
 
Ashley Cooper Stormwater Education Consortium 

 
Wednesday, August 15, 2007 

Lonnie Hamilton Public Services Building 
1:00 – 3:00 PM 

 

 
Agenda 

 
1:00 PM Welcome  

 
  

Item 1:  General Timeline for Strategic Plan 
 

  
Item 2:  Education Strategy Discussion 
     Target Audiences, Target Pollutants, Target Land Uses 
 

  
Item 3:  Potential Education Partners 
     Primary and Secondary 
 

  
Item 4:  County/Municipality Resolution 
 

  
Item 5:  Other Items 
     Blog site, DHEC QLP Letter 8-7-07 
 

 
3:00 PM 

 
Adjourn 
 

  
  
 



Ashley Cooper Stormwater Education Consortium 
Cooperators Meeting 

Charleston County, Lonnie Hamilton Public Works Building 
1:00-3:00 PM 

August 15, 2007  
 

Meeting Summary 
 

In Attendance: 
 
Name   Representing   Email 
Ana Harp  Hanahan   aharp@cityofhanahan.com 
Marie Fredrickson Hanahan   mfredrickson@cityofhanahan.com 
John Peckham  North Charleston  jpeckham@northcharleston.org 
Mike Dalrymple North Charleston  mdalrymple@northcharleston.org 
Doug Tompkins Dorchester Co.  dtompkins@dorchestercounty.net 
Frank Carson  Berkeley Co.   fcarson@co.berkeley.sc.us 
Bonnie Miley  Berkeley Co.    bmiley@co.berkeley.sc.us 
Stuart Ruelle  Charleston Co.   sruelle@charlestoncounty.org 
Russ Cornette  Summerville   rwcornette@summerville.gov 
Cal Sawyer  Clemson University/CES calvins@clemson.edu 
Dave Joyner  Clemson University/CES djoyner@clemson.edu 
 
  

Cal Sawyer welcomed everyone and started a round of brief introductions.   
 
ITEM 1:  Timeline for Education Strategic Work Plan 
 
 Dave Joyner introduced the topic, with Cal adding information and lessons 
learned from previous experience with Coastal Waccamaw Stormwater Education 
Consortium.  The proposed plan is to work backward from the deadline of May 31, 2008 
(9 months from Sept. 1, 2007 Phase II effective date) for the work plan.  A DRAFT of the 
education plan was offered for early spring, with the final approval of the plan at least 30 
days prior to the EPA/SC DHEC deadline.  The timeframe of early spring, sometime in 
late March/Early April, for the DRAFT copy was agreed to by the cooperators.  Cal 
mentioned that there is flexibility in the schedule, and that we were just addressing a 
general time schedule.  Everyone agreed that 30 days was plenty of time to review the 
DRAFT.  A goal of producing the FINAL work plan about a month (April 31) before the 
deadline was agreed.  There was a question of public input and public review of the final 
document, and Cal replied that it was not required, but we could do that if desired.  Dave 
Joyner mentioned that the document could be put on the future ACSEC website. 
 
 
 
 
 



ITEM 2:  Education Strategy Discussion: 
 
 Dave Joyner introduced the topic, beginning with previous needs assessments that 
have been conducted statewide by SC-DHEC and internally among the ACSEC 
consortium members.  The DHEC survey “Public Perceptions And Concern About 
Runoff Pollution” is available online at:   
 
http://www.scdhec.gov/environment/water/ms4/docs/npssurvey.pdf 
 
Another study, not discussed at the meeting, regarding community associations and 
stormwater management is also available online at:   
 
http://www.cofc.edu/~uses/CommunityAssociationsAndStormwaterManagement.pdf 
 
Summary Results from the ACSEC survey will be attached in an email sent to the 
ACSEC listserve. 
 
 Dave Joyner proposed a general education strategy that would address stormwater 
education from three angles:  Target Audiences, Target Pollutants, and Target Land-Uses.  
The idea was generally well-received by the consortium members, with additional ideas 
given to refine specific target audiences.  Stuart Ruelle mentioned there was no category 
for industry, citing restaurants as an example.  Dave Joyner mentioned that they could 
possibly be classified under commercial, but both agreed that was a very broad category 
that would need to be refined.  Joyner also noted there was quite a bit of industry on the 
Cooper River, and they should have individual stormwater plans that DHEC reviews and 
monitors.  Cal mentioned that he liked the three-angle approach as well.  The goal of the 
three-angle strategy was outlined to provide a robust coverage of all potential non-point 
sources of pollution.  The method is overlapping as well, and provides a framework to 
design specific education mechanisms to target audiences.   Joyner also mentioned the 
two major components of the education strategy:  Information Sources and Advertising.  
Cal also included mechanisms to reach the audiences. 
 
Item 3:  Potential Education Partners 
 

Dave Joyner and Cal Sawyer introduced this topic.  Joyner outlined primary (Tier 
I) and secondary (Tier II) level approach, which is based on Coastal Waccamaw’s SEC 
experiences.  A “core” group of three or four education providers tend to do most of the 
outreach and involvement activities.  Frank Carson mentioned that the primary education 
providers would be there for the long haul, whereas the secondary would be more 
intermittent/opportunistic with their involvement.  Joyner also mentioned that the 
potential partners need to be aligned with consortium goals and willing to cooperate—
which did not appear to be a problem based on some initial contact with a few potential 
partners.  Also, Joyner noted both public outreach AND public involvement measures 
need to be addressed to maintain minimum EPA phase three measures.  Public 
involvement includes, based on EPA documents, water quality monitoring, paint the 
drain campaigns, and including a public voice in meetings and other community 



activities.  Finally, Sawyer and Joyner added that the group should consider a cross-
section of representation from the following groups:  Academic, Non-Profit, Agency, and 
Other.  The consortium agreed and members came up with the following list of 
candidates to contact: 
 
Academic 
College of Charleston (Master’s Environmental Studies Program, Dept. of Education) 
The Citadel (Engineering, Biology) 
Charleston Southern (Will check their individual programs) 
Trident Tech 
MUSC (maybe) 
 
Non-Profit 
Chamber of Commerce 
Charleston County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Michaux Conservancy (WQ monitoring potential) and Sustainability Institute (Noisette 
Foundation Non-Profit Umbrella) 
Spirit of South Carolina (youth program focus—WQ monitoring potential) 
 
Agency 
South Carolina Sea Grant Consortium 
Charleston-Berkeley-Dorchester Council of Governments (CBD COG) 
ACE Basin NERR-Coastal Training Program 
SC DNR-Water Resources Division 
SC DHEC—Watershed Outreach Coordinator 
US Geological Survey (USGS) 
 
Other 
Teacher representatives from each county, or at least one teacher representative 
 
*Please email Dave Joyner (djoyner@clemson.edu) with additional education partner 
candidates 
 
ITEM 4:  Resolution 
 
 Cal introduced this topic, bringing up timing and language issues.  The focus of 
the discussion was the membership criteria in the consortium and how to potentially 
allow other MS4’s in the watershed to join later down the road, if that situation were to 
arise.  It was decided that a signed resolution plus membership in Carolina Clear are both 
necessary to be a member of the Ashley Cooper Stormwater Education Consortium.  The 
consortium members felt the language was adequate (Mike Dalrymple added that they 
may add that the municipality is a Carolina Clear community) and required only one 
council meeting to approve.  Cal mentioned that of all the MS4’s in CWSEC, there was 
not one dissenting vote on the non-binding resolution.  Members asked that an electronic 
copy be sent to everyone.  Also noted, a couple members mentioned if Cal/Dave had 



contacted City of Charleston about consortium.  The stormwater educator had left 
recently and they may be receptive to consortium membership. 
 
ITEM 5:  Other Points 
 

Blog-Dave Joyner outlined benefits of blog (renamed “forum”) to facilitate 
communication among consortium members.  The listserve will still be used, but the 
forum will fill a void in ease of use.  There was concern over the use, as no one 
considered themselves a “blogger”, but Joyner reassured that the blog is very user 
friendly.  It was agreed that everyone will give it a try. 

 
DHEC Letter-Not much discussion, other than general feeling that not much had 

changed. 
 
ACSEC Logo-Joyner mentioned that a logo was needed as unifying symbol of 

consortium.  Everyone agreed and Cal mentioned that Clemson PSA has a graphic artist 
program.  A general plan was to commission 3-5 logos to be voted on by the consortium. 

 
Next meeting is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, November 6, 2007.  Location 

to be determined. 
 

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 3 PM.   

 
 

 
 
 
 


