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     Forestry incentive programs are of high interest to 
forest owners. They can involve cost share for things 
like reforestation or stand improvement, income tax 
credits, property tax benefits, technical assistance, 
and regulatory streamlining. These benefits go a lot 
further than the timber-oriented programs of the past 
and now include things like conservation practices, 
wildlife habitat plans, and implementation of sustain-
able forestry practices. 
     The five authors, supported by a National Com-
mission on Science for Sustainable Forestry grant, 
identified existing and potential financial incentive 
programs to promote sustainable forestry on non-
industrial private lands. Not just the federal programs 
are identified and discussed, but also those offered at 
the state and private levels. A link is provided to each 
program’s web site so that forest owners can directly 
obtain information, make contacts, and enroll in the 
programs. 
     Today the Forest Stewardship Program (FSP), 
established in 1991, provides fundamental forest 
landowner assistance at the federal level. The FSP is 
not a cost-share program and focuses on aiding land-
owners in preparation of a forest stewardship man-
agement plan and good faith efforts to implement the 
plan. The Forest Land Enhancement Program (FLEP) 
is now the primary cost-share vehicle providing for 
technical, educational, and costs-share assistance to 
promote sustainability of non-industrial private for-
ests.  The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) uses 
annual rental payments and cost-share assistance for 
establishing long-term resource conserving covers on 
eligible farmland. 
     The Forest Legacy Program (FLP) was created to 
identify and protect environmentally important pri-
vate forestlands using tools like easements. The Envi-
ronmental Quality Incentives Program (EQUIP) pro-
vides a voluntary conservation program for farmers 
and ranchers that promotes agricultural production 
and environmental quality as compatible national 
goals. The Landowner Incentive Program (LIP) is a 
new federal program designed to assist states by pro-
viding grants to establish or supplement landowner 
incentive programs that protect and restore habitats 

on private lands to benefit federally listed, proposed, 
candidate, or other at-risk species. 
     The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) 
provides technical assistance to establish and improve 
fish and wildlife habitat. The Wetlands Reserve Pro-
gram (WRP) offers landowners the opportunity to 
protect, restore, and enhance wetlands on their prop-
erty.   The Southern Pine Beetle Prevention and Res-
toration Program (SPBPRP) is part of the approach 
for managing southern pine beetle on federal, state, 
and private lands. 
     These nine federal programs are fairly well-
known. But state-level and private forestry incentive 
programs are often not that well-known.  The website 
lists state programs like forestry cost-share, property 
tax abatement, and conservation programs and at the 
private level lists programs like statewide forest trusts 
and Tree Farm.  Virtually every forestry incentive 
program in each state is listed. 
     All 50 states have some type of preferential prop-
erty tax under which forest land can be protected 
from being fragmented or converted, but in some 
states it is as agricultural or undeveloped land.  Many 
states have their own financial assistance program 
directed toward nonindustrial private forests and 
these can supplement federal cost-sharing. States in 
every region also have programs sponsored by private 
entities. Most are timber management and marketing 
assistance programs sponsored by individual forest 
industry firms.  Two states – Minnesota and Texas – 
have programs sponsored by state forestry associa-
tions. And two states – Indiana and Virginia – have 
programs sponsored by nongovernmental organiza-
tions. States in every region also have Tree Farm pro-
grams active enough to have their own websites. And 
states in every region have public or privately-
sponsored statewide forest trusts. 
     The website is located at: http://
www.srs.fs.usda.gov/econ/data/forestincentives/. It is 
intended as an aid to service foresters, policy-makers, 
and other researchers interested in knowing what fi-
nancial assistance programs are available to non-
industrial private forest owners in each state. 

Website lists Forestry Incentive Programs Available in Each State 
By: Dr. Tom Straka 
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Mysterious Flying Squirrels 
By: Candace Cummings,  
Extension Wildlife Specialist 
 
 One night, standing outside on my front 
porch some years ago, I heard what sounded almost 
like a young injured bird chirping. The sharp sounds 
were coming from the massive white oak tree right 
next to the house. What is that? Curiosity got the best 
of me and I went inside to retrieve the flashlight. 
Shining it up the trunk of the tree, I saw the glow of 
beady eyes in the crook of a large limb. I ventured 
closer to discover those beady eyes belonged to a 
small squirrel with a cute little face. Just then, it 
jumped and glided over to the next clos-
est tree and was gone. Wow, a flying 
squirrel! I then remembered that I had a 
flying squirrel nest in my mailbox a few 
months prior. I was delighted to know 
they lived so close by in the giant oak. 
That’s important to know, because, if 
you have oaks, maples and other decidu-
ous trees on your property, chances are good you 
have flying squirrels and just don’t realize it. By now 
you may have guessed that these tiny squirrels are 
nocturnal. This fact makes them easy to identify be-
cause they are the only squirrels active at night. 
 If you have bird feeders out in your backyard 
for songbirds, you may have nighttime visitors in the 
form of flying squirrels enjoying the sunflower seeds 
and niger seeds. 
You can observe them by turning on a dim light at 
dusk, focused on the bird feeders, and leaving it on 

until they appear. Once they feed there, they will re-
turn nightly at roughly the same time. 
 Flying squirrels are equipped with flaps of 
skin that enable them to glide (not fly) called the 
patagium. Much smaller than the familiar gray tree 
squirrels that invade our bird feeders in the daytime, 
the flying squirrel is more mouse-like in appearance, 
with luxuriant, soft fur and great big eyes. 
 Once when cutting trees for firewood, a fly-
ing squirrel jumped into the leaves of the forest floor 
the instant the tree we were cutting hit the ground. I 
ran over to where it lay in the leaf litter and gently 
picked him up. He did not seem frightened at all, and 
rolled up into a tiny ball in the palm of my hand. I 
walked over about 20 yards away and placed this gray 

ball of fur at the base of a tree and 
backed away. A few moments pass, and 
it scampered up the tree trunk and disap-
peared. Later that same evening, I pro-
ceeded to look up more information on 
this gentle, little creature. It seems the 
flying squirrel is one of the few wild 

mammals that actually do well in captivity and have a 
great, fun-loving personality. The only catch is…they 
are active and want to play when we are tired and 
want to sleep. 
 Keeping your bird feeders filled in the eve-
ning with some of their favorite foods like niger, sun-
flower or beef suet, will increase your chances of 
observing these playful creatures. You may also wish 
to construct a squirrel box or two and attach them to a 
nearby oak tree at least 10 feet up. (This may also 
help if they decide to move in to your attic)!! 

Timber Market Snapshot... 
 
As a new item in the Upstate Forestry News, we will begin running quarterly summaries of time prices from Tim-
berMart-South, published by the Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources at the University of Georgia. 
The prices shown will be statewide ranges of stumpage (standing timber) and the trend (Up or Down) from the 
previous quarter. These prices reflect the average range of stumpage prices reported to TimberMart-South for the 
quarter. The price you may receive for your timber can and will vary due to factors such as size of timber, amount, 
location to mills, access and demand. If you’d like more information on the TimberMart-South price reporting ser-
vice, contact: TimberMart-South (706) 542-4756 or visit the website at:  www.TimberMart-South.com 
 

TimberMart-South 4th Quarter, 2006: South Carolina 
 
• Pine Sawtimber: $276--$314MBF (per thousand board feet Scribner log scale) ($36.78--$41.81/Ton). Trend 

is Down. 
 

• Pine Chip-N-Saw: $49.20--$62.86/Cord ($18.36--$23.46/Ton). Trend is Down. 
 

• Pine Pulpwood: $15.81--$21.12/Cord ($5.90--$7.88/Ton) Trend is Up. 



Fertilizing Fish Ponds 
By Jeff Fellers, Union Co. Extension Agent 
 
The purpose of fertilizing fish ponds is to increase fish 
production and decrease the possibility of aquatic 
weeds.  This is done by increasing the amount of mi-
croscopic green plants, which are known as phyto-
plankton, in the water.  Phytoplankton is the base of 
the food chain in ponds.  Phytoplankton is consumed 
by zooplankton which is in turn consumed by aquatic 
insects and small fish.  The food chain continues to the 
larger predators like large mouth bass.  Phytoplankton 
can also play a role in protecting your pond from 
aquatic weeds.  Maintaining the appropriate phyto-
plankton bloom limits the amount of sunlight that 
reaches the bottom of the pond.  Aquatic weeds need 
light to grow and with the reduced sunlight weeds 
have a tougher time infesting your pond.  A fertiliza-
tion program for your pond can be very beneficial.  
However, there are some ponds that should not be 
fertilized.  Let’s look at some of these instances. 
 
Ponds infested with Weeds – This is a classic in our 
office.  Many pond owners come in the office with an 
aquatic weed problem.  After probing into the situation 
I find that many times the owner has fertilized the 
pond in an effort to eradicate or control the weed.  
This is a mistake.  Fertilizing a pond with weeds will 
only promote the weed growth and will not control the 
problem.  Do not fertilize in this situation until all 
weeds have been controlled. 
 
Ponds not fished heavily – Ponds that are only fished 
occasionally and have no history of weed problems 
will not benefit from a fertilization program.  Fertiliz-
ing will produce more fish that are not going to be 
caught.   If fish populations grow too large then you 
could see the quality of fish decrease. 
 
Unbalanced fish populations – If your bream or bass 
populations are not in order then fertilizing would be a 
waste of time.   The population balance should be 
fixed first and then a fertilization program could be 
started.  In general a ratio of 10 bream to 1 bass would 
be considered a balance population. 
 
Excessive water flow – If your pond has an excessive 
flow of water you cannot efficiently fertilize.  The 
excessive flow of water will carry the nutrients out of 
the pond and into the drainage system.  In general, 
ponds which exchange their water volume in 30 days 
or less in the dry season should not be fertilized. 
 

 

Muddy Ponds – Muddy ponds prevent sunlight pene-
tration which in turn causes slow or no plankton 
growth.  Since plankton need sunlight to grow the mud 
problem should be corrected before fertilizing. 
 
Artificially Feed with prepared food – The excess 
feed and excess nutrients from the fish act as a fertil-
izer.  No fertilization program is needed when you are 
feeding your fish. 

 
A fertilization program for your pond is an excellent 
management tool to increase fish production and re-
duce the risk of aquatic weeds.  I have just briefly 
touched on fertilization and some of the circumstances 
you should be aware of and avoid.  If you are inter-
ested in a fertilization program please contact your 
local Clemson Extension Office.  Clemson Extension 
has numerous articles on pond management that would 
benefit any person who owns a pond 
 

Maximizing Your Sawtimber Yield 
by Proper Thinning 
By Jason Caudill, County Extension Agent, Oconee 
County 
 
Back in college one summer I had an internship with 
Weyerhaeuser in their timberlands department in Ply-
mouth, NC.  One of my duties that summer was to 
conduct thinning audits in order to determine if the 
thinning crews were selecting the best trees to leave 
for growing sawtimber.  I would go into each stand 
and do 1 1/10 acre plot for every 10 acres.  So for an 
80 acre stand I would do 8 1/10 acre plots.  In each 
plot I would measure every tree’s DBH, height, and 
form class based on sweep and/or other deformities 
such as forks.  I would then go into the same plot after 
the thinning was completed and mark which trees were 
taken out.  A comparison was then done to determine 
if the thinning crews selected the best trees to leave for 
sawtimber.  The plot data, before and after, were 
logged on a data scan sheet and then fed into a com-
puter which did all of the comparisons.  This gave the 
forestland managers excellent data to improve the per-
formance of their thinning crews and maximize saw-
timber yield. 
 You as a forest landowner may not have the 
resources to do this type of analysis but it is important 
that when thinning, you take out the least desirable 
trees, leaving the best for your sawtimber production.  
Consider hiring a forestry consultant to mark the trees 
that you want thinned.  Make sure you emphasize that 
you want to maximize your sawtimber yield.  This will 
insure that your final harvest will be the most profit-
able. 
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Spring Burns Help Wildlife Habitat 
by NWTF Staff Writer 
 
During the past few weeks, USDA Forest Service fire 
managers, state wildlife biologists and private land-
owners have lit their oil-filled drip torches and com-
menced prescribed burning practices in the forests and 
fields of the Southeast.  
 
They'll keep starting controlled burns as long as 
weather conditions allow. Prescribed burns are safe 
and manageable fires that burn pine needles and dead 
branches on the ground, which can build to dangerous 
levels and lead to catastrophic wildfires.  
 
However, with spring turkey hunting and wild turkey 
nesting season just around the corner, many folks 
wonder why land managers burn the woods where 
wild turkey nests may be destroyed.  
 
"Prescribed fire is a wonderful tool and mimics a natu-
ral process," said Dr. James Earl Kennamer, the Na-
tional Wild Turkey Federation's senior vice president 
for conservation programs. "Introducing fire kills un-
wanted brush so natural grasses and plants that benefit 
wildlife can grow. Without prescribed fire, unwanted 
plants and trees will overtake the forest floor and haz-
ardous fuels will build up causing the forest floor to 
become susceptible to devastating wildfires."  
 
Prescribed burning is most effective during late March 
and early April when shrubs and saplings start to 
bloom. These months are also prime for spring turkey 
hunting and when turkeys are starting to nest. A com-
mon misperception is that prescribed burns are detri-
mental to wild turkey populations because they burn 
lots of wild turkey nests. However, wildlife biologists 
know the years of improved nesting and brood habitat 
provided by prescribed burning is far more important 
to the turkey population than the loss of a few nests.  
 
"Research in north-central Louisiana shows that most 
hens nest somewhere less brushy than areas selected 
for burning," said Brian Zielinski, NWTF regional 
biologist. "Hens prefer to nest in thick grassy areas 
with little brush where they can blend in and feel 
safe."  
 
While it is true that some nests are lost during pre-
scribed burns, the benefits of improved habitat out-
weigh the few burned nests. In fact, even if a nest is 
lost, hens will likely re-nest.  
 
"Up to two-thirds of hens that lose their nests will re-
nest," said Zielinski. "There's no real reason to believe 

that prescribed burning will hurt wild turkey popula-
tions. Reality is that prescribed burns improve wild 
turkey habitat and that helps populations."  
 

Calendar Of Events 
 
April 3rd—Statewide Landowner Meeting offered 
by the Lexington Co. Landowners Association at the 
State Museum in Columbia.  Speakers will addrees 
various topics relative to forest management.  Cost is 
$20 and pre-payment is required.  Checks should be 
made out to the Lexington County Forest Landowners 
Association and mailed to Farroll Gunter @ 136 Rose 
Lake Road, Lexington, SC 29072. 
 

April 5th-Statewide Cogongrass Informational 
Broadcast, 1-4 pm, Cost: Free.  Offered at various 
locations throughout the state.  For a site near you, 
please contact Jeanne Campbell at 864-656-2479. 
 

May 8th—Newberry Forestry Association Field 
Tour on Nuisance Beaver Control, Details Pending.  
If you are interested, please contact Darren Atkins at 
(803)276-1091 ext.112 
 
Dear Readers, 
 
This newsletter is being distributed on a regional level 
every quarter.  The columns will be composed and 
compiled by various experts with the Cooperative Ex-
tension Service as well as other agencies.  Our inten-
tion is to provide landowners with useful and pertinent 
information.  In order for this to be a success, we 
would like to ask our clientele to offer suggestions for 
the content of this newsletter.  You can provide this to 
me  by e-mail at datkins@clemson.edu or by phone, 
803-276-1091 ext. 112.  We hope you find this infor-
mation informative. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Darren C. Atkins 
County Extension Agent, Newberry Co. 
Forestry and Natural Resources 
 

 
 

Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service offers its pro-
grams to people of all ages, regardless of race, color, gender, relig-
ion, national origin, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, 

marital or family status and is an equal opportunity employer. 
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