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REGISTRATION (ONLINE THROUGH MG STORE)

Insulated Master Gardener Branded Grocery Bag
Keynote Speaker
Concurrent Sessions
Morning Beverage Station
Lunch (wrap, chips, pasta salad, and cookie)

Chicken Caesar Wrap - grilled chicken, parmesan cheese, lettuce, tomato, and Caesar dressing
in a spinach wrap.
Club Wrap - ham, turkey, bacon, cheddar cheese, lettuce, tomato, and honey mustard in a
sundried tomato wrap.
Southwestern Veggie Wrap - black beans, corn, spinach, tomato, red onion, and hummus in a
spinach wrap.
Special Dietary Needs - Please select this option if you have a special dietary need so that we
can work with you and the conference facility.

Afternoon Beverage Station
Vendors/Exhibitors

Registration will open on Monday, August 29.  Sign up by September 11 to save $10. The pre-
conference tour of Riverbanks Zoo & Garden is available as an add-on to either early or regular
registration. Registration is non-refundable and closes on October 9. Once you have registered, you
will receive an email confirmation containing a link to the Conference Selection Form.  Use this form
to make your conference and lunch selections. 

Early Registration (8/29 - 9/11): $55
Regular Registration (9/12 - 10/9): $65
Pre-Conference Tour Add-On: $10

Registration Includes

CONFERENCE LOGISTICS & REGISTRATION

Join us on Wednesday, October 19 at 1:00 PM for a
special tour of Riverbanks Zoo & Garden in
Columbia. Staff horticulturists will be stationed
around the garden to chat with participants and
answer questions.  This is a great opportunity if
you're in the Columbia area or plan to travel in
ahead of time.  This tour is limited to 50 people so
be sure to sign up early.  Meeting location details
will be emailed a few days before the tour.

PRE-CONFERENCE TOUR ADD ON



CONFERENCE AGENDA



 SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

KEYNOTE 9:00 AM - 10:15 AM

Conservation Of South Carolina's Botanical Heritage: A Special Flora And Its Future

Since the 1700s, the unique places of South Carolina have lured botanists, leading them to scour the
state from the coast to the mountains to find special plants. Today, new plants are still being
discovered by modern botanists, a testament to our biodiversity. But a new task now faces today's
botanists to not only document new species but to protect many of them from extinction. Drawing on a
legacy of botanical exploration by our predecessors, Keith will discuss new discoveries and the actions
being taken across the state to conserve our imperiled flora.

SESSION 1 10:45 AM - 11:45 AM

Planting For Pollinators

Learn some of the best plants to attract a wide variety of pollinators and other beneficial insects.

Drip Irrigation Basics

Drip irrigation can be wonderful tool or an ongoing problem. The presentation covers installation tips,
operation guidelines, potential pitfalls, and an actual tabletop assembly of a simple drip system.

Sustainable Landscape Design

This presentation will look at ways to use best practices in designing landscapes for South Carolina
including: how to conduct a site analysis, principles of design, permaculture principles, choosing plants
that provide ecological services, and more!

Healing Gardens: Hospitals And More

What makes a space healing? Historical and contemporary places and research are shared that illustrate
healing elements that result in reduced stress and enhanced wellness. Local and international theme-
based healing gardens are also identified. 

SESSION 2 12:50 PM - 1:35 PM

Ergonomics For The Home Gardener

Ergonomics is the science of learning how to design and arrange things people use to do things more
efficiently and safely. Applying ergonomic principles to gardening can help seasoned gardeners and new
beginners stay safe and nimble. Learn the core factors and body movements to work smarter, not
harder, in the garden. Tool demonstrations, body posture and mechanics, and fine motor skills
awareness will be discussed.



SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

SESSION 2 12:50 PM - 1:35 PM

The Rarest Plant In SC? An Adventure Story

Botanists often travel to far-away places which feature special habitats in order to search for new plant
species. The forests of Madagascar, Indonesia, and the Amazon Basin come to mind as “hot spots” for
recently named and described new plant species. But sometimes, new plant species are discovered
right in a botanist’s own backyard. A good example local example would be a beautiful plant in the
genus Stachys (the same genus which gives us “Florida betony”!), which has been discovered in, and
known only from South Carolina, and not in a truly special ecological setting. In this presentation, we’ll
consider the people involved with this rather extraordinary discovery, and ask the question: Are there
other places in South Carolina where we should be looking for additional new species?

Invasive Species In SC: Are We Doomed

This talk will discuss the benefits of native vs. non-native plants in landscapes and provide evidence of
the detrimental impacts of invasive species. We will discuss invasive plant and arthropod species in
South Carolina as well as those on the horizon. Management tactics will be covered to give attendees
options for their own gardens and landscapes.

Rice Culture In SC

Rice culture in South Carolina from 1685 to the present and how it shaped our state and the horrific
toll on the Black and White population in the low country that came with the advent of the tidal rice
culture system. I’ll bring some aromatic rice for us to taste, too, and tell you how to cook rice properly.  

SESSION 3 1:40 PM - 2:25 PM

Creating Community Connections

Don't go it alone! There are community stakeholders that want to work with you. Learn how to make
great connections and forge new partnerships.

Fire Ant Biology And Management In The Landscape And Beyond

Learn why familiarizing oneself with fire ant biology is essential for effective, efficient, environmentally
conscious fire ant management in the home landscape.

Kalmia Gardens Is...

This presentation will explore the many facets Kalmia Gardens offers to the public and the community.

The Joys of Growing Citrus In SC

This session will share detailed information on growing citrus both in-ground and in containers. We will
cover, Meyer lemons, limes, mandarin oranges, sweet oranges, and more. After today's session, it is the
presenter's sincere hope that some of you will leave and be in the first stages of becoming a "Citruholic"
(A person hooked on citrus).



SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

SESSION 4 2:45 PM - 3:25 PM

Lessons Learned From Fall And Winter Gardens

As our lively summer gardens quietly dwindle away and most gardeners hang up their hats for the
season, there are many lessons we gardeners can learn from our fall and winter gardens if we slow down
and observe the changes surrounding us. Revelations on planting design and the importance of texture
and form over color, providing safe spaces for beneficial insects to overwinter safely in, and more!

Conservation Projects At Riverbanks Zoo & Garden

Join us to hear what Riverbanks Zoo and Garden is doing to promote plant conservation in South
Carolina. Andy will highlight Riverbanks work on Rocky Shoals Spider Lily and Schweinitz’s Sunflower.

Nurturing School & Community Gardens in South Carolina: How Master Gardeners Can Sow the Seeds of
Success

Discover how you can share your passion for gardening with school and community gardeners across the
state. Amy Dabbs, Clemson University, Extension Associate, Statewide School and Community
Gardening Coordinator will share online programs, technical resources, and tips for connecting with and
supporting school and community gardens in your area. There is a role for everyone in school and
community gardening programs; discover how you can sow the seeds of success for others in this
presentation.

Asian Longhorned Beetle: What You Need To Know

There are numerous invasive plants and plant pests plaguing the state of South Carolina. One of
Clemson’s Department of Plant Industry (DPI) Invasive Species Program main concerns with particular
relevance to those in the Master Gardener Program is Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB). This presentation
will discuss the ecological and economic impacts of an ALB infestation and the ways in which
Clemson’s DPI and the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) are working together towards
eradication. It will also highlight the importance of public support in that effort. Attendees will leave
this presentation with an understanding of ALB identification, current regulations, and what to do in the
event they observe ALB themselves.



SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
VICKY BERTAGNOLLI

Clemson Cooperative Extension

Vicky Bertagnolli is the Consumer Horticulture Agent, Master Gardener Coordinator,
and local "bug geek" in Aiken County. Prior to joining Clemson as an Extension Agent
in January 2008, Vicky spent seven years as a Research Technician for Auburn
University's Alabama Fire Ant Management Program and also worked part-time for a
pest control company. Vicky's areas of expertise are Imported Fire Ants and
Management, Insect Identification, and Urban Pest Management using Integrated Pest
Management (IPM). Vicky conducts Master Gardener Training Courses in Aiken County,
is the Private Pesticide Applicator Training Coordinator in Aiken County, makes regular
appearances on SCETV's Making It Grow, and writes "What is it? Wednesday". 

KEITH BRADLEY
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources

Keith A. Bradley is a Botanist specializing in plant species and ecosystems of the
Southeastern United States and Caribbean. He is the State Botanist with the South
Carolina Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR), and Affiliate Faculty of the
University of South Carolina’s A.C. Moore Herbarium. He has been active in the
regional conservation community for 30 years, working on a broad array of biological
conservation research, land management, and planning issues. He grew up in Miami,
Florida, and his work in Florida on recovery of endangered species and their habitats
has led to two awards from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, including the Regional
Leader in Recovery Award in 2008 and the Coastal Program Conservation Partnership
Award in 2010. He is widely considered an expert on the flora of the southeast. He has
been with SCDNR for two and a half years.

ANDY CABE
Riverbanks Zoo & Garden

Andy Cabe is the Horticulture Director at Riverbanks Zoo and Garden. Andy received a
degree in Ornamental Horticulture from Clemson University in 1997. A few years later,
he began a part-time job in the summer of 2000 as a greenhouse employee at the
Riverbanks Botanical Garden. Over his years at Riverbanks, Andy has worn many
different hats in the Botanical Garden. In 2008 he began working as Botanical Garden
Director, overseeing the daily operations of the Botanical Garden. Since 2020, he has
been Horticulture Director at Riverbanks. While he is fond of many different plants,
bulbs are his primary passion. Andy regularly contributed to Carolina Gardener
magazine as well as other publications. He resides in Columbia, SC with his wife,
Margaret, and 12-year-old son, Dylan.



SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

DR. DAVID COYLE
Clemson University

Dr. David Coyle is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Forestry and
Environmental Conservation at Clemson University. His Extension Forestry program
focuses on forest and tree health and invasive species management in natural and
managed landscapes across the Southeast. Dave often uses social media as a teaching
tool for forest health, and you can find Dave’s forest health outreach work on Twitter
(@drdavecoyle) or Instagram (drdavecoyle) where he regularly posts about invasive
pests and all things related to trees. Dave’s research activities include finding better
control methods for invasive plants, evaluating novel bark beetle management
strategies, and investigating new Asian longhorned beetle management methods.

AMY DABBS
Clemson Cooperative Extension

Amy is the Statewide School and Community Gardening Coordinator where she works
to provide school and community gardeners professional development, online training
and technical support. Formerly, Amy served as the Clemson Extension Horticulture
Agent and Master Gardener Coordinator for Berkeley, Charleston and Dorchester
counties for over 10 years. She has a Master’s Degree in Horticulture from Clemson
University specializing in horticulture therapy. Amy spent ten years at the South
Carolina Botanical Garden as a registered horticultural therapist where she coordinated
the after school children's gardening program, Sprouting Wings. Amy enjoys gardening
with native plants, worm composting, pollinator gardening, and discovering new
perennials. She lives in Charleston with her husband, son, two dogs and two cats.

DR. THOMAS DOBBINS
Clemson Cooperative Extension

Thomas Dobbins serves as Professor and Associate Dean of Outreach and Engagement
and Director of Clemson Cooperative Extension. He is responsible for the oversight of
programs, personnel, budgets, and strategic planning. He is also responsible for
building or maintaining relationships/partnerships with strategic partners such as SC
Departments of Agriculture and Education, SC Farm Bureau, SC Forestry Commission,
SC DNR, USDA-FSA, Ag Lending Agencies, and many more. 



SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
GUS ELMORE
Clemson University Department of Plant Industry

Gus Elmore joined Clemson’s Department of Plant Industry (DPI) as an Asian
Longhorned Beetle (ALB) Program Technician in the fall of 2021. His position largely
revolves around ALB survey which tracks and records the evolution of South Carolina’s
infestation. Prior to joining Clemson’s DPI Gus worked for the North Carolina
Department of Agriculture’s Cooperative Agricultural Pest Survey and Discover Life in
America, a non-profit in Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 

DAN HILL
Kalmia Gardens

Before coming to Kalmia Gardens over 14 years ago, he worked as a contract biologist
throughout the US. During those years, he participated in many studies: from
performing radio telemetry on Swallow-Tailed Kites to managing the habitat for
endangered Bog Turtles, from pesticide studies on fruits and vegetables to worker
exposure studies on ground and air applicators. After many years of traveling and
working on environmental projects, he landed where he used to study for his botany
exams as a student, at Kalmia Gardens. He served as the Assistant Director for 14
years and was recently promoted to the Director of Kalmia Gardens. He is excited to
begin this next chapter of his career preserving, protecting, and advocating for public
gardens and other green spaces.  

TERASA LOTT
Clemson Cooperative Extension

Terasa's primary focus is the SC Master Gardener Program. Passionate about natural
resources stewardship, she also coordinates Carolina Yards, a program designed to
assist and guide South Carolina homeowners in conserving water in the landscape and
in making positive changes in the environmental quality of their yards, neighborhoods,
and surrounding waterways. She's well known for her role on SC ETV's Making It Grow!

CARMEN KETRON
Clemson Cooperative Extension

Carmen Ketron is the Urban Horticulture Agent for Florence and Darlington Counties.
Prior to her work at Clemson, Carmen supported the Urban Farm and horticultural
therapy program at the Medical University of South Carolina in Charleston, SC. She
holds a certificate in horticultural therapy from Colorado State University.



SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
STAN MCKENZIE
McKenzie Farms

Stan McKenzie was born and raised on a small farm in Florence County. At 7, his job
was to make sure that an old grey mule named "Gray" stayed in the proper lane of
traffic while tobacco workers loaded the cart (called a drag) with tobacco leaves to be
taken to the barn for curing. Stan graduated from Lake City High School in 1966 and
joined the Kingstree unit of the SC National Guard. When Stan's Dad passed away, he
was discharged to take over the farming operation. In 1999, a friend asked if he could
put some azalea plants on the farm for people to stop in and buy. This was the
beginning of McKenzie Farms & Nursery. Having a lifelong passion for citrus, the citrus
were added to the lineup of available plants, and after having a website done by a web
acquaintance, the citrus business was off and running. Today, he grafts and sells some
40 different types of citrus as well as other fruits and unusual plants. 

AMANDA MCNULTY
Clemson Cooperative Extension

Amanda McNulty is a Clemson Horticulture Agent and the host of SCETV’s Making It
Grow. After several failed attempts at college she went back as a non-traditional (i.e.
older student) and finished at Clemson – she learned that you never cut class (even if
your husband has a broken arm – you’ll have to come to her talk to hear the rest of that
story). She lives in St. Matthews with her husband, Edward Wimberly, a surrealist
painter (he healed up fine) and has an extremely energetic puppy named Blue. 

DR. JOHN NELSON
Retired Curator of the A.C. Moore Herbarium at the University of South Carolina

John Nelson has never been much of a gardener. He was, however, the Curator of the
A. C. Moore Herbarium within the Department of Biological Sciences at the University
of South Carolina, in Columbia. He was born and raised in Columbia. He received his
Bachelor's degree in biology from USC, where he was a student and protégé of Wade T.
Batson. He received his Masters degree in botany at Clemson University, where a
student under the direction of John E. Fairey. He received his Ph.D. in biological
sciences at Florida State University. His academic training was followed by six years
within the SC Heritage Program, as ecologist and then botanist. He accepted the
position of herbarium curator at USC in 1990, retiring in 2018. Nelson remains active
as a botanist, and is allowed to putter around in the herbarium each week. He
continues writing a  "Mystery Plant" newspaper column and he is pleased to be
regularly invited as the “Mystery Doctor with the Mystery Plant” on “Making it Grow!”.
He is an active plant collector within a variety of field projects within South Carolina
and hopes to continue in this capacity-- as long as his right holds out.



SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

ZAURA LEE ROSE
Clemson Cooperative Extension

Laura Lee Rose is the County Coordinator for the Beaufort Extension office, Urban
Horticulture Agent and Master Gardener Coordinator in Colleton and Beaufort Counties.
She has worked in the horticulture industry since 1987, and for the Clemson
Cooperative Extension Service since 2006. Laura Lee is a South Carolina native,
Certified Nursery Professional, past- president and charter member of the Southcoast
Chapter of the South Carolina Native Plant Society, she lives and gardens on St.
Helena Island.

BRYAN SMITH
Clemson Cooperative Extension

Bryan Smith is the County Coordinator for the Laurens County Extension Office. He is
also the chair of the SC Confined Animal Manure Managers Program, which is a
required program for all SC confined animal facility owners, and the Laurens County
Master Gardener Program coordinator. His interests include animal manure
management, livestock watering systems, and commercial, residential, and agricultural
irrigation systems. Bryan holds a B.S. in Agricultural Engineering and an M.S. in Civil
and Environmental Engineering.

PAUL THOMPSON
Clemson Cooperative Extension

Paul Thompson is a Distinguished Urban Horticulture Agent in York, Chester and
Lancaster Counties and a Certified Nursery Professional with the SC Nursery and
Landscape Association. Paul coordinates the Master Gardener Program and conducts
educational programs for consumers and horticulture professionals. He wrotes a
quarterly column for SC Farmer's magazine, is a regular guest on SCETV's Making it
Grow, and contributes monthly gardening blogs to the Clemson HGIC website. Paul has
received many awards for programming and communication efforts through national
and state peer associations including the 2015 Distinguished Service Award and the
2016 Louis P. Parsons award for outstanding contributions to the nursery and
landscape industry 



SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

STEPHANIE TURNER
Clemson Cooperative Extension

Stephanie Turner is the Urban Horticulture Agent and Master Gardener Coordinator for
Greenwood County. She began her career at Park Seed managing the famous flower
and vegetable trials, selecting products for the catalogs, and overseeing the marketing
plan for the brand. Stephanie was actively involved on the board of the National
Garden Bureau for 10 years and is a past president of the organization. For many
years, she served as a judge for All-America Selections, a national plant evaluation
organization. Recently, she has served as a facilitator of the Eat Smart Move More
Greenwood County Coalition, as a SC Festival of Flowers Event Chair, and on the
advisory board for the SC Association of Farmers Markets. Before joining Clemson
Extension, Turner was the market manager for Uptown Market, developing and
overseeing the farmers market for the City of Greenwood.

MARY VARGO
Clemson Cooperative Extension

Mary Vargo is the Greenville County Horticulture Agent and Master Gardener
Coordinator. She has a B.S. and an M.S. in horticulture from Clemson University.
Before employment with Clemson Extension, she worked in the ornamental greenhouse
trade as a grower and researcher. Mary is passionate about the natural world and
enjoys teaching and writing on cut flowers, woody, and herbaceous ornamentals, as
well as landscape design.

DR. ELLEN VINCENT
Clemson University

Ellen Vincent grew up in the Hudson River Valley of New York State where she was
immersed in art, architecture, and agriculture. Her Ph.D. is in Environmental Design
and Planning from Clemson University. Her research areas focus on nature and health
and sustainable garden design, installation, and maintenance. Ellen teaches Intro to
HORT, Sustainable Landscape Design Installation and Maintenance,  Landscapes +
Health, and other classes for the horticulture program at Clemson University. She is an
ISA Certified Arborist. Her career began as the owner of an ornamental plant nursery
and landscape designer. She also worked for the Extension Service in New York,
Missouri, and South Carolina. She has presented at the ISA Annual Conference, the SC
Green Industry Annual Conference, Teaching Professor’s Conference in Washington DC;
the International Conference on Critical Thinking and Educational Reform, Berkeley,
CA., the SC Conference on Innovations in Teaching & Learning, Charleston; and
Healthy City Design International Congress, London. 



CONFERENCE SPONSORS

Arbor One Farm Credit $500

Duke Energy $500

McCall Farms $500

Lowe's $300 in Lowe's Gift Cards

South Carolina Farm Bureau $500

McLeod Farms $500

We are grateful for the support of the following conference sponsors:

EXHIBITORS & VENDORS

Please take some time to visit the exhibitors and vendors.  Vendors will be located in Classroom 3/4,
the covered patio at the back of the conference center, and the adjacent parking lot.

Pressed For Time Pressed Flower Cards And Pictures, Aprons,
Painted Waterers, And More

Dirty Chicks Worm Castings, LLP Worm Castings

SC Wildlife Federation Wildlife Habitat Certification Signs, Coffee,
Gardening Books, Brochures

Fire Barrel Farm Painted Barn Quilts, Honey, Goat Milk Soap,
Jams/Jellies, Yard Art

Clemson Department of Plant
Industry

Brochures And Swag Related to Regulated
Plant and Pests

Photos By Nancy Nature Photography, Note Cards

Mid-State Beekeeper's Association Honeybee Related Information & Honey

Crafty Maibritt Elderberry Products, Herbal Teas, Soaps &
Lotions, Herbal Smudges, And More

Clemson Agricultural Service
Laboratory

Soil Mailer Kits, Soil/Water/Plant Tissue
Sampling Items

Carolina Wild Native Plants

https://www.facebook.com/GoatDairyFarm/

