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“Clemson Collaborations in Service-Learning” is an annual publication of the Clemson 
University Service Alliance.  This publication highlights the work of Clemson faculty 
who receive funding from Service Alliance programs to support and promote the use 
of service-learning and community-based research as part of the Clemson educational 
experience. Articles in “Clemson Collaborations in Service-Learning” are written by the 
Clemson faculty, students and community part-
ners who have participated in service-learning 
classes and projects funded by the Service Alli-
ance during 2009-2010. 

The theme of this year’s publication is “The 
Value of Service-Learning in Troubled Economic 
Times.” Clemson is facing an unprecedented 
loss of more than $75 million in state support. 
Not only has Clemson lost financial support, but 
our local governments and non-profit organiza-
tions are also struggling with significant financial 
shortfalls. In many cases, student service-learn-
ing projects have helped these organizations accomplish projects and plans they other-
wise might not have been able to achieve given these substantial decreases in funding.     

In a recent e-mail to faculty and staff, President Barker stated: 

(Our) loss of funding doesn’t relieve us of our mission or lessen the expectations 
that people have of Clemson. Students are counting on us to deliver a high-qual-
ity educational experience and prepare them to succeed in the 21st century. The 
people of South Carolina are counting on us to create jobs and solve problems 
through research and service. 

Service-learning not only engages undergraduate and graduate students in a high qual-
ity, relevant educational experience, it also solves problems through research and service 
in partnership with local communities. It accomplishes our mission and involves our 
students in meaningful work that has relevance to the community and to the students in 
their chosen field of study. 
 
The projects highlighted in this publication represent a small sample of faculty members 
across every college who are utilizing service-learning to create meaningful learning ex-
periences for students that also help our local communities.  We hope you enjoy reading 
about their work. 

Service-learning courses were 
offered in all five colleges.

Source: Office of Institutional Research
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Service Alliance Faculty Fellows
The Fellows Program is for faculty interested in exploring issues related to service-learning and 
community-based research. Fellows receive a $1200 stipend, conduct faculty workshops on service-
learning and community-based research through the Office of Teaching Effectiveness and Innovation, 
and serve as a resource for other faculty members interested in utilizing service-learning in their 
classroom or developing a community-based research design. Representation comes from four of  
Clemson’s five colleges.

The Exponential Value of Sustained Collaboration
                        
Sarah F. Griffin, Assistant Professor
Public Health Services
Service Alliance Faculty Fellow
 
This is the third year of the Health and Heritage service-
learning project. The project is a collaborative effort between 
public health sciences students in “Community Health Promo-
tion (HLTH 480) and the Pendleton Pride in Motion Coalition 
(PPIM).  The goals of the project are: (1) to promote walking 
in Pendleton through community-driven strategies and (2) to 
provide a hands-on opportunity for students to apply their classroom acquired knowledge 
and skills.  The project emphases collaboration, critical thinking, civic responsibility, 
and building on community strengths to address community needs.  Since 2008 over 120 
Clemson University students have learned about community health promotion theory, 
community planning, coalition development and functioning, program implementation, 
and evaluation through this hands-on experience.  
 
In 2008 the PPIM coalition and students decided to address walking by identifying, 
marking and promoting three walking routes in Pendleton.  
They recognized that well positioned and appropriately 
marked walking routes could capitalize on one of Pend-
leton’s greatest assets, the wealth of significant historical 
sites, and link three community assets (Veteran’s Park, 
Tri-County Technical School, and the Village Square).  
Each year the students divide into teams and work with the 
coalition to set short term goals that build on the work of 
the previous year.  One student in 2010 stated, “the hard-
est and most rewarding thing about this project is that you 
actually have to do something….. it is not a pretend activ-

We talk about collaboration and the 
importance of relationships and 
communication in class, but 
it wasn’t until we had to actually 
accomplish something in the 
community that I really undestood 
how complicated community 
development work really is when 
it is done right .
Student, HLTH 480
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ity”.  Another student from 2009 stated “we talk about 
collaboration and the importance of relationships and 
communication in class, but it wasn’t until we had to 
actually accomplish something in the community that I 
really understood how complicated community develop-
ment work really is when it is done right”. The PPIM 
coalition members frequently talk about how they value 
the fresh ideas, skills, energy, and “people power” that 
the students bring to their coalition each year. Through 
this collaborative the students and PPIM have: have 
mapped three walking routes, marked two walking routes, developed promotional mate-
rial for the two marked walking routes, planned and delivered four walking events to 
promote walking and the walking routes, and worked with the Pendleton District His-
toric Commission to develop a walking tour podcast for the two marked walking routes.  
All are valuable products to the town of Pendleton in promoting walking.
 

Statistics as Service: A Service- Learning Project
in MthSc 301  Statistical Methods I  
 
Laura Shick, Lecturer, Mathematical Sciences
Service Alliance Faculty Fellow

The theme of the Statistical Methods class is that statistics is ev-
erywhere in our lives.  Hardly a day goes by that a news item does 
not report a public opinion poll, an economic forecast, a change 
in demographics, sports scores, or even the weather – all of which 
are examples of applications of statistics.  Since Fall 2008, Clem-
son Community Care and the Clemson Free Clinic have been our clients.  Both small 
non-profit organizations serve those in need in our community – neighbors who are often 
invisible to the students. 

10.5 percent of Clemson students 
participated in at least one service-

learning class in 2009-2010.
Source: Office of Institutional Research
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The 2009-2010 year was devoted mostly to Clemson Free Clinic.  MthSc 301 draws stu-
dents from many different disciplines, including upper level Computer Science students 
who designed a client intake form that would allow the Free 
Clinic to enter and track patient data electronically rather 
than with paper records.  This was greatly appreciated by the 
Free Clinic.

The second project for the Free Clinic consisted of a Phar-
macy Patient Satisfaction study that was a requirement of a 
grant from SC Blue Cross/Blue Shield.  Students designed, 
implemented and analyzed the study, helping the Free Clinic 
show positive outcomes from the grant.

Several students organized food, or cleaning, or personal products drives – and one 
even did a baby products drive. The students remarked that they had never realized 
that things they take for granted (like toilet paper, cleaning supplies, feminine hygiene 
products) are luxuries for many in our community – and things that cannot be purchased 
with food stamps.  

Both the Free Clinic and Clemson Community Care operate solely on grants, donations, 
and volunteers.  Without the services of these students, this work would have been dif-
ficult to accomplish.  In these tough times, opening the eyes of students to the need for 
service is a gift that most, hopefully will take with them as they leave Clemson and enter 
the workforce.  It is a crucial component of their learning.

Both the Free Clinic and Clemson 
Community Care operate solely on 
grants, donations, and volunteers.  
Without the services of  these
students, this work would have 
been difficult to accomplish.
Laura Shick, Lecturer

A Reflection on the Essential Nature of
Service-Learning in our Current Times

Dr. Jeffrey C. Hallo, Assistant Professor, Parks, 
Recreation, and Tourism Management

In tough economic times service-learning might erroneously be con-
sidered just ‘nice to have’. The potential benefits of service-learning to 
students, faculty, and community partners suggest otherwise.  

Service-learning is an approach to higher-education that can promote 
a near optimal learning environment for both faculty and students.  Students are en-
gaged and motivated to learn interactively in a real-world context.  Service-learning 
projects provide opportunities for students to gain practical experience in solving prob-



The Value of Service-Learning in Troubled Economic Times   •   6

Service-learning projects provide 
opportunities for students to gain 
practical experience in solving 
problems, to apply their learning 
to real-world issues, and to hone 
interpersonal skills while working 
with the community.  These op-
portunities may be critical in times 
when internships and entry-level 
jobs are extremely competitive.  

lems, to apply their learning to real-world issues, and to hone 
interpersonal skills while working with the community.  These 
opportunities may be critical in times when internships and 
entry-level jobs are extremely competitive.  For faculty, these 
projects serve as a pathway to better instruction by enabling 
student connection with course content.  Service-learning 
projects may also involve students in research, exposing them 
to the search for new knowledge while providing faculty with 
resources to compete for or complete sponsored research ac-
tivities.

Service-learning also benefits the community partner who 
sponsors or participates in a project.  These projects, in better economic times, extend 
the efforts of the partner.  During an economic downturn, however, non-profit organi-
zations or governmental agencies might find that some tasks that would otherwise be 
pushed aside can be accomplished through service-learning.  For example, a service-
learning project was conducted in 
2009, and is ongoing, that collects 
attitudes and opinions of visitors 
to Lake Hartwell.  This informa-
tion will help inform the manage-
ment of Lake Hartwell to better 
meet the needs of the millions of 
people who rely on the lake for 
a low-cost, accessible location to 
rejuvenate themselves from the 
impacts of living through a reces-
sion. 

Service-Learning was offered in 
sections of  104 unique courses.

Source: Office of Institutional Research
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Creating University and Community Partnerships
in Difficult Economic Times: Revitalizing Local
Communities in South Carolina       
   
Dr. Ken Robinson, Assistant Professor,
Applied Economics and Statistics
Service Alliance Faculty Fellow

Dr. Victoria Chanse, Assistant Professor,
Landscape Architecture
Service Alliance Faculty Fellow

This article discusses the experiences of academic partnerships from two examples:
one case in Pelzer and one case in North Charleston, S.C. 

Pelzer – Dr. Ken Robinson
To accommodate revenue shortfalls resulting from plant closings, job losses, and cuts in 
government spending, some communities seek collaborative partnerships to meet lo-
cal needs.  One partnership involved Clemson students, the Town of Pelzer, and a local 
non-profit organization.  The textile mill in Pelzer closed in 2003, but town officials 
and the non-profit group Friends of Pelzer, with assistance from the S.C. Department of 
Health and Environmental Control (SCDHEC), continue to explore ways to revitalize 
the community. Pelzer has been unable to conduct an environmental assessment of the 
area. These assessments are often costly, and the town has yet to attract a developer.  In 
2009, students enrolled in Applied Economics (APEC) 490 (Dr. David Hughes, Instruc-
tor) were employed as recorders and “runners” during statewide community listening 
sessions on environmental justice.  Students in Dr. Ken Robinson’s Rural Sociology (RS) 
401/601 class were later invited to visit Pelzer to meet with officials and residents to 

 

Views of key mill properties in the Town of Pelzer. Photos by Jennifer Johnson.    
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assess, in advance, the social consequences that may follow from proposed uses for key 
mill properties.   The students concluded that the social impact will, for the most part, 
be positive; provide new employment opportunities; and money earned and spent in 
the new development will likely remain in the community to be spent again.  The team 
designed a poster to illustrate the anticipated social impacts, and invited SCDHEC staff 
and representatives from Pelzer to attend an on-campus presentation.  Overall, student 
learning outcomes included, among others: 1) directly observing through experiential 
learning; and 2) learning about issues that can arise when attempting to coordinate with 
outside agencies.

North Charleston- Dr. Victoria Chanse
Creating a series of connected projects over a period of several semesters and through 
individual student projects al-
lows for longer-term partnerships. 
Through the Clemson University 
Restoration Institute, three classes 
of landscape architecture students 
developed two individual proj-
ects and three community design 
projects.  Both the Community 
Design Studio (Fall 2008) and the 
Green Urbanism Studio (Spring 
2010) taught by Dr. Victoria 
Chanse worked on projects in the 
North Charleston area.  In addi-
tion, graduate students in LARCH 
840: Community Involvement in 
Design and Planning (Fall 2008), 
were able to work on a joint proj-
ect with the Community Design Studio. This 
seminar class emphasized civic engagement 
participatory methods and outcomes.  Other 
related projects included a masters terminal 
project involving a local elementary school 
and Metanoia, a community development 
corporation, and a bachelor’s exit project on 
a local heritage tourism plan for one of the 
Low Country Alliance for Model Communi-
ties (LAMC) neighborhoods. Both projects 
were completed in 2009. The Spring 2010 
Green Urbanism studio revisited the original 
design site from Fall 2009, with a revised pro-

CD Agent Harry Crissy and students during com-
munity listening sessions on environmental justice.  
Photo by David Hughes

CURI’s Edivania Arena, landscape architecture student partici-
pants, and Dr. Chanse at the EPA 2009 EJ Award Ceremony. 
December 2009
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gram to reflect North Charleston’s changing economic issues. Overall, student learning 
outcomes included: 1) developing civic engagement methods; 2) successfully applying 
community involvement findings to particular designs and plans; 3) working collabora-
tively by drawing from such disciplines as transportation to develop their designs and 4) 
an intangible yet important dimension of ongoing institutional involvement with neigh-
borhood residents. 

The designs of these Clemson students, which focused on revitalizing underserved neigh-
borhoods in North Charleston, contributed to the community receiving a 2009 Environ-
mental Justice Achievement Award from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

This national award recognizes partnerships that address environmental justice issues or 
implement goals that positively impact a community.

Establishing Camp Read-a-Rama in Tough
Economic Times

Michelle H. Martin
Associate Professor of English and Service Alliance 
Faculty Fellow 
&
Rachelle Washington
Assistant Professor, Teacher Education

In 2001, I initiated a service learning outreach program 
for my English 385, Literature for Children, students 
that brings children from the community together for 
an evening of reading, exploring books and enjoying 
hands-on activities related to those books.  The program 
generally attracts 50-100 children between the ages of 3 
and 12, and the hallmark of the Read-a-Rama Program 
is that every child gets a free book to take home.  After 
conducting nineteen 1.5  hour-long Read-a-Rama pro-

For 2009-2010, 2278 students participated 
in service-learning projects.

Source: Office of Institutional Research
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grams in the community over the past nine years, 
I decided to develop this concept into a 9:00-
3:00 summer day camp for 4-12 year olds, the 
staff of which are students who have been trained 
in the academic study of Children’s Literature 
in the English and/or Education Departments 
at Clemson.  As my co-Director, Dr. Rachelle 
D. Washington, Assistant Professor of Teacher 
Education, and I have transitioned Read-a-Rama 
from individual programs to a unified weekly day 
camp, complete with a theme that undergirds all 
of the books and activities, and particularly as we 
have done so in a struggling economy, we have 
faced a number of budgetary challenges. Namely:

• We have chosen to make Camp Read-a-
Rama a small camp with a low staff-to-
camper ratio.  Hence, running a camp 
with 20 campers, 1 Assistant Camp 
Director, 5 Counselors and 2 faculty is 
unsustainable without external funding. 
And because we believe in the impor-
tance of this work, our staff camp salary 
is higher than minimum wage and better 
than average for camps. 

• The site we have chosen, the Clemson 
Outdoor Lab, which is a ten-minute drive 
from the main campus in the midst of the 
Clemson Experimental Forest, provides 
an excellent location for hands-on out-
door learning, but it is an expensive site 
for the camp.  Nearly half of our weekly 
in-take from camper fees goes to site 
rental. 

• We envision Camp Read-a-Rama as one 
that is user-friendly for working parents 
and accessible even to those who cannot 
afford camp, but at $165 per week, this 
goal required some “intervention.”

• We want to make this a diverse camp—in terms of ability, socioeconomic status, 
ethnic and racial diversity and even in terms of excelling and struggling readers. 
Diversification of campers does not happen on its own.  This, too, required work 
on our part.
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Though we will be uncertain of the total result 
of our efforts until camp is over, here are some 
solutions we crafted in an attempt to make 
camp solvent.

• We have actively sought external fund-
ing, which involved working closely with 
one of the university’s Development Of-
ficers, meeting with potential donors, so-
liciting assistance from the deans of both 
of our Colleges within the university, 
and attending meetings of local organi-
zations that might have an interest in 
financially supporting camp long before 
we took in any camp registrations. We 
also partnered with the Foothills Area 
YMCA, who are providing lifeguards for 
camp this summer, on a grant with the 
South Carolina Humanities Council.  
Fortunately, many of these efforts were 
successful, but we still worry that camp 
will not be solvent because of many of 
the expenses that one cannot foresee 
before the start of summer. 

• Dr. Washington and I have both pursued 
low income and minority families whose 
children would benefit from camp but 
who would normally not show an inter-
est because of the expense of this camp 
and the distance from their homes to 
campus.

• We maintain regular contact with par-
ents, whose word-of-mouth recommen-
dations about Camp Read-a-Rama  has 
greatly decreased the advertising cost in 
these tough economic times. 

• Because of our goal to make Camp Read-
a-Rama a unique experience for every 
child, we are committed to doing the 
work necessary to fund camp at the low 
staff-to-camper ratio we currently have.  
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Throughout the summer, Dr. Washington 
and I have also enthusiastically invited 
community and university leaders to 
come read a book with our campers. 
Hence, we have hosted President and 
First Lady of Clemson University, Jim 
and Marcia Barker, we’ve had Clem-
son Volleyball and Football players and 
Clmson Swimmers and Divers read, and 
we have invited Clemson’s Mayor Larry 
Abernathy as well, among others.  In 
this way, we have become the planters of 
seeds that we hope will bear fruit—eco-
nomic as well as community connections—as we continue to grow this Read-a-Rama 
program and concept.  

Citizens and Scholars
The Citizens and Scholars mini-grant program promotes civic professionalism, social responsibility, 
service-learning, and engaged scholarship among Clemson University faculty and students. Through 
the grant program, the Service Alliance seeks to encourage the creation of interdisciplinary service-
learning and community-based research projects, and/or programs that address health, socioeconom-
ic, and environmental concerns impacting the state of South Carolina. Projects must involve collabora-
tion with local communities in South Carolina and utilize faculty expertise combined with community 
expertise to address community issues and needs. Proposed activities may include service-learning, 
community-based participatory research, applied or community-centered research and program devel-
opment and delivery.  The program objectives are to: 

•  Promote partnerships among faculty, staff, students, and local community members that 
  support civic and community engagement;
•  Engage classes of undergraduate and/or graduate students in collaborative community-based   
  activities that integrate teaching, research and public service into the student learning 
  experience; and 
•  Engage members of local communities, legislators, and state government in the creation of    
  statewide learning communities. 

198 faculty reported using service-learning 
as a teaching method in their courses. 

 Source: Office of Institutional Research
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Developing Linkages for a Sustainable Food System 
– A Citizens and Scholars Project

Dr. Kathryn Boys, Assistant Professor,
Applied Economics and Statistics 

Dr. Beth Kunkel, Professor,
Food Science and Human Nutrition
This project seeks to improve understanding barriers which limit the 
ability of small, Southeastern specialty crop producers to serve as sup-
pliers to institutional food services (schools, hospitals, correctional 
facilities).  To gain an in-depth understanding of relevant market-
ing constraints, five focus groups were conducted with producers and 
institutional food buyers across South Carolina.  In conducting this 
research, a multi-disciplinary group of students learned about the 
qualitative research process and, after being partnered with a relevant 
community partner, were each responsible for organizing, moderating, 
analyzing, and documenting results from one focus group meeting.  

Results indicate that while there is a large potential institutional market for specialty 
crops, several marketing barriers exist.  From the producer perspective, while many were 
interested in having a guaranteed buyer, the cost of requirements to sell to institutions 
(liability insurance, certification programs such as GAP, HACCP), were considered too 
expensive.  Also, due to limitations on institutional food budgets, many producers be-

** New Creative Inquiry Course 
Announcement ** 

 

APEC 494-003 / FDSC 450-024 
Developing Linkages for a 
Sustainable Food System 

 

Fall Semester 2009; 1-3 Hours 

 
 

A unique opportunity to examine the linkages between local food  
producers and institutional food service operations 

 
In this course you will…  

 Gain an understanding of market research techniques and data analysis 
 Improve your professional presentation skills and make industry contacts 
 Learn about agricultural production in the US Southeastern region, and 

about the challenges of food marketing for small-scale producers 
 Learn about supply-chain management of institutional food buyers 

 
For Further Information Contact:  
Dr. B. Kunkel - Dept. of Food Science & Human Nutrition  bkunkel@clemson.edu 
Dr. K. Boys – Dept. of Applied Economics & Statistics kboys@clemson.edu 

At: Clemson House
248 North Palmetto Blvd.
Clemson, SC 29634  map

February 26th – 27th, 2010

Space is Limited.  Register by February 22nd

Join us for all or part of the event!
No registration cost

 Meals provided

To register or for more information, contact:
Dr. Kathryn Boys kboys@clemson.edu; 864.656.4345

Dr. Beth Kunkel bkunkel@clemson.edu; 864.656.5690 

Linking Specialty Crop Producers and Institutional 
Food Services: 

Developing a Policy, Extension & Research Agenda

The challenges are recognized; policy and research 
recommendations now must be made.  

Join us for an important event which will explore potential 
solutions to overcome barriers in marketing specialty 

crops to institutional food services. 
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lieved that they could obtain higher unit prices through other marketing channels.  
Institutional buyers noted challenges in using these products due to the timing of their 
availability relative to periods of demand, and product process-
ing needs of some institutions (e.g. schools).  

Results were used to develop a two-day conference of all 
stakeholders in this marketing channel (producers, buyers, 
middleman, government).  This meeting was held in February 
2010 at Clemson University and focused upon mechanisms, 
policy, information and resources which would be needed to 
overcome these marketing barriers.  Future initiatives will seek 
to implement key recommendations from this meeting.  

…  I wanted to let you know how 
much fun I had working on the 
project and that I feel that it’s 
meaningful work. It was by far the 
best project I worked on during my 
education and I was thankful to 
be a part of it.   
Student from Project

South Carolina Commission on Higher Education 
Service-Learning Award
For nine years, the South Commission on Higher Education (CHE) has held a Service Learning Com-
petition to promote and publicize on a statewide scale the service- learning and volunteerism efforts 
of South Carolina colleges and universities. The competition gives three awards: one for the public 
universities in the four-year sector, one for the public colleges in the two-year sector, and one for the 
independent colleges and universities.  Their goal is to choose the single most commendable service 
learning project in each sector.

For the purposes of the competition, CHE defines service-learning as college student learning at any 
level and in any situation that is linked in a direct, hands-on fashion to the resolution of a problem or 
concern in a target community outside the institution. Also, projects may, but need not be, linked to 
academic credit and may also be collaborative ventures between colleges and universities.  

9.7 percent of Clemson faculty reported 
using service-learning or community service 

in the courses they taught in 2009-2010.
Source: Office of Institutional Research
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The review panel evaluates nominated projects based on four chief criteria:

1.  The ability to resolve community concerns or address community issues.
2.  The degree to which the project enhances student learning.
3.  The degree to which the project meets the parameters of the Commission’s definition of
  Service Learning.
4.  The project’s impact on campus (e.g., the number of students involved).

Clemson’s nominee for 2009 - and winner of the S.C. CHE Service-learning award for public  four year 
colleges and universities - was the a.LINE.ments public service environmental design and planning 
studio in planning and landscape architecture. 

2009-2010 South Carolina Commission on Higher 
Education Service- Learning Award
a.LINE.ments: Clemson University’s Public Service 
Community Design Studio
 
Mary Beth McCubbin, ASLA, LEED-AP
Director of External Projects, 
Planning and Landscape Architecture

a.LINE.ments is beginning its fifth year as a public service 
community design studio. Housed in the Department of Planning and Landscape Archi-
tecture, the studio offers opportunities for students to engage in "real" community design 
projects. Graduate and undergraduate students are involved in projects from the pre-
liminary stages of research and analysis work, through conceptual planning and design, 
to public presentation and reports to clients. The studio offers a unique opportunity for 
students to learn the process of community change and their roles and responsibilities 
not only as designers, but as citizens engaged in their communities. 

Students gain valuable experience taking theory to practice. For undergraduate students, 
this is an opportunity for Creative Inquiry—long-term involvement in cross-disciplinary 
projects that include a research component and a semester-long design studio. Students 
broaden their knowledge with direct client involvement and multiple project types: 
community masterplans, parks, streetscapes, playgrounds, visioning workshops, and civic 
spaces. a.LINE.ments projects are part of the University's commitment to public service.  
Other projects are conducted with private "clients," including projects for Clemson Uni-
versity.  Performed in the context of an ongoing design studio, some projects bring real 
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Community support of the studio 
has also provided much needed 
financial assistance as graduate 
assistantships for our students. 
And our partnerships with both 
communities and professional 
firms have led to jobs for our 
graduates.

world problems into the studio/classroom environment. Other 
projects are conducted outside the classroom as independent 
graduate student projects. 

For our "clients," the communities that we serve, we provide 
a broad range of design services from bringing communities 
together for visioning and planning workshops to providing 
conceptual designs for all types of public spaces. Many of the 
communities use the conceptual designs and illustrations we 
provide to garner funding for community development proj-
ects, efforts that would be difficult without these 
products. The implementation of these projects 
can add to the local economy while building better 
places for us to live, work, and play.

Community support of the studio has also provided 
much needed financial assistance as graduate as-
sistantships for our students. And our partnerships 
with both communities and professional firms have 
led to jobs for our graduates. a.LINE.ments has 
been a win—win—win proposition.

35 percent of service-learning 
classes were taught by tenured 

or tenure- track faculty. 
Source: Office of Institutional Research
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Department of Planning and Landscape Architecture
Stevens Park Kershaw, SC

Director: Mary Beth McCubbin 
Graduate Designer: Arthur Johnson II

Site and Participatory Design Studio— Spring 2009
Professor Arthi Rao

Entry gardens—
could be adopted by a garden club or school.   
Permanent displays could be complemented with 
changing seasonal displays.

Tennis courts with space to accommodate 
an audience.

Existing playground

Performance area (amphitheater)—settled under 
the trees a small stage and seating area would be 
appropriate for theatre or musical performances as 
well as special events like weddings or awards 
ceremonies. A shade structure could be an 
interesting architectural element added to the park.

Memorial plaza and garden will lead from the front 
of the Cultural Center to the performance area—the 
front plaza could feature a reflecting pool, flags, 
seating, the garden area would move around the 
building to a more quiet woodland garden with 
seating for meditation. This would also serve as an 
inviting entry to the stage.

“Garden huts” or small decorative shade structures 
would be placed throughout the park. Designs could 
vary to add visual interest. These could be provided 
by special donations by corporations or in honor of 
outstanding citizens. 

Community gardens—this area could serve as an 
educational venue for organic gardening practices, 
native gardening, or perhaps a herb/medicinal 
garden. This could be used as a source for fresh 
vegetables for a food pantry.

Parking expansion to accommodate future 
expansion of the Cultural Center. The walkway from 
this parking lot could be lined with gardens as an 
enhanced entry to the performance area.

Stream restoration/enhancement area will feature 
paths, seating, and viewing areas.  This is a good 
opportunity for education about responsible 
watershed management.

Picnic pavilion with a view to the “natural” play 
area. Additional picnic tables could be scattered 
throughout the woods here. Parking immediately 
adjacent will make it easy to accommodate large 
groups. 

Recreation Center with potential future expansion. 
Adjacent activities of basketball and volleyball are 
compatible with the swim center and expansion of 
the rec center.

Walking and biking trails circle the park and 
provide for leisurely strolls or a vigorous work out. 
It is possible to incorporate workout stations along 
the way. The perimeter trails could be open to traffic 
when necessary.

Stevens Park can be a park for everyone in the community, whether you want to 
go for a workout, a pick-up game of basketball, a youth swim meet, attend 
Shakespeare in the Park or just a quiet place to read a book or write a letter. The 
park is organized around the stream/valley area that bisects it. The valley offers 
the perfect place to feel close to nature and will be used for more passive 
recreation like bird watching, meditation, or a leisurely stroll. More active areas 
are on the uplands of the park adjacent to the existing facilities with ball courts 
and play areas connected by a biking/jogging trail.

Aaron Bowman, MArch ‘09 
(Assoc. AIA, LEED—AP):
“These service learning classes help break 
down the students’ preconceptions and 
prejudices against unfamiliar communities 
and often help disparate communities find 
common ground to build upon.”
“These classes were a formative experience 
which has helped me focus my career as-
pirations toward a more community design 
oriented practice.”

Meghan Childers Elting, MLA '09:
“The largest benefit I experienced 
from my three years in the a.LINE.
ments studios was the opportunity 
to network and work on actual 
projects with professionals.”
“The a.LINE.ments studio is by far 
one of the most valuable features 
of the Department of Planning and 
Landscape Architecture.”

Ida Leigh Wood, MCP ‘09 :
“Our team, along with city officials, 
hosted numerous workshops to help 
residents identify their neighborhood’s 
strengths and weaknesses, thus, 
building relationships and the 
capacity for change.”
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Jeff Beacham, Executive Director, 
Conestee Foundation
“Projects like this are key in educating 
students about “real world applica-
tions,” and at the same time giving 
them primary academic training.”

Dan Powell, Planner, County of 
Greenville:
“The students put their full time and 
energy into the project by studying the 
existing built environment, analyzing 
trends, developing surveys, and work-
ing with the public to develop a plan 
and community vision.”

Jennifer Johnson, MLA ‘08 :
“I am honored to have been able to participate in the 
a.LINE.ments Studio…I feel I have an advantage over 
others in a similar position because of my a.LINE.
ments experience.”“The a.LINE.ments studio is 
impacting South Carolina at a variety of scales.”

Community Design Studio- Fall 2008
Professors Gstach and McCubbin
Department of Planning and Landscape Architecture, Clemson University

Main Street Streetscape Master Plan (Fairview Street to Trade Street)
Fountain Inn, SC

a project of:

1

1

0'
20'

40'
60'

Main Street at Fairview Street to Trade Street
Enhance pedestrian crossing and add turn lane

Streetscape 
street trees, plantings, seating, and 
lighting create pleasant downtown setting

Mid-block Crosswalk
allows for safe crossings away 
from busy intersections

Fairview Street
connection to interstate 385

Traffic-light Post
eliminates wire hanging traffic lights

Left Turn Lane
left turn lane to allow for free flowing traffic

Trade Street
celebrates entry to new Chamber 
of Commerce building

Trade Street
view to the improved Trade 
Street which limits traffic flow while 
improves pedestrian experience

Context Map
area of focus 

Main Street

A
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Crosswalk
improved pedestrian friendly crosswalk

A A'

Vehicular Circulation
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Fountain Inn is located 20 
miles southeast of Greenville, the 

nearest metropolitan area (Metro 
Population: 601,986).

Population: 6,017 (Census 2000) 
Elementary School Enrollment (K-5): 850

Average Annual Income: $43, 320
Median Home Value: $132,000 (citydata.com, 2007)

Community Engagement In the context 
of a landscape architecture studio at Clemson 
University, students evaluated a local community for 
walkability, made recommendations to improve it, and 
worked with local officials to design a plan for Safe 
Routes To School (SRTS). In addition to making 
visual assessments, a survey was designed and 
administered by graduate students in transportation 
planning to engage the Fountain Inn community in 
identifying priorities for improving walking conditions 
throughout the city. The student evaluations related 
to the SRTS plan not only benefited the community, 
but provided a pedagogical spring board for 
larger community design issues both physical 
and cultural. Comprehensive Analysis 
Phase one was an inventory of existing conditions 
related to walking and biking. The city was divided 
into eight zones. Each zone was evaluated by a 
team of students for street characteristics related 
to safety, such as physical condition of walkways, 
distance of path to street, level of street traffic, 
speed of traffic on adjacent streets, curbs, and 
crosswalks. The information was recorded as photos 
and drawings, and locations of these conditions 
were mapped. Student Driven From the 

evaluations, student teams made recommendations 
to create a system of walkways that link the entire 

community safely to Fountain Inn Elementary. Many 
of the neighborhoods are within easy walking distance, 

and with improvements to sidewalks, traffic patterns, and 
crosswalks the community can begin to encourage more 

walking to school. Other neighborhoods will be connected 
by a web of routes to bus stops or places where groups of 

bicyclers or walkers can meet. 

City of Fountain Inn, SC
Gary Long, Mayor

Eddie Case, City Administrator
Van Broad,Economic 

Development Director
Chris Barrineau, Recreation Director

Roger Case, Public Works Director
Fountain Inn City Council

Dan Powell, Greenville County Planner

Clemson University 
Department of Planning and 

Landscape Architecture
Elaine Worzala, 

Interim Department Head 
Mary Beth McCubbin, Director, 

a.LINE.ments studio

Community Design Studio
Mary Beth McCubbin, Professor

Doris Gstach, Professor

Jake Bachman  Virginia Baird
Noelle Castiglia  Drew Cheatham
JT Clark  Josh Elam
Felix Figueroa  Chris Harrison 
Arthur Johnson  Christa Jordan 
Shane Knight  Hazel Lewis 
Elliot Mauney  Brent McWhorter 
Russell Oliver  Leslee Purpura 
Jean Wilder  Jonathan Williams 
Phillip Wilson  JJ Wyatt
 

This project was completed in collaboration with 
Clemson University’s a.LINE.ments landscape 

architecture studio. The a.LINE.ments studio is a 
graduate student endeavor that works with independent 

projects engaging communities across the Southeast.

The map 
to the 
left is an 
example of 
the street-
by-street 
analysis 
performed 
by the 
students.

Student plan, section, and perspective drawings illustrate 
key features that impact walkability. 

Proposed SRTS 
Network
Student design 
recommendations 
were compiled in 
the map at left to 
create a network 
of safe routes 
to Fountain Inn 
Elementary 
School, shown in 
blue in the center 
of the map.
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Fountain Inn, South Carolina
Walkable Communities and Safe Routes to School:       

Planning Studio
Anne Dunning, 
Professor

David Myers  
Subha Pradhan 

2 lanes without lines

2 lanes with lines

3 lanes with a suicide lane

Detached Sidewalk

Attached Sidewalk

Walking Path

Future Detached Sidewalk

Future Crosswalk Application

Bicycle and Pedestrian Path

Improved Signage

Proposed

John Gardner, Economic Development 
Planner, City of Mauldin:
“Their plans produced a great deal of 
discussion and excitement and did 
exactly what we had hoped: their work 
broadened the vision of local officials 
and citizens about the potential develop-
ment of the Mauldin Cultural Center.”

O. L.  Johnson, Jr., 
Mayor of Little Mountain, SC 
“Their work led to a very success-
ful community-wide design day 
exercise with our citizens and 
included enthusiastic participation 
of fifth-grade students from our 
Little Mountain Elementary School.”
“Without the work of the 
a.LINE.ments Project and that of 
Mary Beth McCubbin’s leadership, 
our community would not have 
developed the citizen consensus, 
the pride and the public courage to 
carry forth with the adoption of the 
statutory infrastructure necessary 
to keep our community’s village-like 
atmosphere.”
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The Value of Service Learning: A Community 
Member’s Perspective

Robert M. Burns, Consultant
Pendleton, SC

Having served on the Board for Pennsylvania College of 
Technology for fifteen years, I am fully aware of the value of 
higher education. When I would be asked by the decision 
makers - entrenched in the hierarchy of education and poli-
tics and who questioned the value of essential programs -  I 
always replied, “If you think the cost of education is expensive, compare it to the price of 
ignorance.” Needless to say, there was stone silence.

Clemson’s Service-Learning initiatives have provided immeasurable value to South 
Carolina in general and to the Town of Pendleton specifically, especially in the past year. 
From assistance in developing a historical “health walking trail,” to help in evaluating 
demographics (the Buxton Study), to local impact studies, to student projects regarding 
the downtown (“Square”) and entrances to Town, Clemson students, and an extremely 
professional faculty, have demonstrated the value of Service -Learning to the commu-
nity. 

The mission of a land grant university  is to “Teach, research and engage.”  Clemson 
is making major contributions to the economy through their teaching, research, and 
service programs. They have reinforced their commitment to the public and cemented 
a relationship with Pendleton and its community leaders. Their value to us, and to the 
general public, is, in my opinion,  PRICELESS! 

68 percent of the service-learning 
courses offered in 2009-2010 were 
offered out of the College of Health, 
Education, and Human Development

Source: Office of Institutional Research
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Clemson University Service Alliance 
Kathy Woodard, Coordinator

214  Barre Hall
Clemson  SC 29634-0124

Phone: 864-656-0205
Fax: 864-656-1288

ckathy@clemson.edu
http://www.clemson.edu/public/servicealliance/index.html
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