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MEETING CALENDAR 

FEBRUARY 18—10:00 am 
at the North Hope Center. 
Amanda will be prevailed 
upon again, this time to give 
us all kinds of timely pruning 
tips along with the discus-
sion of trees postponed from 
the January meeting. 

MARCH 18—10:00 am at 
the North Hope Center. 
Earlene McKee will tell us 
what we need to know about 
organic gardening. Come 
and take notes. 

 

 

REFRESHMENTS FOR 

FEBRUARY 

 

 

 

 

 

Carol Boyd 

Pat DuBose 

Ann  Plowden 

Jo Gamble 

Michelle Herod 

Claire Black 

Jo Ellen Miller 

Sheryn LaVanish 

Pat Bynum a

New and returned  

members: 

Anna Bynum 
113 Church Street, 29150 

773-6479 

rsbynum@sc.rr.com 

 

Cris Satterthwaite 

 965 Oakbrooke Blvd.29150 

469-8334 

msatter@ftc-i.net 

 

Joanne Crowson 

3501 Leach Drive 

Sumter 29154 

494-3895 

jcrowson@sc.rr.com 

SUMTER COUNTY 

MASTER GARDENER MINUTES 

JANUARY 21, 2009 

 

     Due to the absence of President Paula Berg, Joyce Brady called the meeting to order at 10:10 at 

the North Hope Center. She introduced Stan Wilk, a recent graduate, who gave a Power Point 

presentation on the new Clemson system for reporting hours of service. He answered questions 

and stayed afterwards to assist with other concerns. 

     The minutes were approved as published.   Betty Bright presented the treasurers report.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Butterfly Garden:  No report  

Habitat for Humanity:  Sue King reported that we will landscape at least two homes.  We will 

first meet with the homeowners and then assist them with the planting in late February or early 

March. 

Braille Garden:  Nancy Jones reported that many plaques are in need of replacing. 

Volunteer Park:   Marlene Malcolm stated that two tables have been ordered. They will be rein-

forced so that they will hold up better in the elements. 

Gloves:  Rhoda has them available for purchase. 

Garden Tour: Tumpy Creech and Jackie Jurecek met last week to work on sponsors.  There are 

five gardens in the tour this year. 

Chocolate Garden:  Sheryn LaVanish has eleven seed packets that Brenda will try to propagate.  

Some may be difficult.  She showed a diagram of the proposed garden with a Y shaped path.  

Sheryn also asked members for suggestions for plant signs and needs someone to construct an 

arbor for the chocolate vine. 

Trips: Joyce Brady stated that there will be no overnight trips this spring due to the economy. 

However there will be a State Master Gardener Conference in October in Beaufort which sounds 

wonderful.  The theme is ―organic and making it fresh.‖ The club will be asked to assist by paying 

for the bus. Day trips to the Southern Living Show and a Charleston Garden Tour were proposed 

but there was not enough interest from the membership. Other programs which members can at-

tend on their own are: Midland Symposium April 2, York Symposium Feb 21 and Riverbanks/

MG Jamboree March 21. 

Nominating:  Joyce asked for volunteers to serve on the committee.  Suzanne Jackson volun-

teered and she will be calling others to serve. 

Clemson Office:  Amanda thanked Stan for his presentation and encouraged members to use the 

new system.  Stan will be available to assist members with any problems. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

     Joyce announced that the computer purchase is on hold.  Amanda said that the unit at Clemson 

will be available for presentations.  Suzanne announced that sign-up sheets for office work are on 

the table for January and February. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

     Kathy Perry, a teacher at Oakland Elementary has requested Master Gardeners to participate in 

Earth Day on April 22 from 9-1.  She needs three volunteers to educate the students in Compost-

ing, Birds, and Butterflies (insects). Please contact Joyce. 

     Several new members were introduced.  There were the following announcements: 

Directories are available and Midland Master Gardener Calendars are for sale ($l0)   Our name 

tags will be changing and they will be available in the future. 

     There was no more business and the meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 

 

Respectfully, 

                                                                    Sue King 



2 

  

 

The doctor says that I am sick, and it certainly is true. 

Iôm sick of this bed, I long to be outside instead, and Iôm sick of 

this idleness, too. 

He said bed rest is the very best for those who have the flu; 

But with catalogues teasing, even with temperatures freezing, 

thereôs so much I want to do. 

Thereôre lozenges with menthol, Theraflu and Tylenol, Zycam 

and much more Iôm sure, 

Iôve tried lemon and honey; but for my money, a garden is the 

very best cure.  

 

I had the good fortune to visit Seabrook Island (right next 

to Kiawah Island), one of South Carolina’s barrier islands this past 

weekend.  Several of us took a guided tour with a naturalist on 

Saturday afternoon.  We were blessed with the warmest weather 

they had had all week. The sun was warm and we were well pro-

tected from the wind that blowing up white caps on the ocean.  

The trail we followed led us through woods that were filled with 

indigenous trees.  The naturalist, a young man that has spent time 

among other places in Mexico and Honduras and came, originally, 

from Pennsylvania waxed enthusiastically about the fact that we 

were able to have such an accessible coastal forest.  Many of the 

coastal forests have given way to developments.  They still exist, 

but in remote places. 

 The terrain we walked over was filled with berms.  This 

was because we were walking over sand dunes that had been cre-

ated thousands of years ago.  Our naturalist, I can’t remember his 

name so let’s call him Steve, said it took 100 years for forest de-

bris to create 1 inch of soil.  Beneath our feet was 11 inches of 

soil.  That meant that the forest we were walking through had been 

in existence over 1100 years.  Remember that was the time the 

FOREST was there.  The sand dunes had been there much earlier.  

I never thought of our barrier islands as being that old! 

 I used to go to Poinsett State Park as a teenager where we 

enjoyed many a Girl Scout outing, but I will never forget a one 

particular tour we took.  As you know, the hills between here and 

Columbia are really ancient sand dunes.  At Poinsett, on this par-

ticular tour, we were shown soft rocks that when smashed against 

a hard surface split open revealing imprints of tiny sea creatures 

that lived millions of years ago.  The ocean once covered all this 

area. (That’s why we are so flat.) Global warming is not a new 

phenomenon.  Back then, we were allowed to take our ―finds‖ 

home with us.  I kept my fossil imprint for a long time; but in the 

ensuing 50 years, it has vanished into that black hole that swallows 

treasured bits of memorabilia. 

I was fascinated with the trees that made up the Seabrook 

Island forest.  Magnolias (Magnolia grandiflora), live oak 

(Quercus virginiana) Palmettos (Sabal or Cabbage palm) 

abounded with the usual scatterings of Yaupon Holly (Ilex vomito-

ria ­ï so named because the leaves when brewed into a tea pro-

duces that effect) and an occasional pine.  Steve reminded us of 

the natural progression from fields to pines to hard woods.  The 

pines we walked through had sprung up after Hugo to fill voids 

left when trees were toppled.  Hard woods sprout in the pines’ 

shade, and when the tops of the pines break or the pines them-

selves fall letting in the light, the hard woods grow to fill the 

space.  He told us to observe the large leaves of the magnolias and 

the small leaves of the live oaks, both serving the same purpose:  

to catch the sun light in mottled shade.  The magnolia sends down 

tap roots while the live oak has surface roots.  And of course, quite 

prevalent was the palmetto: a lesson, when you think about it, how 

such diversity helps sustain a healthy environment. 

 Steve pointed out the red bay and showed us some that 

were dying with what horticulturists believe is a fungus disease.  

Several specimens showed the affect of the disease with their usu-

ally evergreen leaves hanging brown and lifeless.  Neither those 

affected by the disease nor those that had not yet been affected 

would be cut down but left as they were. When, in years past, the 

American chestnut had become infected with a similar disease, 

chestnut blight, loggers had cut the trees down until the population 

was decimated and is now nearly extinct.  We have learned better 

forest management.  Usually a few trees will survive any on-

slaught due to natural resistance.  Their offspring carry that immu-

nity so that future generations are not susceptible to the danger. 

 The caterpillar stage of a particular yellow swallowtail 

butterfly feeds off the red bay. Unlike other butterflies that feed on 

a particular plant and no other, these butterflies will feed on other 

bays as well; so the demise of a few or even all the red bay won’t 

affect the butterflies’ population.  

This interdependent web, Steve 

reminded us, is critical to a 

healthy environment. 

 The palmetto at every 

stage of development abounded.  

Steve told us that even though it 

is South Carolina’s state ―tree‖, 

it isn’t a tree at all.  Like grass, 

our palmetto is a monocot, 

which means that the stem does 

not have a central pith, does not 

produce annual rings, has vascu-

lar tissue scattered throughout 

the ground tissue, and is essen-

tially herbaceous in habit.  Dur-

ing the Revolutionary War, the 

fort that protected Charleston 

was bombarded by the British.  

Because the walls of the fort 

were made of palmetto logs (the 

land was littered with them, after all), the bombs simply embedded 

themselves in the soft tissue of the logs, the result being that we all 

speak with a Southern drawl instead of a British accent. 

 Several of the palmettos we saw were girded as though a 

beaver had been industriously at work.  Steve pointed out that this 

was caused by a fungus infection, not by beaver dentures – after 

all, remember, beavers go after the bark of trees – palmettos are 

not trees.  The only thing that will kill a palmetto is to cut out its 

―heart‖.  Those hearts-of-palm salads you eat cost some dear pal-

metto its life; but never fear, it is far from being on anyone’s en-

dangered list. 

 When the fronds of young palmettos break off, they leave 

a crisscross of dried stems that pattern the ―trunk‖ of the palmetto.  

As a plant ages, it looses these ―shoe horns‖, so called because 

gentlemen of the past used them to help them put on their shoes; 

and the trunk becomes smooth. 

The fan-like fronds distinguish the palmetto from the palms.  Also, 

young palms prefer shade, while the palmetto will grow in sun, 

shade, salt air, wind, sand, loam, damp, dry, you name it.  It is 

hardy to 10°, growing as far north as North Carolina (I grew up 

under the mistaken idea that the palmetto was chosen as our state 

―tree‖ because South Carolina was the furthest north it would 

grow).                                             (Cont’d. on pg. 3) 
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 Our trail took us to, what Steve called, a fresh water 

―slough‖ and what I would call a pond.  [The definition the 

New Webster’s Dictionary has for ―slough‖ is ―a place of deep 

mud, a hole full of mire‖. Would that make the Heath side of 

Swan Lake a slough?  Somehow Swan Slough doesn’t work.] 

This prompted the usual lecture on wetlands, their importance 

and their disheartening disappearances.  For instance, accord-

ing to Steve, we are only now discovering the cleansing quali-

ties of fluff mud that sifts out impurities as water passes 

through it to our underground water supply.  I am definitely a 

proponent of wetlands; however, I have my doubts concerning 

the merits of fluff mud.  I know for a fact that beach water is 

only good for cooking grits, but it distresses me that even ―old-

fashioned‖ beach water is getting harder and harder to find.  

We are becoming a bunch of pusillanimous purists. 

Alas, on one side of the ―slough‖ was a stand of ―pop 

corn’ trees (Sapium sebiferum) also known as Chinese Tallow.  

Even on a barrier island the tree has become invasive.  Pretty in 

arrangements, probably brought over from China during Victo-

rian times, and, unfortunately, a lovely tree in the fall as well as 

other times of year, the tree has become uncontrollably inva-

sive.  If you have one in your yard, pull it up.  I had one.  

Nancy spotted it.  I had enjoyed it for several years not know-

ing what it was (it has characteristic small white balls that re-

mind some of pop corn this time of year and heart shaped 

leaves in the spring and summer).  I immediately got rid of it 

and have been pulling up babies ever since. 

Later that afternoon as I was driving home, I spotted 

six deer grazing in one of the well manicured lawns that cover 

Seabrook even more prolifically than pop corn trees.  Some 

owner wasn’t going to be too happy – but I was.  Ah, Nature’s 

reprisal! 

If you should ever have the opportunity, the trail we 

were on began at Camp St. Christopher, an Episcopalian camp-

ground on Seabrook Island, and meandered through camp 

property as well as island property.  The guide was an em-

ployee of the island but can be contacted also through the 

camp.  The tour requires a minimum of 4 people at a cost of 

$10 per person, but what a treat! 

I have written nothing about what to do this month; 

but as I look outside both ponds are frozen and there was snow 

this morning.  There are all kinds of stuff you can do:  plan the 

vegetable garden, plan the cutting bed, order from catalogues, 

clean out the tool shed, refurbish the tools, prune (see last 

year’s article).  Or you can do as I plan to: fix yourself a cup of 

nice hot tea, preferably English with a hint of something spicy, 

turn on the fire in the fireplace (we do that now-a-days, beats 

hauling wood), curl up on the softest, downiest, warmest couch 

–and enjoy!                                                        

Midlands MGs sponsoring symposium  

ñDown to Earth Gardening for You, Your Plants, and the Planetò 
is the topic of the April 2 symposium at the Columbia Conference 
Center. The program goes from 8:30ð3:30. The registration 

form, directions to the site, and information about speakers and 
topics are available online at www.scmmga.org. 
 From this site you can print the registration form and send it to 

SCMMGA Symposium, c/o Binns, 111 Park Court, Lexington, SC 
29072 with a check in the amount of $50 for members and $60 
for non-members. Deadline for registration is March 17. 

Chocolate Garden Update 
 

On February 6  the Chocolate Garden got a 

layer of frosting applied...in the form of a rich, 

compost mixture that was applied on top of 

sheets of weed-suppressing newspaper, and 

topped off with  no, not coconut, but a layer of 

pinestraw. Now the bed will sit and wait for 

Mother Nature to allow any weeds to die and 

the newspapers to decompose so that planting 

can commence in late March or thereabouts.  

The garden was rototilled by City crews and 

an irrigation system installed. 

 

The volunteers who enjoyed a  pleasant afternoon of shov-

eling and raking and newspaper layering were Claire Black, 

Nancy Jones, Jo Ellen Miller, Ann Shreve, Emily Stamey, 

Cathy  Robinson, Ruth Ann Bigger, Sheryn LaVanish, 

Marlene Malcolm, and a special volunteer, Bud LaVanish. 

 

Sheryn reported that Brenda Coker has about 10 varieties of 

seed (supplied to her by the MG’s) already germinating in 

the greenhouse. Other plants will be sought out and pur-

chased, from local sources whenever possible.  

 

Some work, some watch oth-

ers work...while JoEllen 

Miller shovels soil to help 

hold the newspapers down 

that Claire Black is applying, 

Ruth Ann Bigger, Nancy 

Jones, and Emily Stame make 

sure they are doing it prop-

erly. 

 

 

Sheryn LaVanish (left) is our 

―straw boss‖ and  chair of this 

project. 
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FOUR AND TWENTY BLACKBIRDS? 

 

Contributed by Bobbi Adams 
 

One of my favorite winter pastimes 

is counting birds at my feeders for 

Cornell University’s Lab of Orni-

thology. Yesterday I was one bird 

short.  A black cat has been sitting 

behind my flowerpots and suc-

ceeded in nailing a dove.  I am 

flushing this cat from under my feeders several times a day. 

 

Now I love cats and have two myself, but they are house cats and 

enjoy the bird antics from my kitchen table.  I should have real-

ized what was going on because Sassy, the brains of the two, did 

not seek me out for an ear scratch and a purr.  Instead I believe 

she witnessed the kill because she kept looking at the pile of 

feathers on the ground and I could not dissuade her.  Cats, by the 

way, kill millions of song birds in the United States yearly. 

 

I’ve had trouble this year finding good seed mixes for ground 

feeders.  Most of what you see in stores containing mixed seeds 

start off with grain.  This usually means wheat, which is not a 

favorite of birds at all whether ground feeders or not.  I found 

cracked corn and peanuts after hunting in several different places.  

Safflower is good for feeders and gives the birds a chance against 

squirrels which are not supposed to like it. 

 

Now if the cats would help reduce my squirrel population that 

would be helpful, but they outsmart me at every turn.  My squir-

rel proof feeders are anything but.  Baby squirrels manage to get 

inside one of feeders through the mesh and go for the black oil 

sunflower seed.  I am also putting this on the ground for the 

doves, sparrows, etc.  Another squirrel proof feeder had a top 

squirrels managed to get off.  It disappeared never to be seen 

again.  I stopped using the feeder for that reason until I found that 

a cat food can fit perfectly in the top with a little manipulation.  

At least it took a little work on my part.  Squirrel fingers must 

work better because it was dislodged the other day and I had to 

reinsert it.  It is further down the tube..  Will it make it more diffi-

cult?  Only time will tell. 

 

Evelyn Dabbs in Mayesville and I have been talking about birds 

and butterfly gardens recently.  She was the first birder in South 

Carolina to band birds for the Audubon Society and noted in a 

recent e-mail that the number of song birds is decreasing.  I note 

this also in Bird Notes coming from Cornell and at my own feed-

ers.  The decrease is attributed to disease and to habitat loss.  

Feeding birds in winter is absolutely necessary for their survival. 

 

Since I started writing this article I’ve discovered two more cats – 

one also black and a ginger sitting under my feeders.  To feed or 

not to feed?  I feel like I’ve made the birds sitting ducks. 

 

Should you like to count birds and be a citizen scientist for Cor-

nell, Google Cornell University Ornithology Lab.  There is a 

small fee, but it is not onerous, even in this day and age of cut-

backs.  I’ve cut back on some things, but this is not an area that 

will disappear from my budget.  You can make your reports on 

line. 

A Big Bad Weed  

By Tony Melton, Florence County Agent 

            Well, folks, it is that weed mowing time of year.  The grass 

is brown and dormant, but the weeds are pretty, green, and growing, 

especially the Florida Betony.  Florida Betony is its proper name 

but many folks know it by wild artichoke, rattlesnake weed, and 

many other adjectives I cannot mention in this article.  It is a tough 

weed, very invasive, and a big pain.   

I hate it and let me count the ways.  First, it is continually 

spreading.  It usually starts in the flower bed and creeps out into the 

lawn.  Mulching is no defense. Even with weed barrier cloth it will 

come up in the cracks and in the planting holes.  Good fences make 

good neighbors but a fence will not stop it.  Your neighbor will 

always blame you for it invading their yard.   

Next, it has long rhizomes running just under the ground 

with a storage structure that looks just like a rattlesnake button.  If 

you pull, hoe, or kill the plants and do not get all the rhizomes and 

storage structures the plants return with a vengeance.  If you trans-

plant a plant, give someone a plant, or move soil to a new site and 

also move a small portion of the rhizome or storage structure, you 

have begun a new 

epidemic.   

  Next, it is very 

difficult to control 

even with chemi-

cals. Roundup 

(glyphosate) will 

burn it down, but it 

will come back in a 

few days.  In the 

lawn it will take 

many years and many 

applications of 

chemicals to get it 

under somewhat con-

trol.  Atrazine and 

many trimec formula-

tions have labels for 

lawns.  They may be 

purchased in many 

different brand 

names.  A trimec 

formulation contains 

three chemicals, but the chemical which controls Florida Betony is 

mecroprop (MCPP).  Always read and follow all label directions 

because the label is the law.  Trimec will control most of those 

other problem weeds in your yard, but be careful around shrubs and 

trees. Warning: trimec formulations will contaminate a sprayer for-

ever.   

In the shrub bed a chemical containing dichlobenil will do 

a much better job of controlling Florida Betony.  Barrier is one 

brand name of dichlobenil that can be purchased locally.  Be careful 

as dichlobenil will kill grass, follow label directions, and only apply 

to plants listed on the label.    

Next (not finally because there is no final way- I hate it) 

Florida Betony is becoming a widespread problem  -

(epidemic).  Everyday I see more of it, have scores of calls about it, 

and it devours more of my own yard.  
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Meet the members of Class 20 

 
We’re going to all need our nametags so the new class 

of 30 students will get to know us, and here’s your 

chance to start getting to know them. Jessie Voisin is 

coordinating the classes and welcomes you to join in if 

you need a refresher in one of the many topics covered. 

In just these five folks we find outdoor aficionados, 

golfers, a quilter, and fisherwomen, plus someone with 

a lot of landscaping experience sure to make him a 

valuable asset to our group.  

Welcome future Master Gardeners! 

 

 

 

APRIL BARKLEY-

CONNOR 

April, a Sumter native, is 

married and has three chil-

dren. She also has a mini-

dachshund. Over the past fif-

teen years she has been gar-

dening in her yard via the 

trial and error method. She is 

taking the MG course to bet-

ter lay out and manage her 

garden. She assists her hus-

band with the management of 

their business, Carolina Electric of Sumter, LL. When 

not gardening, April enjoys boating, fishing, and read-

ing. 

 

 

 

BETSY STEWART 

Betsy was born in Newton, 

JN, and has advanced degrees 

in Education and International 

Relations. She has two pets at 

home, a sheltie and a collie. 

Betsy has a small vegetable 

garden in her backyard and 

has done a little landscaping 

at home. She wants to learn 

how to efficiently and as or-

ganically as possible care for 

her lawn, and possibly grow 

flowers and vegetables. 

Betsy enjoys quilting, golf, rug-hooking, knitting, read-

ing and working out. She also got a taste of our group 

at the Iris dig at Paul’s last summer—and still signed 

up! 

 

BROCK McDANIEL 

 

A Memphis  native, Brock graduated 

from University of Tennessee-

Knoxville with a degree in Plant Sci-

ences. He worked with landscaping 

companies and golf courses while 

growing up. After graduation, he took 

a position with Valley Crest Landscape 

Maintenance in Destin FL. While there 

he designed, installed, and maintained 

a variety of landscapes at several resort 

communities. 

He is currently serving as the City of 

Sumter horticulturist/Project manager. 

He has experience in turf grass management, landscape design, 

and installation and management of seasonal color beds. He has 

grown a multitude of flowers and seasonal tomatoes at home. 

Brock is taking the MG course to broaden his knowledge of 

plants. 

When not gardening, Brock enjoys the outdoors. 

 

 

 

BARBARA JOHNSON 

Barbara is a Mayesville native, and 

graduated from college as a Political 

Science major. She has two pets, a 

golden retriever and a lhasa apso.  

She has successfully grown water-

melon, cucumbers, broccoli, and to-

matoes in a small vegetable garden in 

her backyard. Learning more about 

lawn care and growing better produce 

are her goals in taking the MG course. 

When she is not gardening, Barbara 

enjoys all sports and fishing. 

 

 

 

 

 

CAROLYN BROCK 

 

Carolyn, the mother of two, is a na-

tive of Savannah, GA, and has an 

advanced degree in Nursing. 

She has experience starting flowers 

from seed, and enjoys growing toma-

toes. She says she is taking the MG 

course because she has too many 

bugs in her garden! 

When not gardening, Carolyn enjoys 

the outdoors, golf, and reading. 

 

                                                                     Continued on pg. 6 
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RECIPE REQUEST CORNER  
Joyce Brady got a number of requests for her delicious, low-fat, 
low-calorie salad brought to Januaryôs meeting. Her version of this 
long time favorite shows with an * where she substituted healthier 
ingredients. 

Broccoli Salad  
4 bunches of broccoli crowns, chopped 
9 slices bacon (*turkey bacon) 
1 c. raisins, plumped (soaked in warm water for 15 minutes) 
1 lg. can pineapple tidbits or crushed, drained (*juice pack) 
1 c. grated cheddar cheese* 
1/2-3/4 c. finely chopped red onion 
 
Dressing 
Mix together  
3/4-1 c. mayonnaise* 
2 T. Balsamic vinegar 
3 T. sugar (*Splenda) 
Combine all salad ingredients, then pour 
dressing mix over, stir, and refrigerate. 

NOTICE  
 

STAN WILK WILL BE AT THE NORTH 

HOPE CENTER PRIOR TO OUR MEET-

ING TO ASSIST ANYONE WHO NEEDS 

HELP LOGGING  HOURS. 

COME AT 9:30 IF YOU WANT  

HIS  ASSISTANCE.  

GAIL FORD 

Gail, who has lived in Sumter for 

14 years, is a native of Charleston, 

and lived in Columbia for thirty 

years before moving to Sumter. 

She is a retired nurse educator and 

nurse practitioner. She has four 

children and enjoys fish and birds 

in her yard. 

Gail has 40 years experience at 

vegetable, flower and herb gar-

dening. She has attended numer-

ous workshops, conferences, and 

garden tours along with being involved with a garden 

club. Completing the Master Gardener course has been a 

life-long goal. When not gardening, Gail enjoys travel-

ing, entertaining, and decorating. 
 

CHRISTY RICHARDSON 

Christy, a Sumter native, has 

a B.A. in Business Admini-

stration. She is a pet lover 

with two dogs (Legs and 

Buddy) and a cat (Asher) at 

home. She is co-owner of 

Richardson’s Nursery in 

Sumter. She has experience in 

with both vegetable and 

flower gardening and has also 

dabbled with herb gardening. 

She is taking the MG course 

so she can better assist her 

customers at the nursery. 

When not gardening, Christy enjoys interior design, 

writing, reading, spending time with family and friends, 

and water sports. Her favorite past-time is cooking - 

with tomato pie her specialty. 
 

DOTTIE BLACK 

Dottie is a Sumter native who majored in Business in 

college. He has two children and three grandchildren. 

She has a 17 -1/2 year old cat, and is the co-owner of 

South Carolina Safety Co., Inc. 

here in Sumter 

Dottie has experience at both 

vegetable and flower garden-

ing. She has grown squash, 

cucumbers, bell peppers, toma-

toes, potatoes, onioin, figs, and 

blueberries.  She is taking the 

MG course so she can learn 

som ething new and greatly 

improve her gardening skills. 

When not gardening, Dottie 

enjoys reading and being with 

her grandchildren. 

About those hoursé 
Some questions raised were answered by Vicky Bertagnolli, Exten-

sion Agent who has worked with formulating the new system. 

Q. Can you count the time spent driving to a meeting as Educa-

tional Services time?  

A. Yes. Just attach driving time to whichever category that your 

activity falls under. For example, if you are logging administration 

hours, log driving time for that activity under administration also. 

Q. Do members of other associations get Continuing Ed. Hours for 

reading ie. the Greenville newsletter- or do only the Greenville 

folks get that? 

A. CE hours can be logged doing anything educational. Doesn’t 

matter what geographical region it is located in. Just don’t let 

all of your CE hours be a newsletter...attend meetings, attend 

classes, watch  online trainings, etc. 

Q. Does watching ―Making It Grow‖ count? 

A. Sure. 


