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MEETING CALENDAR 

AUGUST 19– 10:00 am at 
the North Hope Center. Bill 
Robinson discusses his com-
mercial endeavor of raising 
butterflies. 
SEPTEMBER 16-10:00 am 
At North Hope Center. Most 
likely this will be a slide pres-
entation from one of our 
world-hopping member’s 
recent trips, and you won‘t 
want to miss it! 

 

 

REFRESHMENTS FOR 

AUGUST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat Petty 

Betty Craven 

Claire Black 

Cris Satterthwaite 

Dick Stanton 

Barbara Heller 

Thomasyne Barrineau 

Sheryn LaVanish 

 

SUMTER COUNTY 

MASTER GARDENER MINUTES 

 

July 15, 2009 

 

The July 15, 2009 meeting of the Sumter County master gardeners was called to order by president, Paula 

Berg at 10 am at the North Hope Center.  The June meeting minutes were approved as published.  Treas-

urer, Betty Bright, presented the treasurer‘s report. 

 

Committee reports: 

 

Braille garden:   Betty Bright reported that people are needed to spread mulch and pull weeds. 

 

Butterfly garden:  Robin O‘Brien appreciated the help with putting down newspaper and mulch.   How-

ever, the geese are pulling up the paper so more mulch needs to be put down.  She is hoping to acquire 

two varieties of paw paw seedlings from Kentucky this fall as additional host plants.  Robin suggested the 

Swan Lake garden chairmen get together to discuss what needs to be done at each garden on the work 

days with  perhaps concentrating on one of the gardens during each work day so completion of the task 

could be accomplished.   All members are encouraged to attend the work days. 

 

Chocolate garden:  Sheryn LaVanish noticed the same problem of the geese pulling up the newspaper.  

More mulch is needed to be applied there as well.  Paula noted the Item had a wonderful article on the 

chocolate garden and brought a copy for those who might not have seen it to read. 

 

Clemson Office:  Suzanne Jackson stated that no one signed up to work at the office last month and work-

ers are needed especially during the first of each week. 

 

Gloves:  Rhoda Hair has gloves for sale. 

 

Iris:  Paul Smith remarked on the good day we had with 37 Master Gardeners attending the iris dig.  Ap-

proximately 578 irises were potted up and much work was done on the beds.  A shirt and pair of gloves 

were left at Paul‘s.  The owner(s) should get in touch with him to claim them. 

 

New Business: 

 

Bobbi Adams is taking orders for camellias to defray the expense of work on the James House in Bishop-

ville.  One gallon camellias are $20 and they will be ordered from Drakes Nursery.  If there is a variety 

you wish contact Bobbi. 

 

Our condolences were expressed to Linda Brown, one of our newer members, whose mother recently 

passed away. 

Peggy Cain is now a resident at Covenant Place and would appreciate a card, call or visit. 

 

We were pleased to have Brock Anderson McDaniel, of the Master Gardener class of 2009, speak to us 

regarding his education, work history and personal goals leading to his coming to Sumter to work as the 

City Horticulturist. Brock reviewed his responsibilities and vision for Sumter as the city horticulturist in a 

photo presentation that highlighted many of the ongoing activities within the city that improve our quality 

of life.  This is a very busy young man! 

 

The program concluded at 11am and delicious refreshments were enjoyed by all present. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Angela Jackson 

 

 Upcoming  
Swan Lake  
workdays  - mark 
your calendar! 
 
None in August 
 
2nd Monday  -  
September 14th  
 
4th Wednesday 
September 23 
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“It’s a jungle out there,” said the calico cat, leaning on the 

screen door post. 

The stuffed brown bear from behind the chair could only stare 

while most 

Of the weebles wobbled and the hobby horse, though hobbled, 

nodded his wooden head. 

“I’d rather be in here than venture out there,” the brave tin sol-

dier said. 

And as for me, I heartily agree, having just said good-bye to the 

“grands.” 

For the next hundred years I’m going to lie right here and do 

nothing but dream garden plans. 

 

 If I had a title for this article it would be ―caveat emptor – 

let the buyer beware‖ or better still:  ―let the buyer be aware.‖   I 

have a very good friend in Columbia who has been quite ill.  She 

was hospitalized for two weeks having to take extremely potent 

medications because of a reaction to a chemical substance in the 

insecticide she was using on her vegetable garden.  Now pay atten-

tion.  SHE DIDN‘T READ THE LABEL.  She will tell you this 

herself.  There are two mantras you are taught in master garden 

class, right?  These are:  take a soil test and READ THE LABEL.  

But don‘t just read it.  DO WHAT IT TELLS YOU TO DO.  In 

this case, the directions on the label advised wearing gloves and a 

mask which my friend failed to do.  Haven‘t we all?! 

Wake-up calls, something to get our attention, get us to do 

what we know we should already be doing.  How often we want to 

slack off – the gloves are inside, I‘ll purchase a mask tomorrow.  

You get by for a while, or think you have; but you don‘t realize the 

damage you are incurring until it becomes acute.  With my friend, 

even after the infections were diagnosed, it was a while before the 

actual cause was tracked down. She continued to garden and use 

that same insecticide, not realizing it was making her worse.  The 

doctors determined she was coming in contact with something 

toxic, but they weren‘t sure what or how.  In the meantime she 

became even sicker.  I am not saying to forgo insecticides.  Some-

times they are necessary and they can be safely applied.  Just make 

sure to read and faithfully follow ALL the directions for applica-

tion:  the proper amount, applied at the appropriate time, using the 

proper safety equipment. (Permethrin was the active ingredient.) 

 Don‘t let a name fool you.  Insecticidal soap, just because 

it has the term ―soap‖ in its title, doesn‘t make it ―safe‖.   Read the 

label; follow the directions.  Do the same for fertilizers and fungi-

cides. 

 In reading the August/September 2009 issue of Horticul-

ture magazine, I came across a question in the ―Q&A with Carol 

Reese‖ section about multiple plants in one pot – good or bad and 

how do you handle them.  We have discussed this before.  Ms 

Reese explained that in this instant gratification world we live in 

(my comments, not hers) growers often put 2 or 3 plants together 

to make them look fuller.  The ―old way‖ was, as she put it, ―a 

more detailed [and time consuming] process.  If a single cutting did 

not flush a sufficient number of stems, then it would be cut back to 

just above the ground, forcing out new shoots.  A few of these 

would be selected, and the plant grown to a saleable size.  In cur-

rent thinking, three cuttings produces a fuller plant in a shorter 

time.  In the nursery trade, the faster you can produce a marketable 

plant, the more profitable your business.‖   Ms Reese is not sure 

that this is actually the case since the buyer is selling 3 plants for 

the price of 1; but nevertheless, this has become more and more the 

practice particularly of growers that sell to ―big box‖ stores (Home 

Depot, Lowe‘s, Kmart, etc.).  The question in the article was aimed 

particularly at crepe myrtles, but I have found that many other 

shrubs are being planted in multiples.  One store gave the totally 

false information that the roots would eventually ―graft together‖ 

and the plants will grow at the same rate.  Ms Reese concedes that 

there is a possibility that ―over time‖ the plants might merge to-

gether, but it has been her (and my) experience that more often the 

plants compete for nutrients, water, space and sunlight.  What hap-

pens, according to Ms Reese, is that one of the plants becomes the 

―dominant‖ plant while the others languish and eventually may 

even die.  Ah, the sweetness of vindication!  Of course, by the time 

all that happens you may feel that you don‘t care because the one 

dominant plant looks fine; but it has been my experience, that even 

the remaining plant does not do nearly as well as the ones that are 

planted singly. 

So what do you do?  My own solution to the problem is plant each 

plant separately.  Ms Reese feels that this takes time when you 

want a full plant NOW.  Any patience I have is in direct proportion 

to the amount of money I think I am saving – two plants for one, 

and all that.  But besides taking longer to get that full specimen, 

other more immediate challenges must be overcome, especially 

when the roots are all in a mass – or should I say mess.  I recently 

purchased an 18‖-2‘ Daphne odora.  At least, I thought it was one 

plant with 2 trunks, but I wasn‘t sure.  Whenever I get ready to 

plant a potted specimen, I not only take the plant out of the pot but 

brush back the potting soil until all of the stem (or stems) and most 

of the roots are exposed.  I could definitely see 2 trunks, one 

smaller than the other.  They were so close together they seemed to 

join at the soil line.  I cleaned off all the potting mixture from 

around the roots and stems.  It was still too close to call.  I started 

prying the two apart.  I have done this at times and broken one of 

the stems, so it must be done with the utmost care.  I kept prying, 

cleaning and clearing, using the hose to spray off any remaining 

dirt, until it finally became obvious that I was dealing with 2 sepa-

rate individual plants (they were that close together). One way or 

another, I was going to separate those two – hopefully without too 

much damage to either.  Sometimes I have actually sawed the two 

apart, trying not to cut the trunk.  You may saw through a struc-

tural root without too much damage, but I did not want to hurt the 

stem.  It was like working on a Chinese puzzle.  Once you get the 

roots totally clean and somewhat separated, you can twist and turn 

the individual plants until they come apart.  Finally I was able to 

separate the two. The smaller bush had roots that looked as though 

they were inflicted with an advance stage of acute arthritis.  Some 

were curled so badly they were impossible to straighten, so I cut 

them off at the ―elbow‖.  Roots will not ―correct‖ after planting.  

It‘s now or never.  So I trimmed all but the ―straight and narrow‖.  

Sammy and I dug the hole to accommodate the roots spread out; 

then we filled the hole, bringing the soil no higher on the trunk 

than the potting soil had originally been.  Some plants, such as 

tomatoes, you can lay on their sides in a hole, and they will grow 

roots from the stems; but most want to be positioned as they were 

in the pot.  (By the way, when you move a shrub or tree in your 

own yard, it is best if it faces in the same direction it formerly 

faced- provided, of course, that you are not like me and can actu-

ally remember which direction that was.)   

I have been asked what I do with the potting mixture that came in 

the pot.  After we have filled in the hole with the dirt that came out 

of the hole and the plant is firmly in place (I often use the handle of 

the shovel to help pack the dirt around the plant rather than tamp 

the dirt down with my foot), I use the potting soil as mulch.  I feel 

that way the newly acquired member of the garden might feel more 

at home having something familiar nearby.  I do not fill the hole 
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friable.  It doesn‘t need amendments.  If it did, I might add some of the potting mixture to the soil I put back in the 

hole, but not enough to change the structure so that the dirt in the hole is markedly different from the surrounding 

soil.  Roots need to be encouraged to spread out.  If the hole is too comfortable or too rich, roots will have a ten-

dency to stay in the hole where they will become, over time, weak and tangled. 

 Do I add fertilizer?  It depends on my mood. I am becoming more and more like my mother every day.  I 

get stingier and stingier.  My favorite form of fertilizer is Osmocote.  I horde the stuff.  I have had it so long in the 

storage shed that there is probably not a fraction of an ounce of nutrient left.  Nevertheless, when feeling magnani-

mous, I toss it by the handfuls on top the mulch making sure it doesn‘t get washed away and pride myself on what 

a benevolent benefactor I am to my charges. 

Another by-the-way: August is the last month for fertilizing with slow release fertilizer.  Go with liquid fertilizer beginning in 

September and start lowering the nitrogen.  I have no idea the shelf life of fertilizers, water soluble or otherwise.  I do know there is a shelf 

life to ant killers such as Amdro.  It will not last the winter.  If you have some stored, go ahead and use it up now. 

I now have two Daphne odora instead of one so planted them in 2 different places in the yard – one shadier than the other.  It will 

be interesting to see which out-grows the other.  I find that competition is fine, but give each the most opportunity to do so.  So far, both 

plants are doing well; but the one in the shade and better watered, which happens to be the smaller of the two, is faring better than the lar-

ger which is situated on a slight mound in a sunnier location and, therefore, is not retaining the same amount of moisture. 

 I realize that we will soon be moving into the fall of the year and, some say, the most opportune time for planting shrubs and 

trees.  Remember:  plants have been under stress in pots all summer.  Pots easily dry out.  If you are considering a purchase, check the 

plant for stress.  Does it look as though it has experienced drought (tips of leaves have turned brown or have died, the plant is looking as 

though it is experiencing an early fall)?   Is the soil currently dry?  Has it had too much water?  In some nurseries the plants are under irri-

gation systems that cycle often – sometimes too often.  The shock is when they get planted in a yard such as mine that is on a well-drained 

hill and not a water-retentive bog.  Are there roots sprouting through the hole or holes in the bottom of the pots?  If so, will I be able to cut 

them and not harm the plant?  Do I have to mutilate the pot in order to extricate the plant?  Do I care? 

 I must brag!  I have fruit on one of my citrus trees!  I don‘t know what kind.  I don‘t know if they will have time to ripen before 

the first frost.  There are approximately a dozen very green, quite small round balls (they look kind of tangeriney) at the very tip top of a 

20 foot tall extremely thorny citrus tree outside the glass portion of the greenhouse.  I couldn‘t be prouder if I had birthed them myself.  

For the past 5 years I have had 4 citrus trees – the kind that are supposed to withstand frost to, I think, 20 degrees.  I always have lush 

green growth but no fruit.  I have never seen flowers on them, not even buds.  I think our late cold snaps keep them from developing.  I 

wonder if the sun reflected on the glass of the greenhouse allowed the flowers to remain long enough to propagate. My brother, Jimmy, 

said that citrus are heavy feeders.  I must go out and throw some of my well preserved Osmocote on them. 

 Remember, when you are out gardening – or anywhere for that matter - keep safe so that you will have lots of time to enjoy.   

BUG BATTLES  

By Bobbi Adams 

I visited two gardens in Lee County recently, which were full of June ‗bugs‘.  Picking figs, in one gar-

den, I felt as if I was in an alien world as the clicking sounds of this scarab beetle surrounded me.  The 

chapter in the Master Gardener Training Manual, entitled, ―Integrated Pest Management‖ (IPM) immediately came to 

mind.  In my own garden, a small beetle skeletonized the leaves of zinnias and a sucking insect attacked the leaves and the 

flowers of my Philippine lily as it soared a couple of feet above my head. 

Integrated Pest Management is an ecologically based process involving four components.  First monitor the garden, which 

I try to do every morning when exercising the cat and watering my pots.  Unfortunately for the zinnias and the lily, I did 

not pay much attention until the plants began blooming.  When I saw the damage, some aesthetic damage had been done.  I 

certainly did not want the flowers to be ruined.  So I needed to identify the organisms, the second rule of IPM.  Thirdly, 

how serious did I regard this pest problem.  In my case, since I dislike the use of heavy pesticides I decided to use a simple 

method of control on the lily.   

The leaves of the lily were turning black from the excretions of the sucking insect.  This same thing will happen on garde-

nias.  I took my fingers and physically removed the insects from the underside of the leaves.    Mechanical or physical con-

trols such as this are the next line of defense in IPM.   

The flower and upper leaves were too high for me to reach, but I could see the bugs, which were dark against the white lily 

flowers.  Short of getting a ladder I could not reach the flower.  I saw no predacious arthropods doing the job for 

me.  These biological controls such as ladybird beetle larvae, assassin bugs and spiders were absent.  This is disappointing 

to me,   because I deliberately plant Queen‘s Anne‘s lace, coneflowers, snapdragons, penstemon and goldenrod to encour-

age the nectar and pollen which adult members of the predatory insects love.  The Master Gardener Training Manual says 

it is very possible to assemble an attractive flower bed with the goal of supporting natural or biological pest control.  Over-

lapping bloom periods (the snapdragons first, followed by penstemon, followed by coneflowers, and lastly the late bloom-

ing goldenrod) supply adult insect predators with a steady supply of their favorite foods.. 
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CHAOTIC GARDENING 
                                                         By Bobbi Adams 

Consider the benefits of a messy yard or, as I like to call 

it, chaotic gardening.  It seems my penchant for leaving 

leaves, brush, and dead stems in place is not such a bad 

idea after all.  Some experts are now recommending 

keeping flower beds intact over winter.  Many beneficial 

insects and spiders benefit from the debris.  For exam-

ple, bees like to over winter in the hollow stems of 

grasses. Lady bird beetles and lacewings like the dry 

shelter of the crowns of native grasses.  Of course, in 

spring, these critters help to control destructive insects 

and also help with pollination. 

 

Butterflies and chrysalides often winter on the ground in 

plant debris.  I do admit to raking dried leaves into my 

flower beds, but never thought about this being habitat, 

just mulch, which indeed it is.  Many creatures use this 

leaf litter as winter blankets.  Andrew Williams, an ento-

mologist with the University of Wisconsin, Madison, 

discovered an average of 15 diverse animal species over 

wintering in the stems of native grasses.  One particular 

plant harbored an amazing 31 animal species.  This is 

another reason for gardening with native plants.  Wil-

liams says we should all consider postponing our annual 

fall cleanup until spring for this reason.  Many plants 

such as the sedums can look quite stunning when left to 

dry over the winter along with coneflowers, yarrow, and 

Queen Anne‘s lace.  Other butterfly attracting plants 

include asters and phlox, goldenrods, dianthus, blazing 

star, and joe-pye weed.  The plants for caterpillars and 

chrysalides  may not be as attractive, but food and shel-

ter for the larva is important too. 

 

I also have brush piles.  It helps that the side of my yard 

which borders the park holds the brush piles. They also 

function as fences keeping unwanted intruders out.  The 

brush pile is not visible from the park.  There is another 

advantage also.  It does not cost the city any gasoline, 

labor, or garbage fees to keep my debris at home.  Many 

of the bugs that benefit from this approach are very 

small – less than a quarter of an inch.  So consider join-

ing me in chaotic gardening. 

 
Ed. Note: Questioned Amanda re: cannas and the above prac-

tice and got this reply: 

The lesser canna leaf roller does overwinter in the above 
ground debris so perhaps it would be worthwhile destroying 
ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǇƭŀƴǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŦǊƻǎǘ ƘƛǘǎΦ /ŀƴƴŀǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ 
vigorous, almost invasive at times, so I always cut mine back 
a couple of times over the summer to have nice fresh foliage. 
L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ŀƴȅ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƴƴŀ ǇŀǘŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ 
of this practice. 

This is repeat information for those with computer access, but it 

certainly bears repetition when the annual iris dig goes so well. 

 

According to Paul:  
We (you) potted up 578 JI today.  That along with the 27 I 
brought back from the iris festival gives us a possible 605 
JI to sell next May.  We normally loose 10 - 15% over the 
winter unless everything works right, which it never has.  I 
was trying to get about 50 pots of each of the 10 colors.  I 
messed up with two and wound up with over 100 
plants.  One color only had 29 for some reason.   The two 
clumps I divided of the "Light at Dawn" named variety pro-
duced 40 pots of JI.  That's $320 if they all make it.  Not 
bad for two clumps.  Hope we can sell all of them next 
year.  I didn't count all the folks there today but it was 
probably near 30.   
 
Actually, it was 37 plus little Everett Stamey who is pre-
cious but not much good yet at potting iris ï but heôll learn! 
Thanks to all those listed below for their hard work:  

Carolyn Blair 
Betty Bright 
Jackie Jurecek 
Marvin and Paula Berg 
JoAnne Crowson 
Peggy Geddings 
Margaret McFadden 
Kathleen Skinner 
Jo Ellen Miller 
Sue King 
Carol Boyd 
Jerry Domrese 
Jackie and Dick     Stanton 
Marlene Malcolm 
Rebecca Tutt 
Suzanne Jackson 
Marie Hill 
Barbara Tuttle  
Susan Radamski 
Ed Slocum 
Angela and Larry Jackson 
Rae Weeks 
Claire Black 
Emily Stamey 

Ann Shreve 
Eddie Alston 
Bob and Joanne Waite 
Jan Wright 
Betty Harvin 
Paul Smith 
Ruth Ann Bigger 
Vicky Mann 
Joyce Brady 

 

The Sumter County Fair isn‘t far 

off. Be sure to pot up any peren-

nials that might need dividing 

and thinning out for our plant 

sale. We‘ll also be needing vol-

unteers to work our booth. 
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Camellias, anyone? 

The Lee County Historical Society will again have Camellia 

japonicas for sale this fall.  The plants in one gallon contain-

ers will cost $20.00 and will be delivered to Sumter.  Pay-

ment must be made in advance.  Bobbi Adams will be taking 

orders at the next  Sumter Master Gardener meeting.  Sale of 

the camellias supports the maintenance of the historic camel-

lia garden at the James House.  Make checks payable to the 

Lee County Historical Society. 

The following varieties are available: 

1.    Adolphe Audusson variegated 
2.     Berenice Boddy 
3.     C . M. Hovey 
4.     C. M. Wilson 
5.     /ŀǊǘŜǊΩǎ {ǳƴōǳǊǎǘ 
6.     Daikagura 
7.     Debutante 
8.     Donckelarii 
9.     Dr. Tinsley 
10.   Drama Girl 
11.   Gigantea 
12.   Herme 
13.   YǊŀƳŜǊΩǎ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ 
14.   Magnoliflora 
15.   Mike Witman variegated 
16.   bǳŎŎƛƻΩǎ DŜƳ 
17.   bǳŎŎƛƻΩǎ ƧŜǿŜƭ 
18.   bǳŎŎƛƻΩǎ ǇŜŀǊƭ 
19.   Sea Foam 
20.   Tri-color 

The following hybrids are fragrant: (and two have 
been ordered for the Braille garden.) 

1.       Cinnamon Scentsation 

2.       Fragrant Joy 

3.       Koto-no-Kaori 
4.       AckScent 

 Tomato issues, any-

one? 
Here is a tip from a recent Ker-

shaw County Master Gardener 

newsletter.   

Having trouble with wilt in your 

tomatoes?  You can let the soil lie 

fallow for three years to get rid of nematodes, bacteria and 

viruses, but you can also solarize your soil.  Now is the 

right time to do this. Place clear plastic over the well-

watered bed and weight down the edges.  Heat will build up 

under the plastic and sterilize the soil, killing those nasty 

pests. 

The plastic needs to stay in place at least 4-6 weeks to be 

effective, and needs to be done when the sun is the strong-

est. The goal is to get the soil temperature to 125 degrees; a 

dial thermometer can be placed in the bed; avoid walking 

on the plastic, and keep it as close to the soil as possible. 

An update from  

Sherry Bolte (Class 10): 
 

Sherry is moving to Columbia to be closer 

to her husband, Sterne, who has been a 

resident at Tucker Center for the past three years. She says ―He 

still knows me and seems to love the ―special‖ attention I give 

him. He is back to his sweet ole self and I really do enjoy being 

with him. I go every other day.‖ 

Sherry‘s new address is 101 Twin Oaks Lane, Columbia, 29209. 

Phone will be 803-708-8913. E-mail remains ssbolte@sc.rr.com  

Address change is effective Aug. 5. 

We haven‘t seen Sherry much the past few years but will still 

miss the occasional visit and hope she enjoys her new surround-

ings. 

July 22ð 
Amanda McNulty 

Sue King 

Ruth Ann Bigger 

Robin O‘Brien 

Ann Shreve 

Pat Petty  

Betty Bright 

Emily Stamey 

 

July 27- 

Vicki Mann 

Nancy Jones 

Betty Bright 

Peggy Geddings 

Evelyn Dabbs 

Eddie Alston 

Ruth Ann Bigger 

 

 

 

All three gardens look terrific! 

Will notify via e-mail any 

need for August work days. If 

the weeds don‘t find their way 

through all the mulch, we‘ll 

take the month off! 

 

 

Robin O‘Brien 

Carol Boyd 

Ann Shreve 

Amanda McNulty  

Jerry Domrese 

Beth Knaff (Jerry‘s grand-

daughter 

Scott Ackerman –MG from 

Hartsville needing some 

hours—we were glad to see 

him! 

 

WORKERSô ROSTER FOR JULY 

Please log your hours!  
We look like real slackers when you look a the state 

numbers...we‘re 9th, both for the year and the month. 

So far this year Lexington  has over 4200 hours to our 

660; Greenville has 3100, Charleston 2700 Richland 

2200, Dorchester has 800, and Kershaw has 700 (above 

numbers rounded off). 

For the month of July Lexington again leads with   236 , 

Beaufort the same, Charleston 208, Greenville 157, 

Anderson 83, Dorchester 67, Horry with 66 and Sumter 

with 62. 

Some of these areas have more members than we do, but 

aren‘t we doing more than this? Bet everyone didn‘t put 

their hours in for the Iris Dig...did you? It isn‘t too late 

to log them. Please make the effort. 
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Alternative  Solutions to Common Problems 
A recent edition of Fine Gardening had an article by 

Sharon Lovejoy that suggests some simple solutions  from 

your pantry and medicine cabinet for gardening pests and 

diseases. 

Sharon says: On the occasion that I need to treat a plant for a 

pest or disease problem, I follow these simple guidelines: 

¶ Test homemade sprays on a small portion of the plant 

before applying it to the entire surface. Monitor the 

plant‘s response for a couple of days to check for burn-

ing. 

ÅAdd a few drops of liquid soap to homemade foliar 

sprays. It helps to emulsify, or blend together, the other 

ingredients. It also acts as a surfactant, or wetting 

agent, which will ensure uniform coverage on leaf sur-

faces or insect bodies (causing desiccation and death). 

Always use soap (never detergent) so as not to burn 

plants; good choices are Dr. Bronner‘s, Fels Naptha, or 

any pure castile soap, all of which can be found in 

health-food stores. 

ÅApply sprays early in the morning and never when 

the temperature is above 85°F to prevent sunburned 

leaves. 

ÅWear rubber gloves when using any sprays contain-

ing peppers, alcohol, citrus concentrates, mint oils, or 

anything else that could irritate your skin. And when 

spraying outdoors in breezy conditions, wear eye and 

nose protection. 

ÅExamine your plants thoroughly before applying 

sprays to make sure that you aren‘t spraying any spi-

ders or beetles that might be your allies in the fight 

against pests. 

Deterrents for deer  
Most gardeners agree that a strong, tall 

fence (preferably electric), tilted out-

ward at a 45-degree angle, or two 

fences about 5 feet apart are the long-

est-lasting solutions to a deer problem. 

But if a fence isn‘t in your budget or 

doesn‘t fit in with your garden design, 

here are some alternatives: 

Å Dangle strips of Mylar or compact discs from tree 

branches to alarm deer. 

Å Poke a hole with a needle and fishing line through tiny, 

scented bars of soap (wrappers on), and hang several on 

each shrub or tree in your garden. A Smithsonian Institu-

tion research team found Lifebuoy soap to be the best. 

Å Make your own deer repellent. Rotten eggs and beef 

bouillon are ingredients in many commercial deer repel-

lents. Break 1 dozen eggs into a bucket, add 4 cubes of beef 

bouillon, and fill the bucket with water. Cover it with a lid, 

and let the mixture sit until it stinks. Add 2 tablespoons of 

liquid soap per gallon of liquid, and pour the mixture into a 

spray bottle. Then hold your nose and spray the plants. Do 

not spray it directly on plants that you will consume; in-

stead, spray it around them to create an invisible barrier.  

About those rabbits... 
Å Shake baby powder or flour on young seedlings and 

garlic powder on mature plants to make them unpalat-

able. 

Å Surround prized bushes or herbaceous plants with a 

thick planting of garlic and wormwood to offend rabbits‘ 

discriminating sense of smell. 

Å Encircle plants with small branches of spiny holly 

leaves or the large, dried, prickly seed vessels of the 

sweet gum tree (Liquidambar styraciflua). The evergreen 

holly branches can be collected and used anytime. Gather 

the sweet gum pods in the fall, and store them in a dry 

area. In early spring, place them firmly in the soil sur-

Slugs get special treatments ïGrapefruit and melon rinds 

set out in the evening in an area the slugs are partying in 

will attract them so they can  be flipped into some soapy 

wat er the next morning. A small wooden board raised 

slightly on a rock will draw them to the underside  of the 

board. 

 

Get out your hand-held vacuum and suck up some Japanese 

beetles. Apparently they are not early risers, tending to be a 

little groggy in the mornings, so this would be a good time 

to go after them. You can also just take a kitchen spoon and 

knock them into a bucket of soapy water. 

 

2 T. of red pepper powder and 6 drops of liquid soap in 1 

gallon of water, left to sit overnight, then stirred  well can 

be sprayed on the leaves of members of the cabbage family 

(broccoli, kale, cauliflower, Brussels sprouts)  that insects 

are eating. n entomologist from Auburn credits McCormick 

red pepper powder for protecting cabbages better than any 

standard chemical insecticide. 

 

A strong spray of water from a hose can dislodge about 90 

percent of problems with aphids, mites, and spittlebug 

nymphs according to scientists at Texas A&M University. 

A piece of adhesive tape wrapped sticky side out around 

your finger is also good for removing small insects from 

leaves. For aphids in particular, set a yellow dish filled with 

soapy water near the plant. Aphids are drawn to the color 

yellow. For spider mites that persist despite a daily spray of 

plain water, use a buttermilk spray developed by scientists 

at Purdue University. Combine 1/4 cup of buttermilk and 2 

cups of wheat flour in 2-1/2 gallons of water. Pour the mix-

ture into a spray bottle, shake the ingredients thoroughly, 

and spray it on your plants. 

 

Aspirin is the remedy for fungal headaches  
Black spot, powdery mildew, and rust are a terrible trio of 

fungi, which can attack and destroy your plants. Scientists 

have found that two uncoated aspirin tablets (325 milli-

grams each) dissolved in 1 quart of water and used as a 

foliar spray can thwart these diseases. 


