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1:00 – 3:00 PM 

 

 
Agenda 

 
1:00 PM Welcome  

 
  

Item 1:  ACSEC Program Update 
 
              -Potential Education Partners 
              -Recent and Future Activities 
               
 

  
Item 2:  Create Draft Outline for Education Plan 
 
              -Establish Goal Statement 
              -Objectives 
              -Target Audiences 
              -Reporting 
 

  
Item 3:  Contract Status Discussion 
 

  
Item 4:  County/Municipality Resolution Status 
 

  
Item 5:  View and Discuss Logos 
 

  
Item 6:  Regulatory Update 
 

 
3:00 PM 

 
Adjourn 
 

  
 



Ashley Cooper Stormwater Education Consortium 
Cooperators Meeting 

Charleston County, Lonnie Hamilton Public Works Building 
1:00-4:00 PM 

November 6, 2007  
 

Meeting Summary 
 

In Attendance: 
 
Name   Representing   Email 
John Peckham  North Charleston  jpeckham@northcharleston.org 
Mike Dalrymple North Charleston  mdalrymple@northcharleston.org 
Joe Fersner  Woolpert   joe.fersner@woolpert.com 
Doug Tompkins Berkeley Co.   dtompkins@bcwsa.com 
Clint Busby  Berkeley Co.   cbusby@co.berkeley.sc.us 
Steve Robinson Folly Beach   sgrobinson@msn.com 
Chuck Jarman  Charleston Co.   cjarman@charlestoncounty.org 
Cal Sawyer  Clemson University/CES calvins@clemson.edu 
Dave Joyner  Clemson University/CES djoyner@clemson.edu 
 
Summary: 
 
 Dave Joyner welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for their 
attendance.   
 
ITEM 1:  ACSEC Program Update-Potential Education Providers-Primary 
 
Joyner had made contact with four providers that have been preliminarily identified as 
“primary”, meaning they will be more actively involved in the consortium activities.  He 
began with SC Sea Grant, who was identified as an ideal partner considering their 
program goals of research, education, and extension.  Joyner noted that a meeting was 
held between Bob Bacon, extension leader, and Denise Sanger, assistant director of 
research and planning.  Rick DeVoe, executive director, could not make the meeting but 
sent his apologies as well as support of the effort.  Bob and Denise both supported the 
consortium idea and looked forward to the partnership.  Denise outlined local research 
(tidal creeks project-understanding linkages between creeks and urban sprawl), which she 
was co-PI on, that would be ideal to support regional NEMO (Non-Point Education for 
Municipal Officials) programs.  Chuck Jarman added that at a recent Conference of the 
Southeastern Stormwater Association (SESWA), he had been exposed to a similar 
consortium program that was very diverse and successful.  Also, he is the president of the 
2008 conference (Oct. 13) and it is being held in Charleston.  There is a Feb. 1st call for 
papers 
 
The second provider listed was SC DNR-NERR ACE Basin CTP (Coastal Training 
Program), and Discovery MEP (Marine Education Program).  Joyner highlighted the 



parallel between the ACE Basin CTP and their counterpart NERR North Inlet CTP, 
which is a member of the CWSEC.  He had met with Rebecca Szivak in September and 
she was on board with the partnership.  ACE Basin CTP caters to land, natural resource, 
and other coastal managers and has a history of water-oriented, especially stormwater, 
programs.  The Discovery MEP is also supporting 4-H20 pontoon classroom summer 
camps scheduled for June and July 2008. 
 
Third provider introduced by Joyner was College of Charleston-MES program.  A 
meeting between Joyner, Dr. Mike Katuna-program director, and Dr. Kem Fronabarger 
took place several weeks ago and the response was favorable; however, there was a need 
to meet with a broader audience in the program and outline/formalize the partnership in 
more detail.  A general timeframe of mid-January has been set for that meeting, which 
will include Cal Sawyer.  Chuck Jarman added that he had been in a meeting with CofC 
officials and had mentioned the consortium, which they were interested in as well.  
Jarman particularly mentioned the Dixie Plantation tract near Hollywood, SC that is 
owned by CofC.  Jarman noted CofC will attempt a platinum-LEED certification within 
the development.  He also noted the potential to work with BMP research at the site, and 
collaborating with Bill Hunt and his team at NC State.  Cal Sawyer also noted the ability 
to work with an intern.  Joyner elaborated that the program is always looking for possible 
internships for their students, and it’s a good reciprocal relationship.  Cal and Dave noted 
that an intern per year would greatly add to the consortium as well as to the student; 
helping to support particular program objectives.  Joyner also noted, the College of 
Charleston has other programs, such as the education and marine biology programs, 
which could support the consortium goals down the road. 
 
The Michaux Conservancy was the final primary-level education partner for the early 
phases of the ACSEC discussed.  Joyner outlined meetings with Michaux director Megan 
Barkes as well as Dr. Leslie Sautter, and noted their willingness to be a primary 
education provider for the consortium.  Joyner also identified the plans for the restoration 
of the Noisette Preserve and the support of public participation efforts, which is a Phase 
II minimum control measure, through water sampling and other such activities.  The area 
offers many stormwater BMP’s and Joyner also noted that Megan talked about a future 
carbon-neutral or even a carbon-sink facility that is planned for the future Michaux 
Conservancy Center.  The geography of Michaux was also highlighted: proximity to 
Cooper River, within a developed region, in a minority-dominated area of North 
Charleston, on the old Navy Base-Noisette rehabilitation project.  He noted the potential 
was very good to support multiple education programs and the willingness of the 
Michaux team. 
 
Joyner also mentioned talks with other supporting education providers, but noted that the 
distinction would be in the area of activity.  The list included:   
 

• Spirit of South Carolina (Youth) 
• Sustainability Institute (Homeowners) 
• Public Schools (Youth) 
• Citadel (General Public) 



• SC Aquarium (General Public) 
• County Soil and Water Conservation Districts (General Public-Land 

Managers) 
• Chamber of Commerce (Commercial) 
• Visitors Center (Tourism) 
• COSEE-SouthEast (Teachers) 

 
 
The supporting education providers would have, generally, a more passive or specific 
role, such as hosting sites for information and workshops (SC Aquarium, Charleston 
Visitors Center, Chambers, Sustainability Institute); individual events (Spirit of SC); or 
supporting education (Public Schools and Citadel).  When Cal asked the group of other 
potential education partners, several were mentioned: NRCS (Jarman mentioned they 
were (partly?) responsible for part of a FTE position and that they should be on board), 
BCD COG, SC DHEC, Project Impact-FEMA, NOAA-CSC, Parks and Rec.  Cal 
addressed DHEC and said they may want to keep them in the loop but that they were 
essentially the regulating agency and that the consortium relationship should not be 
formal.  People agreed that BCD COG should be on board at some level and Cal would 
try to talk to members of the board that were identified in the meeting (Steve?).  Cal also 
mentioned that he used to work for NOAA CSC and they had a national mission and 
were careful about taking on too much local (SC) based efforts.  Also, Joyner mentioned 
they would not be considered an active participant because of their broad internal 
missions.  The NRCS FTE for WQ education has not been filled, and we (Cal, Chuck, 
Joyner, other?) will pursue the issue. 
 
Joyner also discussed recent and planned future activities.  Recent events included 
creating the web forum and taking classes to be the in-house web master for the future 
ACSEC website.  Jarman mentioned there should be a website sub-committee to guide 
these efforts and provide oversight of the links and info available.  Also, Carolina Clear 
had a display at the Coastal Carolina Fair.  Beach Sweep and River Sweep was held in 
September and Joyner led a group at Long Branch Creek, removing 41 bags of trash and 
21 bags of recycling.  Joyner was also creating a GIS-based database for activities to 
include a spatial component to the event documentation.  Future activities included 4-
H20 pontoon classroom summer camps.  Joyner mentioned he had a meeting that 
morning with the 4-H agents that went well and the camp was going to be really good—
exploring the Cooper River from Lake Moultrie to Charleston Harbor.  Also, Spirit of SC 
Fall and Spring in-school trips were going to take place once things were moving.  
NEMO presentations were also in the planning stages, as well as Enviroscape Education 
and Rain Garden Demonstrations. 
 
ITEM 2:  Draft Outline for Education Plan 
 
Joyner introduced this topic, indicating that the group needed to develop the ACSEC 
Goal Statement.  Ideas were discussed and the CWSEC goal was read for reference.  The 
group wanted to differ from the CWSEC on many levels, such as the federal requirement 



aspect and the economy aspect.  Many cited “short and to the point” goal statements and 
the following comments were thrown out: 
 
Fishable and swimable 
Shellfish and recreation 
Preserve, enhance, improve water quality 
Stewardship, sustain,  
 
Some mini-statements were created: 
 
Maintain and enhance water quality 
Address flood control issues 
Manage our natural resources 
Clearinghouse of education 
 
[Cal, could you email me your notes to add here] 
 
Objectives were identified as the mechanisms to achieve the goal 
The group agreed that the goal statement would be the first online dialogue for the web 
forum.  The rest of the outline items were pretty standard fare…target audiences, 
reporting, etc. that the group had already commented on. 
 
ITEM 3-Contract Status 
 
Charleston County—in procurement, should be on Dec. agenda, James Island would be 
added through the IGA (intergovernmental agreement). 
North Charleston—Should be on a December timeframe 
Berkeley County—Resolution and Contract has been signed and was given to Cal (way 
to go!) **There was a typo that may need to be fixed on other contracts** 
Dorchester—Doug commented that although he was not there anymore (now 
representing Berkeley Co.) that they have the $$ and would give us a contact 
Hanahan—no representative (Ana and Marie were sick), but they have their resolution 
signed…not sure of contract 
Summerville—included within the Dorchester Co contract. 
 
ITEM 4-Resolution Status 
 
Essentially the same as Item 3:  On agendas for Dorchester and Charleston Co and North 
Charleston for December.  Need to address individual resolutions for the municipalities 
that Chas Co is covering. 
Group also noted that City of Charleston has hired an MS4 coordinator and may be open 
to consortium membership.  Cal was going to follow up with an email. 
 
 
 
 



 
ITEM 5—LOGOS 
 
Joyner noted that some of the logos were still in process and those on the slide 
represented only two of the graphic artists work.  The bottom two were just to provide 
reference for the basic logo ideas that were being created (hands pooling water and a 
water-drop).  The logo with blue wavy lines was discounted because it looked like 
another medicine logo.  People said the water drop has been done so much that it was not 
particularly unique.  The upper left logo with a bird and marsh grass seemed to be liked 
and could be built on.  Joyner said they would elaborate and clean that one up, making 
sure to keep the letters big enough to read.  The group wanted to build on the old saying 
that the Cooper and Ashley converge to form the Atlantic Ocean.  Joyner’s photo from 
the end of the presentation was thought to be a way to represent that, so a logo will be 
built on using that photo and also be put on the web forum.  Refined logos will be 
available online for discussion and two or three will be ready for the next meeting. 
 
ITEM 6—Regulatory Update. 
 
Not much discussion by the group regarding this item.  There was some talk about trying 
to get DHEC to use digital copies of documents to reduce paper issues.  Joe Fersner, who 
used to work at DHEC, said there were some federal guidelines regarding paper copies.  
Digital copies were easier to tamper with and were not allowed by federal requirements. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at approximately 4PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


