SCAAE  Executive Board Meeting
Westin – Hilton Head, S.C.
January 25th, 2013

	NAAE Washington Trip – 
		Kevin explained that the NAAE has a political conference in Washington, DC and Pat Earle has been our state representative for many years. He has used the free registration for our state. 
		Bert stated that the representative cannot be a board member due to conflict.  This is due to the inability of a non-profit organization to lobby.
		After some discussion of money used for this trip in the past, some questions arose on who Pat Earle would select to join him and mentor, as well as, how much school support would be available on the financial end.

	Pat Earle was invited to speak to the board at this time.

	Pat provided information about the use of the financial support in the amount of $1000 towards the legislative dinner last year.  The benefit seen in his opinion was the ability to sit shoulder to shoulder with the House Ag Committee to create networks for future needs.
	Pat placed an official request on the floor of our board to support this legislative type event again this year in the same amount.  The event should be around March and all board members will be invited to attend.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Pat also stated that he has served as SC’s liaison for the NAAE Washington event (National Policy Seminar).  NAAE pays for one registration, but may also pay for additional registrations from one state depending on funding.  Pat noted that Perkins funding can assist with funding for registration for such events and even National FFA Convention registration.  His county has agreed to pay half of his remaining trip again this year.  He stated the trip usually costs approximately $800, in addition, to the registration costs.  Last year, it cost the SCAAE $400 to send Pat on the trip.  He stated that there is at least one agriculture teacher per state in attendance usually.

	Mindy asked Pat if he would plan to speak about his experiences to the teachers each year and who he would like to begin coaching and take along on this type of trip with him.  Pat stated that he would give some tips of how to pick who would go.  He suggested someone who can be careful in their statements.  It must be someone who loves what they do, can talk to people, and represent us well based on their classroom experiences.  

	Kip suggested an application to use to help in determining a good candidate to begin attending with Pat each year. 

	Mindy asked for clarification on Bert’s statement that the candidate should not be a board member.  Pat stated that he did not believe that it is a conflict because a board member is still an agriculture teacher first.  He stated that some schools send the board president each year.  Mindy stated that she believes we should send the same person to establish a familiar face and relationship for future needs.

	Josh made the motion that we support Pat’s trip this year with $400 towards travel and allowing him to use the free registration.  Robert seconded.  Motions passes.

	Annette suggested that we announce that we are seeking letters of interest for a candidate for the National Policy Seminar during the Spring meeting.  Letters would be due at summer conference.
	Keith suggested the letter should include:
· Legislative contacts
· Commitment to the task	

Kip suggested a committee of Pat, a state staff member, and a board member who would not wish to attend.  Kip also asked that state staff provide bullets for spring meeting of what type of person is being sought after.  Requirements of the person will also be presented at the spring meeting including the payment and term expected.

Josh made the motion that talking points be presented at the spring meeting and letters be submitted to state staff by July 1 for those members who are interested in participating.  Judging will be done by a state staff member, a board member not in the running, and Pat Earle.  Robin seconded. Motion passes.

Darla made the motion that we support the educational dinner in the amount of $1000. Josh seconded. Motion passes.

Blake stated that he has asked that former National FFA President, Beau Williamson, serve as our speaker for the banquet and present some workshops.  Mr. Parris is working to pay for room and board if we can pay for his flight.  

Bert made the motion that we ask Beau Williamson to serve as our speaker and provide funding for his flight. Motion was seconded and passed.

	  Kevin asked Billy if we could survey teachers for workshop ideas.  Billy said definitely.  Send ideas to Kevin’s email.

	Winter Officer Retreat meeting date has been set for March 11th at Frankie’s Fun Park at 4:15pm.

	Meeting was adjourned at 5:56pm

Minutes Respectfully Submitted by,

	Mindy W. Sandifer

	



	
