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Largemouth Bass Tagging Program 
 
Fish tagging allows biologist to study many different aspects of fish life cycles.  Tagging fish in ponds is 
an excellent way to monitor fish growth rates, and to determine if changes to management practices are 
needed.  We are going to attempt to tag 200-500 largemouth bass in the ponds at Sandhill.  Largemouth 
bass from each of the 3 ponds will be included in this study/monitoring program.  Upon capture, bass 
will be weighed, measured, tagged and released.  Measurements will include both a total length (tip of 
nose to tip of tail) and girth (circumference at widest or deepest part of the fish’s body).  Data collected 
will be recorded with corresponding tag number.  When a fisherman recaptures a tagged bass we ask 
that fisherman record the same information and report their measurements with corresponding tag 
number to Stan Perry (perry8@clemson.edu).   Results of this mark and recapture project will allow us 
to improve the management of our fisheries and provide the fishermen the best opportunity to catch a 
trophy largemouth bass. 
 

 
 
Fish Habitat Enhancement Project 
 
It should be of no surprise that fish in quality habitat seem to grow larger and faster.  We are looking at 
ways to improve the quality of habitat for fisheries in all 3 ponds at the REC.  Habitat can be improved in 
many different ways.  One of those ways is to add structure to the pond.  Structure can be developed 
with both natural and manmade materials.  We will be installing clusters of bucket structures in each 
pond.  These artificial structures will be made using pvc pipe concreted into 5 gallon buckets.  These 
structures are relatively snag free for fishermen, while still highly utilized by fish.  Additionally, we will 
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be installing some natural structures using bamboo and other organic materials.  Some of these 
structures will be marked for easy access by fishermen. 
 

 
 
 
Pond Management Course 
 
We are looking to hold a pond management course in the spring at Sandhill REC.  This course will be 
packed with information on the management of private recreational fisheries.  Topics covered in the 
course will include: fisheries biology and management, stocking and harvesting, water quality, and 
aquatic weed identification and control.  More information about the course will be available on the 
website once the details have been finalized. 
 
 


