
Invasive or Not?  Fig Buttercup
Ficaria verna

Marsh Marigold
Caltha palustris

Fig Buttercup has thickened, fingerlike, tuberous roots.

Fig Buttercup has 3 pouch-like sepals, and its yellow 
petals are slightly darker at the base. It usually has 
8 petals, but sometimes 6-26 or more.

Fig Buttercup has dark green kidney or heart 
shaped leaves with pronounced veins underneath.

Fig Buttercup’s clusters and clumps can combine to 
form a continuous carpet.

Invasive

Marsh Marigold has 
glossy round, heart or 
kidney shaped leaves.

Marsh Marigold has 5-9 yellow petal-like sepals.

Marsh Marigold grows in clusters or clumps, 
never in a continuous mat.

Use these characteristics to distinguish 
between native Marsh Marigold and  
the invasive Fig Buttercup.


