MEETING CALENDAR

1JULY 15—10:00 am at the
i North Hope Center. Brock

: McDaniel, City Horticulturist,
+will talk about his role in the

: City gardens.

' AUGUST 19-10:00 am at

i the North Hope Center. Bill
Robinson discusses his com-
» mercial endeavor of raising

' butterflies.
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Rhoda Hair
Sue King
Pat DuBose
Rae Weeks
Angela Jackson
Larry Jackson
Jackie Stanton
RobinO’Brien

Upcoming
Swan Lake
workdays mark
your calendar!

2nd Monday
July 13

4th Wednesday
July 22

2nd Monday
August 10

4th Wednesday
August 26
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SUMTER COUNTY
MASTER GARDENER MINUTES

June 17, 2009

The June 17 meeting of the Sumter Master Gardeners was held at the North Hope Center. The meeting

was called to order by President Paula Berg at 10am. Paula welcomed everyone and recognized two

members of the new class, Peggy Geddings and Jan Wright. A correction was made to the meeting calen-

dar published in the June Sandhill News. The July meeting will occur Wednesday, July 15. There were no
further corrections and the minutes were appr

Committee reports:

Volunteer Park: Shirley Artus reported a work day will be held Mon, June 22 at 9am. The park is on Cal-
houn St. next to the Chamber of Commerce building across from the CVS Pharmacy.

Iriss. Thursday, July 9 was selected to dig iris
Members are encouraged to attend by chairman Joyce Brady to make the job go faster. Lunch will be
provided by the club.

Trips: Joyce Brady mentioned the State MG conference, Callaway Gardens, and the Raleigh area as possi-
ble trip destinations.

Gloves: I n Rhoda Hair‘s absence, Bar bara Hell er
Butterfly Garden: Robin O'Brien stated that in her abs
day's butterfly garden work day. Newspaper t

Robin stated that Amanda called and said magnetic signs for the side of a vehicle could be checked out at
the office for the chairman to use when transporting large amounts of items into the gardens. Lonnie also
volunteered to transport these items if needed and arrangements are made in advance.

Members are encouraged to attend our regular garden work days-only 8 people participated at the last
work day.

Chocolate Garden: Sheryn LaVanish brought in a number of lovely flowers and vegetables to show us
from the chocolate garden including chocolate peppers and chocolate cherry tomatoes.

Ruth Ann Bigger made a motion that we set aside $1000 to be divided among our gardens. The motion
was approved.

Marlene Malcolm requested we purchase a bench for Volunteer Park in memory of the first chairman and
one of our founding members, Hank Chada. A motion was made and approved.

In appreciation of his service to the Sumter Master Gardeners and on his retirement as county extension
agent, Greg Harvey was presented from our association a cast aluminum garden bench already assembled
with a lovely pillow. (see photo, p. 5)

Earlene McKee conducted a drawing for two Knockout roses our group had been given. These were won
by Claire Black and Angela Jackson. (Good things happen when you attend the meetings!)

In old business, Paula spoke with Mary at the North Hope Center about the parking problem. Mary thinks
people from across the street at the adult learning center are parking at the NHC and she will ask them not
to do so.

For our program, Jerry Domrese gave a very interesting and informative presentation of some of the
power point presentations available to members to aid in giving presentations to the community. The
emergence of a monarch butterfly was particularly beautiful. Hundreds of power point presentations are
available at the Clemson extension website. The projector can be checked out at the office. The presenta-
tions are a good way to get your master gardener hours. (See article on pg. 4 regarding this.)

At the conclusion of the program at 11am, the meeting was adjourned and followed by delicious refresh-
ments.

Respectfully submitted,
Angela Jackson



A little bird flew near me. plastic —bottoml. I saved t he

It did not know or care year. When one would crack, | would just stack 2 together. Hav-

That underneath the live oak tree ing the florescent lights on all the time encouraged the seedlings

| was sitting there. to be short, sturdy and, it seemed to me, much healthier when

Focused on its work or play, transplanted to the outside or into larger pots. | used this system

Some avian activity, in Virginia where the summers are much shorter than here. |

It didndét even glance my wahave the system set up in the

But, oh, the difference to me. ten it started because | keep filling the shelves up with other

—stuffll unti/l I don‘t have the

I promised this month‘s article would be about propag:

tion — plant propagation that is — or perhaps a catchier title would Another method of getting more plants is taking cut-

be: sex among the lower classes. Well, that is not quite correct  tings. July and August are the optimum months for such a pro-
since plants producing more plants through seeds is only one way ject because you want to use new shoots that have had time to
of producing more. Other ways require human manipulation —a harden — but not get too hard. Paul Smith is the expert on propa-

vegetarian ménage a trois? gation from cuttings. Betsy Humphries is another wonderful
resour ce. Paul and | have oft
Let‘s start with t he mo rgame n\e both fed that timiagyis:key.sTheee dresas many Biffeg i n n i
around the end of July through the fall, seeds can be collected ent types of gardeners as there are individuals. My mother was
and stored in order to be sown in the appropriate season. | trans- the type that would try anything at any time any where; and if it
planted my bronze fennel and either because of the shock orper- di dn*t wor k, it never fazed he

haps the wetter summer we have been having, seeds are already ~ again. To me, failure is a personal affront. Mother assumed fail-
being set. The problem faced with most who want to preserve ure and reveled in any success. Me, | assume success and any
seeds for next year is how to store them. Some save medicine failure depresses and undoes me. Mother would stick cuttings at
bottles, but my favorite is zip lock storage bags, the ones with the any time and any where. | set up the best possible situation and
zipper closures, not the press and hope kind. dare it not to succeed. Either method is going to

You can stick a small piece of cotton inside to probably have about the same amount of success rate.
absorb any extra moisture that might accumu- Nevertheless, here is what the experts say you should
late. I like the visibility of the bags and the -0 do:
fact they are easily marked for identification. 4
¥

Don‘t forget to putft’/ﬁ'

when you collected them. Include the year! |
have found bags stuffed in the back of a shelf

e Meaterials needed: Isharj knife, wand pruners (NOT
the anvil kind), a pencil or stick for poking holes, a

bucket with some water, Clorox solution (I use the

and no clue how long they had been there. The spray, it's easier), some
refrigerator is the best place to store provided perlite and %2 vermiculite—Lowe ‘' s is t he |
they are well sealed. A designated drawer is look to purchase - Mom liked sand — she grew up in

better still. Wherever you store them, they the depression and | don-‘t
should remain dry and relatively cool so as not lite were as readily available for her as they are for us

to dry out. To test the viability of seeds, | have today-and | ‘ve heard that sor
read that you can dampen two sheets of paper towel (wet, mixture), some form of container for the medium (I save small

squeeze out and then flatten each sheet separately). Get 2 sheets  plastic pots —but whatever you have on hand will do, just make

of plastic wrap slightly larger than the paper towels. Make a sure it is clean), and last, but most important of all, the very best

sandwich of plastic wrap, damp paper towel, sprinkle a good rooting hormone you can find. The key ingredient is indole-3-

—pinchll of seeds onto the dampytowehcidovebDi with Ghewséoo
damp towel, finish with the second plastic wrap. Roll up intoa 1% or .02 fluid oz. Clonex has 3 grams in 100 ml bottle. 3
sausage and set aside. Check every day (some seeds will begin to grams =.11 oz (I cheated, | went to ask.com), so the Clonex has

sprout over night). As soon as you begin to see the seeds swell 5 % times more rooting hor mone
and the first small root appear, plant in very fine potting soil or, if Rootone. According to Paul, Rootone is like using talcum pow-
the season is appropriate, outside. der.

The most success | had in growing seeds was when | Method: Before you begin, choose a workspace, pref-
began seeds wunder | ight s i n srablgaewhdreavater i$ readily-agailable H nothhave ®mes Il .
tic shelves up inside where | could control the temperature. | handy in a bowl. Gather all the supplies. Put the medium in the

took cheap fluorescent lights, the metal (they are usually white) ~ containers and pack it down. Give it a good soaking. Use the

with 2 florescent bul bs t ha penchha lsifeso pakerhdlea in theunedaum whereithe cuttliigse I o n
end. With the help of «c¢hai wiHgoaThanh it istind to faray oukirsto, the dardeh. Basgretd h e |
from each shelf by hooking the chains to the triangular handles  take with you: bypass hand pruners or sharp knife, a bucket with

then bringing them up over the ends of the shelf and with athird  some water in it, a cleaning solution or spray to soak the utensils

—SI hook, hooked the chai ns betweegcettingser i n t he middle of the
above where the seeds would be. Since I did this to more than

one shelf, the plant boxes wobbled a little when placed on the With a very sharp, very clean knife (or pruners), cut

shel f that was holding up theobtghll béheahb, tbptofha plan
car e. For —greenhousesl | rhe leradch, s h reentioned defoee, shguld Ibesbendatdet(natold e r  k

can buy in the store with the plastic top that covers the entire 2 and brittle which will snap) but not so soft it has no strength.



That ‘s why you wait
off, but not gotten so hard that it has formed a thick outer bark.
Each cutting should have at least 6 leaves. Place the cuttings in
the bucket filled with water. This keeps the cuttings from drying
out. Clean the utensil between each cut

Once back in the area where you plan to do the work, the stems
should be slashed at an angle and about % inch of bark scraped off
revealing the cadmium beneath. Snap or cut off the lower 4
leaves. Some people cut the remaining 2 leaves in half. You want
just enough of the leaves to help sustain the plant with photosyn-
thesis while the roots are developing but not so much that the cut-
ting dries out. Dip the cut end back into water and then into the
rooting compound. Some people like to use willow water for this
purpose. You obtain willow water by cutting the stem of a willow
into 1-2 inch pieces and boiling or micro-waving them to get as
much —juicel from the stems
voila! —willow water. Willow water is supposed to aid in forming
the roots; and some gardeners have used only willow water, espe-
cially with rose cuttings, to ensure good root development. 1 fig-
ure it can‘t hurt to use bot
handy. Just remember next fall to include some kind of willow
when you place your fall catalogue order.

After dipping the cut ends first in the water and then in the hor-
mone, shake off excess hormone, and put the cut ends into the
holes made by the pencil or stick. Firm the medium around the
stem and water in. Hydrangeas love a humid atmosphere so cut-
tings benefit from being placed inside clear plastic such as a dry-
cleaning bag. Do not let the plastic touch the leaves. Bent wire
such as hangars or plastic clothes line can create space. Azalea
and camellia cuttings need fresh air circulation in order not to be
attacked by fungus. Other plants that can be rooted for cuttings in
August are roses, boxwood and Daphne.

Do not fertilize until roots are beginning to form (not much point
until then), then start with a weak solution and increase as roots
develop. You will know when to transfer plants to regular plant-
ing mix when you tug at the
Resist the urge to test too often. Keep the medium damp, but not
soggy; and above all do not allow it to dry out. Spraying the cut-
tings every now and then with a fine mist is also beneficial. 1 like
to use rain water. Rain water is a soft water, has a few trace min-
erals, is more acid than city water and, because it must be stored in
a container, is at room

A far easier way to propagate plants such as azaleas, hydrangeas,
forsythia and weigela is to take a low limb, scrape away the mulch
and dig up the ground, cover the limb with the dug up dirt and
place a brick on top to keep the limb covered. By next year you
will have a new plant.

Other methods of producing more plants include by division, air
layering and grafting, far too numerous to go into here. If you
want to learn more, however, one of the best books on propagating
i s Ke n MbBkingiMoee Plants, the Science, Art, and Joy of
Propagation. It is a lovely, coffee table-style as well as informa-
tive masterpiece. You might try going to Yahoo or Alibris to get a
used copy. It is well worth the effort and expense.

I have in my notes to order fall colchicum before August 1%, If
you are not familiar with this bulb, it is a happy joy to behold in

the fall. Think spring crocus on steroids. They need to be planted 3

unt i | infulbsen buhcane planted invioth Best aelectionsaaccarding te d
Giant
doubl e

The Southern Living Garden Bookar e —T he
der , and —Waterlilyl,
them in the open where they can be easily seen.

The nice thing about taking cuttings is it is garden work
that requires a lot less effort than other endeavors such as weeding,
pruning or mowing; and it is a very rewarding enterprise. July and
August are the months to slow down, take it easy and — with some-

thing tall, cool and delicious —enjoy!
Betsy A.

Puny Okra

By Amanda McNulty

i I . ol
as IDl\?ovsv ﬁwallt gur Beachelor 8n%l8 éuy |Is nv?ng with us,
we've made r eal progress
put up the slightly modified deer fence that is working so

V

uti o

n

far, and we bavenwgaded and goptea the perennial edsibaclo w  w

in shape. Since lots of people are interested in hay bale gar-
deni ng, Il “ve planted bal
and tomatoes. Unfortunately, for the first time in fifteen
years of getting coastal Bermuda, my supplier switched from
synthetic to natural twine and the bales are rapidly falling
apart. Some of the tomatoes are being held up by an up-
ended pitchfork.

It was late when the tiller finally got back from the
mechanics and we got rows tilled for okra and beans. The
beans are off to a great start but the okra just looks awful. It
is over three weeks old and still only has its cotyledon
leaves. Early on it did get nibbled pretty severely and | guess
that loss of leaf
tissue really

also wondered
if the hi%hgteFm-
peratures of the
past weeks
haven®t so slowed it

cus family which includes all sorts of really heat loving

al

t e mp plants like doteon. APa mateenoefact, gartledharscate adlised h e

to plant their okra a few weeks later than most other veggies
in the summer garden si
are quite warm. So why is my okra, planted in the middle of
a heat wave, doing so poorly?

One possibility is t
Harvey told me that even cotton pretty well shuts down
when the temperatures top 95 degrees. Since my little okra
plants have very shallow roots at this point in their develop-
ment, and had the insect nibbling, 1 think they are too
stressed to make much
den center to look for blood meal or fish emulsion, a quick
source of nitrogen without adding phosphorus or potassium,
which were both present in adequate amounts according to
my soil test. [ I keep
some growth in the next
the towel and replant.

he

e s

hurt it

nce

e

you
we e |

\

down .

progr



JUNE IN BOBBI’S GARDEN by Bobbi Adams

June is the month to enjoy the garden. Nearly everything, in my case, is in the ground, and I can wander around in the early morning
with a cup of tea and the cat and just revel in the new flowers that appear each day. There is always something different, something
more to |l earn about, and God's beauty. My hand in it is

Take for example, the lovely webs of spiders. | saw one on a tall pole after a rain. The web was covered in dew. The breeze blew
from the park and the web was shaped like a parasol. Perfectly beautiful! Many times webs are invisible. That is why they are such
insect traps. With dew drops they become dainty lace in the garden.

June is the month | look for my rosebay
yr hododendron to blgs
aged to get fancy rhododendron cultivars
to make flowers, but in June this mountain
native does it thing with pale pink flowers.
Swamp azalea, sometimes called here
swamp honeysuckle, (Rhododendron vis-
cosum), also shows up with white tubular
flowers. It is so very fragrant.

A field trip took me to Evelyn Dabbs
garden inspired me to open up my vyard to a little more sunshine. | removed Bradford pears (threatenlng my power line) and popcorn
tree, an invasive species, put in a split rail fence, and planted some butterfly attractors in pots. What | call the ditch bank between
my drive and the park is pretty inhospitable to many things, especially in drought. Hence the pots. On the ditch bank itself, | do
grow lantana (really tough), native cane, poke weed, and have added two native grasses (sweet or muhly grass) and giant blue stem,
given to me by Johnny Stowe of DNR. | have herbs in pots mostly for butterfly larva and many nectar producing plants, which |
hope will bloom across the summer into the fall. In the fall | hope to add sumac. Little by little it is shaping up.

But back to Evelyn's garden, which is nearly a haltifemad r e.
we dug while she made tags. Evelyn, who used to band birds, is now at 82 the resource for butterflies. People from all over the state

come to visit. She had an immense number of migratory species last fall in that garden.

I n turn, she has gifted her friends with many of  hsdlrhavat t r
to look up, but that is what makes gardening so interesting and keeps the mind and body active.

A gardening hint from Evelyn. We were transplanting on a very hot day in full sun. She ran in the house and came out with gauze
used in furniture refinishing, available from the hardware. This was draped over plants until they had a chance to acclimate to South
Carolina summers.

About those sexy eggplants
An article in the recent —Cooking LightIl mag
and interesting. Did you know there are male and female eggplants? That the male is supposed to
be less bitter? And that you can tell the difference by looking at the blossom end? The male has a
rounded, shall ow —belly budikwma?l and the

f e

This was starting to sound like hooey, so Googling it revealed that the story has circulated for
guite a while, particularly among cooks. ou e
have it themselves, but the fruits do have different shapes. The rounder ones with the slash seem
to have more seeds and are less meaty, plus the seeds tend to be bitter.

This may be due to the fact that eggplants are richer than any other edible plant in the amount of
nicotine (nicotinoid alkaloids) they contain and that may make the seeds have a bitter taste. No
alarm, however, as the seeds contain such a minuscule amount of nicotine compared to passive smoking that you would
have to eat 20 Ibs. of eggplant to get the amount of nicotine in one cigarette.

Another way to increase your chances of getting tasty eggplants is to select, or pick if you are growing your own,
small er sizes as they would have smaller seeds, rega
sidered very dangerous due to its kinship with the nightshade family (solanaceae), but you can feel free to pick up one of
the many different sizes, shapes, and colors available and cook away without worrying about any poisonous relatives or
the —sexll of the fruit.




New Retiree, Old Friends

Greg Harvey, Extension Agent in Sumter County for 36 years, tries
out the garden bench given him by the Sumter Master Gardeners
recently. Pictured with Greg are his benchmate, Marlene Malcolm,
and back row Carol Boyd, Paul Smith, Earlene McKee, and Paula
Berg. We wish Greg years of peaceful sitting, adventuresome travel
with his wife Betty, and lots of time to do whatever he wants to!

The Power Point Presentation Team

As a reminder to those who raised their hands to volunteer,
and to let them know to whom the other hands raised be-
longed, the following is a list of our members who expressed
interest in being able to present programs utilizing the Micro-
soft Power Point Program. We get numerous requests each
year to speak at garden clubs, civic groups, school groups,
and the like, and we need to be able to respond positively
when those calls come in. This group will serve as our
speakers’ bureau. I f you are
this group, please contact Jerry Domrese (since he already has
a considerable number of programs already set up and ready
to be presented).
Sheryn LaVanish
Suzanne Jackson

. . N . ue King .
Hiho, hi f ) i 10 |Evderekee | T m\
Due to unexpected circumstances, the last weeks of June | Rebin O’Brien \
got really busy from a workday standpoint. Hopefully it | Paula Berg
will not happen again, but there were still a lot of folks Joyce Brady
who managed to come out and get some clean up tasks Obviously, you can also present

accomplished. Our heartfelt thanks to these hardy volun- [&@ Program wi thout
teers. Both the Butterfly and Braille Gardens got a fresh | hesitate to volunteer if you are
application of newspapers and shredded bark to battle the | Willing to talk on gardening to a
chamberbitter/gripeweed. Unfortunately, mallards have | 9"OUP.

proceeded to dig up a lot of the newspaper and make a
mess that will need to be addressed. Who would have ] )
thought it would be so appealing to them? Turn video thumbs into green thumbs?
June 22—Volunteer Park:

Bob and Shirley Artus, Marlene Malcolm, Janice Wright, Do you have grandchildren more interested in playing elec-
Eddie Alston, Kathleen Skinner, Pat Petty, Betty Bright,  tronic games than they might be in learning some gardening
Carol Boyd, Sue King, Jackie Jurecek, Suzanne Jackson.  basics? There is a game just introduced this past April that
Vicki Mann gets credit for showingup—s h e d i d nmight beka may of easing them into picking up a trowel: Nin-

all those old folks could work so fast! t e nd o Gixrd&nhimz Mama” game. Up to 4 players can
June 24—Monthly workday #2 at Swan Lake: use a stylus to —growl a wvar
Betty Bright, Grace Prescott, Sheryn LaVanish, Ruth fruits, and vegetables. They will learn how to plant, water, fer-

Ann Bigger, Nancy Jones, Evelyn Dabbs,Earlene McKee, tilize, prune, eliminate pests, then harvest what they have

Claire Black, Paul Smith, Jerry Domrese, Winnie Gee, grown.

Toni from the Item—a volunteer, and a Ms. Lamer, a The game, which sells for about
passer-by volunteer. $30, is a follow-up to the

June 26—Mum planting at Swan Lake greenhouse: —Cooking Mamal g
Jo Ellen Miller, Sheryn LaVanish, Jerry Domrese, Bob been a big success with younger

and Joanne Waite, Nancy Jones, Sue King children.

If you decide to try it, let us

know if it is worthwhile.




Bob Artus is our new Heloise...he has sent in some tips you might want to consider:

1. sprinkle sulfur or moth balls around your garden instead of buying expensive snake repellents.

2. Add a tablespoon of vegetable oil when cooking eggs for hard boiled eggs. The shells will come off easily.

3. Grease the pole or wires that your bird feeders hang from and watch the frustrated squirrels. (Note: this works, but must
be repeated in extra hot weather as the grease melts and runs down the pole. Petroleum jelly works well, as do sharp
pointed agave planted at the base of the feeder.)

=
[CoN

Notes from a garden seminar speaker Hummingbird
(must remain anonymous as the name is forgotten) Heavens- 1
and how to have them
Inalienable Rights of Gardeners by Bobbi Adams
1. To have as many wind chimes as you can afford
2. To plant any color next to any color I am just getting around to reading
3. To be agarden nerd and leave plant tags on plants my fall copy of Habitats, published by the National Wildlife
4. To have all 5 of 1 species—and know all 5 names Federat_ion (www.nv_vf.org). I savec_i it to read because the lead
5. To request and treasure a truckload of manure as a gift article Is entitled —Create a

by another article on considering the benefits of a messy yard.
Since | call myself a chaotic gardener, | wanted justification for

Factoid: 40 species make up 80% of the plants grown in SC saving my leaves and other plant debris in situ.

Foll owi ng —Ockham' swmafyseti df Himmindbirtisark tGrmfnd ub o¥i the @ast coast

theory of 14th century English logician, for the first time. No one knows exactly why (global warming,

Franciscan friar William of Ockham that wind changes, etc. are some of the proffered reasons. A Calli-

you should look for the easiest solution, ope hummingbird turned up in

—cutting to the c h a@eenpreasiedinangshayegurned yp i thednauntains of

here is all you need to know about com- North Carolina. Anna‘s hummi
Columbia. Feeders and flowers are necessary for these birds to

posting:
1. Stop throwing stuff away
2. Pile it up somewhere

survive.

| have never hung a hummingbird feeder year round, but I did

. . get my feeder up much earlier than usual. Having feeders does
Before plastic, only the wealthy could afford poor taste. Said not stop them from migrating, a question | am often asked.

by the man who invented plastic flamingoes. Feeder mixes include one part sugar to four parts of boiling
(See how invaluable some of the gardening seminars can water. Never use honey or artificial sweeteners. Red food
be?) coloring may also be harmful to the birds. Excess sugar water

can be stored in the refrigerator for frequent refills to the
feeder. The feeder should be changed frequently. Out at Eve-

For those of you still lucky enough to have ' yn Dabbs® home, | saw dozen
~ \ oranges on their trees (some of us lost every her feeders daily. It was fascinating to watch. Now that her
one of them during t hfel ovwetrhse rarse Dany bhlaoioln ,t he numb

. here are a few tips (ftodsinfectshe feedersatlgast ence grnonth withsa mild solu-
, Manl McKenzie from ¢t htienofblgagh. Ci t rus meet i ng
in Orangeburg:
Planting for hummingbirds, butterflies and other beneficials is
1. Neemoil and ultrafine oil mists in late summer or early fall are  to stagger bloom times. This ensures a steady supply of nectar

good for leaf miners. for butterflies, bees, and hummingbirds. Constant sources of
2. Raise the —skirtlh of |i mbs twatereakogmpartante m of f t he ground
3. Mandarin fruit can stay on the tree until March, but it may delay ~ Some of the flowers to plant include the native red honey-
or deter fruit next season. It also may make the tree more sus- suckle, Aesculus pavia (red buckeye) and red columbine for
ceptible to cold. early spring. Anything red and tubular is a hit so salvias are
4, Don‘t worry if you had fr ui timpatens phave manywcethe pefiod af Hoem is extamdgdn  h a i |
in May!") as this is a self-thinning process. across the season. Some favorites are pineapple sage, Mexican
5. Epsom salt is excellent for citrus, supplying much appreciated sage and blue sage (Salvia guarantica, given me my Lib
magnesium. Deschamps). | saw dozens of hummingbirds battling over this
6. Pine bark and vermiculite make a good growing medium. plant at Debbie Babb®s house
7. April 1is a good time to plant citrus in this area. cides in your garden.
8 Cut the fruit, don_t pull it off and damage the bark.
9. www.amleo.com is a good source for nursery supplies A constant source of water is important. Place a rock in your
10. Frost cloth (available from the above source) is good to have on  bird bath so the tiny birds, whose eggs are the size of my pinkie
hand for those sub-28 degree nights that often happen. nail, have somewhere to land.
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