
Richland Countywide Stormwater Consortium  

Meeting Agenda 
 

Wednesday, September 8, 2014 

10AM – 11:30 AM 

 Arcadia Lakes Town Hall 

6911 N. Trenholm Rd., Suite 2 

 

Type of Meeting: Continuing Development of Stormwater Education Plan and Decision-Making for the 

Richland Countywide Stormwater Consortium 

Meeting Facilitator: Mary Caflisch, Clemson Carolina Clear  

10:00-10:05 Welcome & Meeting Purpose Mary Caflisch 

10:05-10:20 Outreach Activity Updates All Present  

10:20-10:35 LID: Residential Builders Interview Results Mary Caflisch 

10:35-11:00 Program Planning: Backyard Landscaping Series All Present 

11:00-11:25 Brainstorming: Midlands Pond Conference All Present 

11:25-11:30 
 
Wrap-Up 

 

Mary Caflisch  

 

 

Visit us online at www.clemson.edu/carolinaclear/rcsc 

www.facebook.com/midlandsstormwater 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.clemson.edu/carolinaclear/rcsc
http://www.facebook.com/midlandsstormwater


Attendance: 

Chenille Williams Richland County Stormwater Department 

Erich Miarka  Gills Creek Watershed Association 

Christine Murphy Town of Arcadia Lakes 

Chanda Cooper Richland County Conservation District 

Mary Caflisch  Carolina Clear 

 

Minutes: 

The meeting began with a review of recent and upcoming activities as well as ongoing projects. 

Recent Activities 

• Congaree Riverkeeper After Work Kayak Trip – July 24 

• Gills Creek: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow – July 31 

• Rain barrel workshop for St Michael and All Angels' Episcopal Church – Aug. 7 

• GCWA Adopt-A-Highway Cleanup – Aug. 8 

• Congaree Riverkeeper “Save Our Water” Pint Night – Aug. 21, Aug. 26, Sept. 21  

• Summer Celebration of Water – Aug. 23 

• Green Infrastructure Presentation – Aug. 27, Central Midlands Council of Governments 

• Congaree Riverkeeper 1
st
 Thursday Jamboree fundraiser – Sept. 4 

• Water Education Summit – Sept. 8-10, Asheville, NC 

• Presentations by Mary Caflisch and Chenille Williams 

• River Sweep Cleanups – Sept. 20 

• Keep the Midlands Beautiful: Saluda River at Riverbanks Zoo 

• Congaree Riverkeeper: Congaree River from Gervais St. Bridge to Rosewood Landing 

• GCWA: Sesquicentennial State Park, Cary Lake and Crowson Road 

• GCWA presentation for Columbia Council of Neighborhoods – Sept. 25 

• GCWA Urban Paddle and Picnic – Sept. 28 

• Gills Creek Watershed Lake Summit – Sept. 29 

• Green is Good for Business Conference – Sept. 30, Partners for Healthy Watersheds display 

• Carolina Yards presentation for Spring Valley Garden Club – Oct. 1 

• Rain garden installation and workshop – Clemson Sandhill REC, Oct. 2 

• Green Apple Day of Service Project –Meadowfield Elementary School, Oct. 3 

• Richland County Stormwater exhibit at Richland Runs event – Oct. 4 

• GCWA presentation for USC Geography class – Oct. 7 

 

Upcoming Activities 

• Carolina Yards demonstration garden installation – Clemson Sandhill REC, Multiple work dates, 

October-November, Master Gardeners 

• Green Apple Day of Service Project – Oct. 10, Montessori School of Columbia 

• Richland County Neighborhood Planning Conference – Oct. 11, Columbia Metropolitan 

Convention Center 

• Invasive Species Removal Work Day – Oct. 11, Granby Park 

• South Carolina Water Resources Conference – Oct. 15-16, Columbia Metro. Convention Center 

• Arcadia Lakes Town Picnic – Oct. 19, Tree of Life  

• GCWA Annual Meeting – Nov. 13, Forest Lake Presbyterian Church 

 

Additional Programs and News 

Chenille Williams is preparing materials to assist the floodplain manager in educating real estate 

agents about homes in floodways. Mary Caflisch suggested that these materials include information 



about how Low Impact Development tools can be used to manage stormwater and possible reduce 

flooding. Chenille suggested that this discussion be taken up with the Richland County New 

Development office.   

Sustainable Midlands wants to hire a coordinator for the Rocky Branch Watershed Alliance.  

They have a new Sustainable Midlands coordinator, but he has limited time for Rocky Branch. 

 

Low Impact Development: Interview Compilation For Local Builders, Both Volume Builders And 

Small Business Builders - Reginald Robinson, USC Intern, Spring and Summer 2014 

Mary Caflisch provided a summary of the document prepared by USC intern Reginald Robinson, 

giving the results of his Low Impact Development (LID) project.  Reginald was unable to present his 

results at the meeting because of his work schedule. Reginald interviewed local builders in Richland 

County regarding their knowledge and attitudes about LID.  

Background: There are approximately 140 residential builders in Richland County. The county 

has experienced a 3.8% growth in population from 2010 to 2013, creating a steadily growing market 

for new homes. An estimated 22,000 housing units were built in Richland County in the last five 

years. Few projects include LID; most of the ones that did were commercial, not residential. 

Builders were divided into two categories: volume builders and small builders. Important 

findings of interviews with volume builders were as follows. Volume builders had some general 

knowledge of LID and its benefits. Two out of five had training or had attended a workshop on LID.  

They were not familiar with potential cost savings of LID (increase number of buildable lots, reduce 

infrastructure costs, etc.). They had concerns about losing money by installing an unfamiliar practice 

incorrectly. One stated, “Why would I risk saving five to ten thousand dollars with a technology that 

is new?  I could lose thirty to forty thousand dollars if I get it wrong and have to redo it.  That is a 

risk that most builders are not willing to take.” The volume builders were also unfamiliar with 

financial incentives for implementing LID (i.e. Open Space Code). They felt that there was a lack of 

interest from homebuyers, and did not think homebuyers would appreciate the benefits of LID if 

informed. One stated, “If anything, buyers are trying to make cuts. Adding cost to a buyer is not 

going to happen. I’ve never seen it.  Buyers are trying to get as much house [square footage] for 

their dollar as possible.” They commented that they were not required by regulations to use LID, 

and were comfortable managing storm water by the conventional route. They were unfamiliar with 

the intricacies of planning, designing, implementing, and maintaining LID applications. 

Important findings of interviews with small builders were as follows. Small builders had little or 

no knowledge of LID. They primarily build single lots and typically contract out stormwater 

management design. The idea of reducing the cost of grading and landscaping was appealing to the 

small builders. They were unaware of Open Space Code. 

Reginald had provided several recommendations based on his research. Formal training for home 

builders would be well received and useful. This was the most common response when builders were 

asked what they needed to be better equipped to implement LID.  They needed general knowledge, 

rather than information on specific BMPs. They should be provided with more information on cost 

savings. Several formats would be acceptable: workshops, educational packets, etc. He 

recommended that information about the Open Space code be presented along with LID training to 

provide incentive. Training for engineers and contractors is also recommended. If the county passes 

regulations requiring LID, that would be the most effective way to get builders to use LID. Outreach 

to homebuyers would also increase their willingness to use it, if homebuyers were asking for LID. 

 

Program Planning: Backyard Landscaping Series  

RCSC successfully held a four-part series on backyard landscaping topics in 2013 and 2014, and 

the education plan includes this event for 2015. The purpose of this event is to promote Carolina 

Yards principles and water-friendly landscaping practices. Mary proposed holding the series on 



Tuesdays in March, 6:00-7:00. The group discussed whether to hold the event at the Cooper Library 

again or move it to another location. Mary has received multiple requests from interested citizens 

who wanted a program like this in the Northeast and Irmo areas. It was agreed that it would be better 

to move the event around. Mary will find out what libraries have adequate meeting rooms where we 

could host the presentation series. The maximum attendance has been around 20 people, so the 

meeting room selected should accommodate at least 30. Next, the group discussed presentation 

topics. Topics selected for 2015 were turf management, shorescaping, pest management, and 

pollinator gardens. Marie Daniels was suggested as a speaker for the pollinator garden presentation.  

It was suggested that we also consider the possibility of installing on-site demonstrations of 

different Carolina Yard practices in different parts of the county. Using the list of certified Carolina 

Yards for the county, we could ask homeowners with Carolina Yards if they would like to host a 

yard visit for the public to see a Carolina Yard in action.   

 

Brainstorming: Midlands Pond Conference 

Carolina Clear has hosted several successful pond conferences on the coast in the past few years. 

The most recent was held in Charleston on May 22, 2014. This was a full one-day conference with 

plenary sessions, concurrent sessions, vendors and a pond tour covering inspection and maintenance. 

We have many ponds in the Midlands, but our needs and concerns may be different from the Coast. 

Chanda Cooper asked if the conference could include farm ponds and recreational fish ponds as well 

as stormwater ponds. She recommended not billing it as a “Stormwater Pond” conference because 

that would limit attendance. She also recommended offering pesticide applicator continuing 

education credits as a way to attract more attendees. Issues with Midlands ponds that may not have 

been covered at the coastal conferences include dam safety, irrigation, and how to install a new pond 

(permits, site selection, etc.). It was asked whether the Richland County pond maintenance policy 

could be ready in time for a Spring 2015 conference. Erich Miarka said that he had been working 

with Quinton Epps on this policy, and they could possibly have a final draft in a month. They are 

currently running simulations to see how the policy might work. Quinton is currently transitioning 

from stormwater manager to conservation department director, which may affect this project. The 

progress of the pond policy also will depend on whether it has to go through council and have three 

readings for approval. If not, it may be passed by May.  Chanda suggested if it does not look like the 

policy will be ready in time that we push the conference back to November, which is a less busy 

time anyway. Chanda said that the Richland Conservation District would be interested in helping 

with the conference. She has a list of speakers for agriculture pond topics. 

Erich would like a presentation at the conference covering the economic impact of having a pond 

on one’s property. This should include direct impacts, such as house values, and indirect impact such 

as value added from flood control. For the concurrent sessions the group discussed having two 

tracks: a stormwater pond track and a farm/recreation pond track.  

The cost of the conference was brought up, and Erich asked if we could possibly set the 

registration fee at $25. That would help to draw the audience that we want (homeowners, farmers, 

etc.). The registration for the Charleston conference was much higher, and most of their attendees 

were engineers and professional pond management companies.  Expenses will include facility rental 

and lunch, as well as other expenses. It may be hard to keep the registration at $25 unless the 

consortium or county pays for a large portion of the cost. We may be able to scale the conference 

down in order to keep cost low. Everyone felt that this was a worthwhile program for the upcoming 

year. 

 

With no additional business, the meeting concluded at 11:30AM. 

 
 


