rain Barrel Sale: The 2015 sale occurred on May 30 & 31st, and 
June 1st. Pickup locations included Gahagan Park in Summerville, the water 
town at the Town of Goose Creek and the Charleston County Public Services 
Building on Leeds Ave.  This year was a record setting year with a total of 501 
rain barrels sold, compared to 257 in 2014. An article “Get You Mind Out of 
the Gutter” published in the Post and Courier, draw a lot of attention to the sale. 
All IVY rain barrels are offered at a near 50% reduced price to the general 
public as part of the effort.  

Carolina Rain Garden Initiative: Program development is progressing with the 
first ever Rain Garden for Professionals Workshop being offered in the 
ACSEC-region, this is complete with a recognition program to assist connecting 
interested homeowners with professional installers. Also, a rain garden 
workshop was held with the Dorchester County Public Works Department and 



Keep Dorchester County Beautiful in May; this will also provide an excellent 
demonstration rain garden for the Initiative. The Carolina Yards Gardening 
School held on June 6th at Trident Technical College highlighted the Rain 
Garden Initiative and included an indoor rain garden model, among other 
stormwater-related gardening topics. All segments and audio recordings for the 
Virtual Rain Garden have been recorded, the files are currently being compiled 
with the intention of the Virtual Rain Garden being complete in September 
2015.  

CU Center for Watershed Excellence BMP Inspector Course is currently being 
piloted. This program teaches participants the inspection and maintenance 
needs of common BMP practices including both dry and wet ponds, 
bioretention cells, permeable pavement, rainwater harvesting systems, green 
roofs and more.  

Kim introduced Stacey Weinstock as the new ACSEC Education Intern. Stacey 
gave a brief presentation on her academic and professional background, and her 
excitement in working with the ACSEC as the new education intern.  

Statewide Carolina Clear Update: Amy provided update on the CUCES-CU 
Stormwater Pond Collaborative grant to provide outreach to the coastal counties. 
Part of the grant work has included expert surveys, focus groups, and interviews 
with MS4 managers and pond management companies. Additional partners on the 
grant include the SCDNR ACE Basin NERR CTP, Coastal Waccamaw Stormwater 
Education Consortium, and the Winyah Bay NERR CTP. 
 

ACSEC Strategic Plan Discussion: 

Kim began the discussion providing a background to the development of the 2012-
2017 Strategic Plan. In 2010 & 2011, the ACSEC met multiple times to discuss the 
ACSEC education strategy in order to develop a 5-year strategic plan. Meetings 
included a review of the 303(d) list and identification of priority pollutants and 
their potential sources/behaviors that contribute to the issue.  



Upon this discussion, the region-wide priority issues were selected to guide the 
ACSEC 2012-2017 Strategic Plan. The region-wide priority issues were identified 
as the following:  

Region-Wide Priority Issues: Residential Audiences 

Ø Home Landscaping (nutrient management/proper application of fertilizer) 
Ø Pond Issues & Awareness (maintenance, public/HOA awareness) 
Ø Home Auto Repair (petroleum and other automotive fluid management) 

 
Region-Wide Priority Issues: Commercial Audiences 

Ø Landscapers & Pond Management Companies (nutrient management & post 
construction BMP maintenance) 

Ø Restaurants/Hospitality (FOG management 
Ø Automotive Businesses (includes maintenance/repair shops, gas stations, car 

washes, etc.-petroleum product management)  
 

To date, this priority issues have been addressed with efforts including Carolina 
Yards, Charleston-area Pond Management Conference, Master Pond Manager, 
outreach materials for distribution, BMP Inspection and Maintenance Course, 
Carolina Clean Business Recognition Program, demonstration site installation, and 
the many efforts of the ACSEC partnership and collaboration.  

In 2011, it was decided by the ACSEC that bacteria impairments in local 
waterways are attributed to sanitary sewer overflows (SSO), and this was more of a 
County/Service Provider management rather than a strategy that can be effectively 
addressed through education.  

The ACSEC reviewed a current map of waterways and bacteria impairments and 
bacteria TMDLs. Of the 435 water quality and shellfish monitoring stations in the 
Tri-County, 61 have been identified as impaired for bacteria, while eight TMDLs 
exist.  

Kim and Guinn posed the question to the ACSEC: Does the group still feel that 
bacteria impairments are largely caused by SSOs and if so, that an education 
strategy through the ACSEC to address bacteria is or is not effective?  



Lisa Hajjar – I think there is still a need for outreach about materials that are 
stormwater (i.e. flushable wipes) about what goes down for septic and sanitary 
sewer. Trying to build a program on getting education about flushing down the 
toilet. Using garbage disposals, encouraging compost. Educate about the three Ps 
for dumping– paper 

Trying to change the plants to manage certain dumping habits – paint, 
pharmaceuticals  

Trying to educate via sewer bills. Additional outreach assistants to 
utilities.  

Hillary - Helping to keep their systems as functional as possible and support the 
utility efforts. Educating local officials, what are the types of tools local 
governments need to know if they have these types of issues. What kind of 
resources they have available to them? 

Chuck – 11 wastewater plants and messages/outreach need to get sent to the 
smaller plants, not just the larger utilities. 

Kinsey – what about making people aware of the illegal connection? Illicit 
discharges?  

Kim and Guinn posed the next question to the ACSEC regarding next steps: Do we 
want to amend the ACSEC region-wide priority issues to include bacteria? Here 
are a few suggested options for consideration of the group:  

Option 1 – No change at all 

Option 2 – Revise priority issues to identify bacteria management (pet 
waste, septic tank management, FOG’s) as a priority issue instead of 
residential home-auto repair  

Option 3 – Amend the third residential priority, which is currently 
residential home auto repair, to include bacteria management. This would 
be a more general priority concern, with the ACSEC focusing on 
addressing household pollutants  



Kim commented that this could potentially could specific messages of the action 
plan. 

April – What do the stormwater managers think in the group? 

Ashley- Home auto repair vs bacteria management? Seen both, depends on where 
your location. Oil is recycled but the anti-freeze is a problem. Dog pens in rural 
areas are a concern as owners just wash the pens right into the ditches even though 
they should have a septic tank. Bacteria is more in the wheelhouse, auto repair is 
more on an industrial level. Municipalities and local governments need more 
places to bring waste. 

Is there much data on people doing their own oil change? Spill response is mostly 
commercial.  

Include residential bacteria and special waste? To include pet waste and 
pharmaceutical waste.  

The discussion concluded with a voting activity in which individual participants 
placed a sticker on one of the three options (no change at all to ACSEC strategic 
plan, amend residential priority pollutants to remove home auto repair and replace 
with bacteria management, Or amend as a more general category household 
waste). The vote was unanimous, it was decided to update ACSEC strategic plan to 
remove home auto repair and replace with residential bacteria management. Guinn 
and Kim commented that with several community partners unable to attend the 
August ACSEC meeting, they would be following up with these partners to ensure 
that all voices have a chance to comment on any proposed adjustments to the 
Strategic Plan.  

Brief Discussion on ACSEC Meeting Format, Evaluations, Next Meeting 
Schedule 

Guinn and Kim posed the question: The summer 2015 ACSEC meeting was a half-
day meeting versus the typical full day meeting, does the group prefer shorter 
meetings? This was also included as an item on the meeting evaluation. A majority 
of participants indicated they preferred a shorter, more frequent ACSEC meeting.  

Kinsey – like shorter meetings, fresher in the mind, updates are good 



Hilary – more working sessions and better feedback on progress 

 

Guinn and Kim commented that a question to this regard was included on the 
ACSEC meeting evaluation and to please leave any thoughts here. Participants 
were encouraged to completed the meeting evaluation.  

The meeting was adjourned at 11:15am, with the next meeting date set for 
December 10, 2015. 

 

 

 


