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Bulletin 6

How to Recycle
Your Pesticide Containers

A Guide for Commercial Applicators and Farmers

Thousands of pesticide containers that once were sent to landfills by commercial
applicators and farmers throughout South Carolina are now being collected for
recycling.

Sponsored by the Clemson University Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR)
and the Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service, the recycling pro-
gram has been in operation for over a decade. Successful collections are held in
more than half of South Carolina’s counties. This program is free for commercial
applicators and farmers, and there is no registration required.

This publication was designed to answer frequently asked questions about op-
portunities for recycling pesticide containers in South Carolina.

Why recycle pesticide containers?

e It saves money! Pesticide rinsate goes back into the
spray tank and can be reused.

e |t protects you! ltis illegal to burn, bury, or dump pesti-
cide containers in South Carolina, and landfills do not
always accept them.

e |t protects the environment! Improper disposal of pesti-
cide containers is a potential source of contamination.

e |t protects your land value! Poor environmental prac-
tices can jeopardize the sale or refinancing of farm-
land.

Containers ready to be recycled.

How clean do my containers need to be?

No visible pesticide residue should be present on your containers. Only empty, dry con-
tainers that have been triple-rinsed or pressure-rinsed will be accepted for recycling.

How can | keep my containers clean and dry until recycling?

Store containers in a covered shelter, such as a barn or shed.

Store containers in plastic bags on pallets.

Store containers in a cotton wagon.

Store on plastic, such as a tarp, ploy-sheeting, or mulch film. This should be sur-
rounded by some type of fencing, and it should have a top to keep the containers
protected from the rain.

How will my pesticide containers be reused?

Most pesticide containers are melted and reformed as plas-
tic shipping pallets, lawn edging, and parking barriers.

A plastic shipping pallet made from

recycled pesticide containers.
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How do | learn where and when recycling days are being held?

The Department of Pesticide Regulation bases recycling days on demand and usage. Often recycling days are final-
ized very shortly before collection. Contact your local Clemson University Cooperative Extension office or call Leslie
Godfrey, DPR Reduced Risk Specialist, at 803-736-7680 if you have questions about recycling day schedules.

How do | dispose of metal containers?

Metal containers should be triple-rinsed, punctured to prevent reuse, then disposed of in a landfill. There are also
scrap metal processors and drum reconditioners in South Carolina that may accept metal containers for recycling.
Contact your local Clemson University Cooperative Extension office for more information.

How do | dispose of paper pesticide containers?

Shake out as much of the powdered pesticide as possible, and dispose of the container in a landfill. Some pesticide
bags have plastic or foil linings that can be rinsed. These should be rinsed to remove residue, then rolled up and dis-
posed of in a landfill. These bags cannot be recycled at this time. Burning these bags is illegal in SC!

How can | get a recycling program started in my county?

Call your local Clemson University Cooperative Extension office to let them know that you are interested in recycling.
You may also contact your local county administrator or solid waste director. Believe it or not, most of the counties that
now host recycling days began because of just one or two local interested citizens. Ask them to call Leslie Godfrey at
803-736-7680 for further information on setting up a local recycling program. If your county already has recycling cen-
ters, it is possible to integrate pesticide containers into the existing program. Personnel at the site accept or reject con-
tainers, and they are stored at a central facility until the chipper is next in the area.

Private collections are an option if you generate sufficient containers per year on your own. You must collect at least
1000 containers. The chipper truck can come to your location and grind the containers on site. If you don’t generate
that many on your own, check with your neighbors. If you can persuade your neighboring growers to recycle, the chip-
per can come and grind on-site. One farm can be the designated “chip site,” while everyone else in the area brings
their containers to that location for grinding. The truck can also go from farm to farm within a local area, if convenient.
To schedule a private collection call Leslie Godfrey, DPR Reduced Risk Specialist, at 803-736-7680, or call USAg Re-
cycling, Inc., at 1-800-654-3145. You may also visit www.usagrecycling.com and send an e-mail request.

Quick Guide to Pressure Rinsing

Quick Guide to Triple Rinsing

Empty contents of container into spray tank, turn-
ing the container so that any product trapped in
the handle is allowed to flow out. Once the flow
is down to a drip, allow the container to drain for
an another 30 seconds.

Immediately begin rinsing procedures, or the
product may become difficult to remove.

Hold the container so the opening can drain into
the spray tank,

Force the tip of the pressure nozzle through the
lower portion of the side closest to the handle.
Connect the nozzle to a clean source of water of
at least 40 psi. Turn the nozzle inside the con-
tainer to ensure good coverage of all sides, in-
cluding the handle.

Drain all rinse water into the spray tank.

Empty contents of container into spray tank,
turning the container so that any product
trapped in the handle is allowed to flow out.
Once the flow is down to a drip, allow the con-
tainer to drain for an another 30 seconds.
Immediately begin rinsing procedures, or the
product may become difficult to remove.

Fill conatiner 1/4 full of water.

Replace the cap securely o the container.
Shake vigorously for at least one full minute.
Drain rinse water into spray tank,

Repeat steps 3, 4, and 5 (fill, shake, and drain)
two more times.

Regulation
through
Education
SINCE 1890

’ Prepared by Leslie
Godfrey Edited by LeAnn

Carver and Katie Moore





<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice





