MEETING CALENDAR

tJUNE 17- 10:00 am at the

i North Hope Center. Jerry
Domrese will demonstrate a
+few PowerPoint programs
i that our members can use
when we are asked to do

' talks for groups.

+ JULY 18—10:00 am at the

+ North Hope Center. Program
1 TBA.

REFRESHMENTS FOR
JUNE

'"‘z u%‘%

A?nh

Suzanne Jackson
Betty Bright
Carolyn McCoy
Carol Boyd
Eddie Alston
Janice Wright
Thomasyne Barrineau
Ruth Ann Bigger

Address book addition:

Susan Radamski
124 Azalea Drive
Lugoff, SC 29078
803-319-7903

Condolences

Our sympathy to Joyce
Brady on the death of her
favorite aunt down in Ala-
bama. She was quite a gar-
dener, probably inspiring
Joyce to her own interest
in all things growing.
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SUMTER COUNTY
MASTER GARDENER MINUTES

President, Paula Berg, called the meeting to order at 10am and welcomed everyone. The previous meeting
minutes were approved as submitted. Our past secretary, Sue King, was presented a gift card in apprecia-
tion for her service as secretary for the past year. Treasurer Betty Bright gave the treasurer’s report.

Committee reports:
Butterfly Garden: Earlene McKee reported for Robin O’Brien that a clean up day occurred at the butter-
fly garden including mulching with pine straw. More plants will be planted at a later date.

New business:

We received a letter from the Shepherd Center stating that the gardening classes provided by our members
were quite enjoyable and much appreciated. A second letter was received requesting more gardening
classes for the ten week fall session.

Paula asked that we consider creating a list of our club’s available Master Gardner speakers and their
presentation topics.

Greg Harvey, one of our county extension agents, is retiring. The board voted to contribute $50 toward
his reception and purchase a garden bench for him in the amount not to exceed $100. Members are invited
to a reception for him June 10, 2009 from 6-8pm at the Heath Pavilion at Swan Lake.

A proposal was made to establish fixed monthly work days for our gardens at Swan Lake that could make
maintaining them more feasible. The majority opinion was that Monday and Wednesday would be the
best days. The second Monday and the fourth Wednesday of each month were suggested as the monthly
fixed days. The actual fixed dates will be forthcoming in an e-mail to the members once finalized. Also,
the chairman will call for additional, unscheduled days if needed.

New signs are needed for the gardens. Work is in progress with the city providing the signs paid for by
the Friends of Swan Lake.

The remainder of the meeting was dedicated to a review of details concerning the Master Gardener booth
at the Iris Festival.

® Iris will be loaded at Paul Smith’s Thursday, June 21, 2009. Volunteers with trucks will come to
Paul’s at 2pm. Other volunteers will be needed at Swan Lake to unload the Iris and set up the tent and
tables.

e Named Irises will go against the fence. Unnamed iris will be placed behind the matching numbered
sign. Prices are: named iris $8, unnamed $6, seedlings $3, and seeds $3/pkg.

e Marlene Malcolm has the alphabetical stickers to go on your pots if you are selling plants. Bring an
inventory sheet along with care, growing requirements, etc. and disposition after the sale.

e Use post it notes to write the letter of the seller and price. Total the purchase, collect the money and
give it to Nick. Then bag the purchase.

® Linda Mungia volunteered to provide a form for next year’s festival that will list the plant informa-
tion needed for each plant.

e Jerry Domrese is bringing food for the workers Saturday and Claire Black is bringing food Friday.

There is a sign up sheet for members to write down when they are available to volunteer. Remember to
wear your name tags.

With there being no further business and no program this month, the meeting was adjourned at 10:50 am
and delicious refreshments were enjoyed by all.

Respectfully submitted,
Angela Jackson



How can | live each moment to the fullest?
Should I fill time with activity?

Should I contemplate or meditate

To combat life’s brevity?

Just put me in a garden

With its sights, its smells, its sounds,
Whether | work up a sweat or quietly sit,
Life, including mine, abounds.

The Iris Festival is over —and | missed it! | feel as if
there is a hole in my historical time line. We had to go out of
town. Sometimes | wish I could clone myself. | really look for-
ward to the Festival. And I still have pots of plants to sell. Well,
they will be that much larger next year. | did get an email from
Marlene saying we had sold over $7000. WOW! Great job, eve-
ryone. We were in Chattanooga dodging rain storms. | hope the
weather was better here, but at least it wasn’t boiling hot like
some years. My understanding is that we are getting such a won-
derful reputation that people were waiting to purchase plants
from us even before the Festival opened. Outstanding. Now:
time to plan for next year!

I was reading A Collection of Gardening Notes for the
Midland of South Carolina on what to do in June and the answer
was: enjoy your garden. Excellent advice. It is going to be too
hot to plant or transplant unless you are willing to keep the plant
well watered, so upkeep is imperative.

First thing to consider is water. In our blistering heat,
the soil dries out instantaneously. Mulch does wonders! It not
only conserves moisture, it also keeps the temperature of the soil
within the sizzling range. | like to stick to southern gardening
magazines, books and articles. No one else, unless he or she has
been through our tropical summers, begins to understand the
problems involved. Places north of the Mason-Dixon line and
west of the Mississippi stay indoors in January and February.
Think about those poor suffering souls enduring frostbite and
shoveling snow when you are pulling weeds in 110° weather and
you can’t distinguish between the nasturtium and the dollar weed
because of the sweat in your eyes.

There are disagreements on amount, duration and fre-
quency of watering. The best way to measure the amount of wa-
ter is to put an empty tuna can where the sprinkler hits it.
StarKist and Chicken of the Sea both measure (the smaller cans)
1 %” high. Tuna cans work because they have a wide opening to
catch the water; and if they are filled to overflowing, it is an indi-
cation you may be over-doing a good thing. One inch is the
amount that is usually recommended. Everyone | have read
agrees that deep infrequent watering is better than frequent shal-
low watering. So how do you get deep watering without the wa-
ter running off (not only a waste of good water and fertilizer but
one of the main causes of pollution)? If you have a system you
can time to run more than once, it’s easy. Time the system in 10-
20 minute intervals, depending on the area, and have the system
cycle through twice. We have 6 working stations (it’s a BIG
yard). Two of the stations run 10 minutes and 4 of the stations
run 20 minutes each. We go through the entire process twice.
That means that 1 hour and 30 minutes elapses before the first
station runs again (good thing I took calculus in college). That
gives the water in the first station time to perk — that’s a fancy
word for seep through the soil.

How often you water depends on weather conditions.
We have been blessed with rain this spring. The corn is looking
healthy! 1 had to drive to Columbia yesterday and the rivers are
at flood stage. I don’t know if you saw the picture in the Item 2

(June 4" edition) of the 9 foot alligator attacking the front porch
of a home in Stateburg. | think he (had to be a bull, he was acting
in a most un-lady like fashion — not very gentlemanly either)
must have been flooded out of his normal habitat. During periods
of rain, turn off the system if you can; or, if on vacation, see that
someone can do it for you. After all, you don’t want 9 foot alli-
gators to find your swampy back yard more inviting than their
own.

When to water makes a difference as well. Any time is
fine as long as it is AFTER dew fall. Dew takes place when the
night air cools enough but the ground is still warm so that water
condenses on grass and leaves. It takes place usually in the early
evening. Some say that 4:00 pm watering is ok in the hottest part
of the summer because the plants have time to dry before night
and, by that time, everything has dried out during the day. | find
that if | water after midnight, the ground stays wet longer before
the sun has time to suck it dry. Do whichever works best for you,
but pay attention to your plants. Let them “talk” to you and tell
you what is needed.

During the hottest part of the summer, we water three
times a week. We have established plants, but ones that do not
like their roots to be dry. Shallow rooted plants that require more
water include maples, dogwoods, azaleas, boxwoods and hydran-
geas. Those that require less water include lantana, palms, pines,
verbena. According to The Southern Living Garden Book, more
plants that tolerate drought include vitex, crepe myrtle, redbud,
eastern red cedar, goldenrain tree, oak, mahonia, nandina, broom,
eleagnus (definitely an invasive problem), myrtle, oleander, pearl
bush, daylilies, false indigo (baptista has a significant tap root),
bearded iris, red-hot poker and that sticky, icky yucca that I can’t
decide whether | want to get rid of or not. Native plants usually
perform much better in our zone because they have had centuries
to adapt; but just tell that to chinaberry trees (Melia azedarach)
and popcorn trees (Triadica sebifera) just to name two. For an
interesting site on line to view native South Carolina plants go to
cricket.biol.sc.edu and from there to South Carolina Plant Atlas
sponsored by the University of South Carolina. Give yourself
some time. It isn’t the easiest site to navigate, but it has some
lovely photographs of some of our native plants, especially of a
fothergilla.

Don’t forget the other June activities: prune (azaleas
should be finished by now) to get rid of weak, dead, crossing or
dying limbs, encourage new growth (as in Buddleias), thin out (as
in camellias), lift (as in protect-the-mower’s-head-and-body or to
better view the flower bed) and judiciously fertilize.

June is also preparation time. Get in all the supplies for
propagating. The best time to do most propagating is when the
new growth has hardened. For most plants, that begins around
the middle of July through August, stretching into September.
You will need fine potting soil or a mixture of % vermiculite and
Y perlite, trays with divided compartments, plastic covers or
make your own with clear plastic and some kind of malleable
wire (1 use the plastic covered clothes line wire) and — most im-
portant of all — a rooting compound. The site pchydro.com seems
to have the cheapest. Get everything ready along with a sharp
knife (used only for this purpose — not your spouse’s favorite
paring knife), a pencil and some markers. We’ll go over all the
specifics next month.

In the meantime, let me agree with the Columbia Garden
Club, especially before dog days arrive, in saying that June is a
most opportune time to get out in the garden, relax and enjoy!

Bty A.




Japanese lIris

4
Named Varieties $8.00

Unnamed Varieties $6.00
Seedlings (unknown color)  $ 3.00

JI Seed (1007) $3.00

HOPING FOR HONEY?
Former member Angie Spohn has sent word that since she
has been teaching full time at Willow Drive Elementary
since January ‘08 she has not been able to attend our meet-
ings and participate sufficiently to be
full fledged Master Gardener.
Now that school is out she is plan-
ning to put her bees on her “to do”
list. She checked them this week and
\found they have not filled their
y honey super (part of the bee hive
where surplus honey is stored). She
will have to wait until the fall to see
if by then they have filled the super
“for me to rob.” If she has honey by September she will let
us know since several of our members are long-standing
customers. Stay tuned!
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Plant search

Claire Black ran into a woman looking for a flame honey-
suckle. If any of you know of a source, please contact this
woman at audreymshaw@yahoo.com

FLAMINGO FROLIC

MAIKO-NO-HAMA

mlm

Louisiana Iris

Sales were outstanding!

This photo of Paul’s iris identifica-
tion poster pretty much gives you
an idea of the way sales went at the
Iris Festival! Taken late Sunday
afternoon while everyone was
clearing up the tables, it showed
how popular our iris were once
again.

LIGHT AT DAWN

More details of the 2009 Iris Festi-
val will be shared at our June
meeting, but we definitely want to
thank Claire Black for providing
tasty subs for the Friday workers,
Jerry Domrese for the delicious
pork chops/potato salad, and beans
on Friday, and Lorraine Krish for
the yummy rum cake. Paul

S mi tntinbtea was refreshing,
as it always is. No one could say
they were undernourished plant
sale workers!

MIST FALLS

Louisiana Iris

What to do now that the the Iris Festival is over
for another year...

Having trouble filling all that spare time? Taking
tongue out of cheek, why not practice your propagation
skills and take some cuttings of some of your favorite
plants and see what kind of success you have. If you
end up with too many plants, there are always plenty of
people at our meetings who are more than willing to try
something new.

One plant-propagation method seen in a horticultural
magazine was for pineapple lilies. It suggested taking a
mature leaf, cutting 2” sections, taking care to remem-
ber which end is up, and inserting them into a rooting
medium such as sand, vermiculite, perlite, etc. As
pretty as these plants are and also in the pricey cate-
gory, sacrificing one leaf to see if this works would be
worth the effort.

Sun coleus are also growing like crazy and, since they
grow right up until frost, why not take some cuttings to
share? They’ll have time to get to a mature size easily
before the end of the summer.

This is also the time to take cuttings of various shrubs.
Check your MG handbook if you don’t know which
ones to clip.

Sure it’s hot, but these activities can take place in the
early mornings and all you have to do is sit back and
wait for little roots to form. How simple is that?


mailto:audreymshaw@yahoo.com

Amanda the Farmer?

What a time to be gardening! My empty nest
household has blossomed with three more hungry
mouths. A dear friend, the Bachelor Uncle, Guy Alli-
son, who graduated with Edward from the MFA pro-
gram at Clemson, is now a permanent addition. He
loves to garden and has been a tremendous help to me.
Daughter Number One, Eliza Frezil, is taking every
single job she can get as a camera operator but movies
and commercials are slow right now, like everything
else. And the Lovable, Lill, is home from Winthrop for
the summer with weekly trips away here and there.
Add to that the sixteen cats and Willie Wimberly and
there are lots of trips to the grocery store.

It seemed pretty absurd for a horticulturist not
to be growing at least some of her family’s food. After
I spent hours on research and had gotten a commitment
from Edward on a deer fence that would let us keep
part of yard free from those ravenous creatures, he
went to the store and on the word of someone he didn’t
even know changed the design! So far, his (much eas-
ier) system is working and he promises to implement a
higher level of security if we have a breakthrough. |
had forgotten what beautiful daylilies we had; the deer
used to eat all the buds before they opened. It looks like
I’11 have phlox this year and not a single vegetable
plant has been decapitated.

But there is no fence for slugs and cut worms.
Never have | had such a time with these creatures. This
garden which is supposed to save us money has not
only required the outlay of hundreds of dollars for the
anti-deer protection, but I’ve spent over $40 on slug
killers! Finally | found Slug-Go, which is much safer
than Bug-Geta and also lasts longer. Still those shell
less mollusks occasionally get pass the pellets and |

have to try to pinch
them in two, a very dif-
ficult maneuver on such
slimy individuals. Tony
Melton suggests using
collars of aluminum foil
to foil cutworms but |
had sixty zinnias to
transplant and just
couldn’t see making that
many tiny protective
devices. About a third of them were cut off at the soil
line, another batch got a stem rot and fell over.

But ’'m not complaining! All this is due to the
incredible amount of rain we’ve had. When I have tree
frogs in my yard, | feel somewhat smug about creating
a habit suitable for amphibians, and those fellows have
been croaking to beat the band. Even if [ don’t get to
the mountains this summer, I’ve already had a vacation
— from dragging hoses and sprinklers around. (Why, oh
why, did | buy those expensive hoses that still kink and
weigh a ton each?) The old dog pen that we are re-
claiming from Algerian ivy is easily releasing its hold
on that vine as the soil is soft and friable.

The downside is a dogwood tree eaten up with
powdery mildew and a body eaten up with mosquito
bites. I’'m getting Immunox for the tree, and keep my-
self well sprayed with my favorite summer cologne,
Eau de Deet. We have three peppers ready to pick and
a tomato that everyone is eyeing for the first M&M
(mayonnaise and ‘mater) sandwich. The squash is up,
the parsley and cilantro and basil are coming along, and
the nasturtiums are blooming. As long as there are no
interruptions in the power grid, we’re on a way to great
gardening summer.

Amanda McNulty

Because the deadline is |l ooming and there isnét mugB news
being included even though it was in the September 0607 i s
Grape Salad

2 c. red seedless grapes, halved

2 c. green seedless grapes, halved

Place the grapes in the bottom of a casserole dish
Mix:

8 0z. softened cream cheese

8 0z. sour cream

1/2 c. sugar

1t. vanilla

Spread this over the grapes.

Sprinkle 1/4 c. brown sugar and 1/2-1 c. chopped pecans over top of casserole. Refrigerate before serving.
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